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Kyustendil District

Overview

Although living conditions and social inclusion have 
gradually been improving, salaries in the district have 

stayed low, while a considerable part of total households’ 
incomes was generated by pensions. In 2015, unemploy-
ment fell and employment rose for the first time after the 
crisis; both indicators, however, were still below the national 
average levels. Kyustendil is among the districts which have 
attracted least FDI so far and whose municipalities have uti-
lized the least amount of EU funds. The rate of local taxes 
and fees was among the lowest in the country, yet, the ab-
sence of transparency of local administrations has made the 
district less attractive in comparison with others. 
As a result of the unfavorable demographic tendencies, the 
rate of natural increase of the population has continued to 

> Population (2015)  126,992

> Area (sq. km) 3,051.5

> Number of settlements 183

> Share of urban population (%) 69.1

deteriorate. The educational system has been successful in 
enrolling a great part of those subject to compulsory edu-
cation, though quality of education has been relatively low. 
There has been a certain shortage of specialist doctors in 
the district but the number of hospital beds is sufficient and 
the share of health-insured persons is high. Kyustendil has 
received the second lowest rating after Sofia (capital city) for 
security and justice because of high crime rates, slow justice 
administration, and low crime clearance rate. In the “Envi-
ronment” category, the district is characterized by good 
connectivity to public sewerage systems and wastewater 
treatment plants on one hand, and, by strongly polluted air, 
on the other. Cultural life remains poorly developed com-
pared with the other districts in the country. 
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Income and Living Conditions
In 2014, the GDP per capita in the district stayed consider-
ably lower than the average GDP in Bulgaria: 6,656 BGN in 
Kyustendil vs. the national average of 11,574 BGN. The av-
erage annual gross salary in the district rose to 7,091 BGN, 
remaining the fifth lowest in the country and far from the 
country average of 9,860  BGN. The low pay and the unfa-
vorable demographic situation have affected household 
income structure as well. Pensions made up almost 38% of 
that income (vs. 27% nationally), while the share of salaries 
was 53% (vs. 57% nationally). Indicators for living conditions 
and social inclusion in the district of Kyustendil improved in 
2012 and 2013. The share of persons living in material dep-
rivation (28.6%) and that of people with incomes below the 
national poverty line were lower than the average. 
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Labor Market
In 2015, Kyustendil’s labor market registered its first more 
significant post-crisis improvement. During the same year 
economic activity leveled with the national average of 
69.2%, while employment reached 60.2% (vs. 57.4% for the 
previous year). That has also been the highest value of this 
indicator since 2011. The district thus came close to the na-
tional average values of the indicator (62.9%). After a pe-
riod of four years during which the unemployment rate was 
between 14 and 15%, in 2015, it registered its first consider-
able drop to 13.1%. Despite the improvement, the indicator 
stayed higher than the national average level of 9.1%. 
The educational profile of people aged 25 to 64 was char-
acterized by a share of people with higher education lower 
than the average, but also with a lower share of people with 
primary and lower education. In 2015, there were 48.3 per-
sons aged 15 to 19 about to join the workforce for every 
100 persons aged 60 to 64 about to leave it. The only two 
districts whose rates were worse than Kyustendil were 
Smolyan and Gabrovo.

Investment
Relative to the population, FDI in non-financial enterprises 
amounted to 343 euro per capita as of the end of 2014, which 
is almost 9 times lower than the country average figure. It 
should be noted, though, that Kyustendil was one of the few 
districts to attract new foreign investment every year since 
2011. After a serious shrinkage in the early phase of the cri-
sis, the FDA acquisition expenditure gradually increased to 
reach 1,076 BGN per capita in 2014. Hence, the district takes 
no longer the last place for this indicator as had been the case 
in the post-crisis years. However, these levels were still much 
lower than the country average of 2,786 BGN per capita.
Kyustendil is the district that registered the lowest utiliza-
tion of EU funds by its municipalities as beneficiaries from 

Infrastructure
The district of Kyustendil has a higher density of both the 
road network (19.3 km per 100 sq. km) and the railway net-
work (4.0 km per 100 sq. km) than the national averages of 
17.8 and 3.6  km per 100 sq.  km, respectively. Roads have 
traditionally been in good condition: in 2015, this was true 
of 50.5% of them vs. the national average rate of 40.7%.
In 2015, the share of households with access to the internet 
rose to 50.3%, yet the district continued to lag behind the 
average 59.1% for the country. The relative share of people 
who used the internet in 2015 also rose to reach 52.5% for 
the district vs. 60.3% for Bulgaria. 

Taxes and Fees
Municipalities in the district are characterized by low local 
taxes and fees. Changes were relatively rare: in 2016, only 
the immovable property tax in the municipality of Rila was 
raised from 2.5 to 3‰.
Since 2014 the annual waste collection fee for legal entities 
in the municipality of Kyustendil has been 1.4‰ (provided 
that companies had announced the number of waste bins 
they needed). The only district center with a lower waste 
fee is the municipality of Sliven (1.2‰). 

Administration
Municipal administrations’ self-rating for the development 
of electronic services and one-stop shop services is rela-
tively high. The cadastral map covers 18.9% of the district’s 
territory, slightly below the national average of 19.8%. 
However, over 80% of the covered territory belongs to only 
three municipalities: Dupnitsa, Rila, and Separeva Banya. 
The municipalities of Boboshevo, Kocherinovo, Nevestino, 
and Treklyano have no cadastral coverage yet.
In 2014 and 2015, the municipalities of Kyustendil district 
achieved the lowest rates in the Active Transparency Rating 
of Local Government Units by the AIP Foundation. In 2016, 
their ratings rose to 41.4%, leaving behind the municipali-
ties of the districts of Vidin, Kardzhali, Pernik, Sofia district, 
and Shumen. In 2016, Kyustendil was also one of the seven 
district centers with the lowest ratings in the Local Integrity 
System Index of Transparency International.

operational programs. Relative to the population, as of 31 
May 2016, the funds absorbed amounted to 367  BGN per 
capita while the national average level was 689  BGN per 
capita. The municipality of Dupnitsa was the only one to go 
over the national absorption levels, even though minimally, 
whereas the least funds were utilized by the municipality of 
Nevestino (13.4 BGN per capita).
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Demography 
Between 2001 and 2015, the population of the district de-
creased by 25%, which was twice faster than the average 
rate for Bulgaria. Since 2011 people aged 65+ have been 
twice as many as the population aged 0 to 14. The natural 
growth rate has been negative and has continued to de-
teriorate (–12.2‰ in 2015), remaining twice less favorable 
than the country average for the last decade. After the net 
migration rate reached –7.6‰ in 2013, there has been ob-
served a certain decline in the number of migrations out of 
the district 2014 and 2015. 
The share of urban population in the district is somewhat 
lower than that in the country; in 2015, 69.1% of the popu-
lation lived in towns (vs. 73.1% for Bulgaria).

Education 
Though the indicators for high school students’ coverage 
and retention remained more favorable than the country 
average levels, the quality of secondary education was rela-
tively low, judging by matriculation exam results. In 2016, 
the district high school graduates’ average grade at the 
exam in Bulgarian language and literature was “good” 3.97 
(vs. “good” 4.17 for the country). The same year the share of 
failing grades was 3 times higher than that in 2014, reach-
ing 12.5% vs. the national average of 8.7%.
Kyustendil is one of the five districts in the country, which 
have no higher education institutions or affiliated units of 
such institutions. On the other hand, it is located between 
two university centers with leading positions in the coun-
try, Sofia and Blagoevgrad, respectively.

Healthcare
Despite a certain shortage of specialist doctors in the dis-
trict, healthcare infrastructure is well developed. In 2015, 
there were 657 beds in general hospitals in the district, 
which means 5.2 beds per 1,000 people, while the national 
average was 4.6 beds per 1,000 people. There were 1,427 
people per general practitioner (vs. 1,619 people nation-
wide). 
Infant mortality rates fell from 6.1‰ in 2014 to 3.2‰ in 
2015, which was about two times lower than the average 
level for Bulgaria (6.6‰). In 2015, 94.2% of the district’s 
population was health-insured, while the national average 
level was 88.5%.

Security and Justice 
Kyustendil has received one of the lowest ratings in terms 
of security and justice. After 2010, the ratio between regis-
tered crimes against the person and property and the lo-
cal population number was less favorable than the country 
average. In 2015, 34.4% of registered crimes were solved 
– this share was better than the result of the previous year 
(only 29.8%), yet remaining below the national average of 
39.2%. 
The efficiency of local courts was also low, partially because 
of the relatively high workloads of judges. In 2015, 80.0% 
of criminal cases were closed within 3 months, which is 
the lowest share after that of Sofia (capital city). The share 
of pending criminal cases fell to 9.8% but was still a little 
higher than the country average (9.4%). 

Environment 
In 2014, 74.2% of the population in the district had access 
to public sewerage systems; 61.0% of people also being 
connected to WWTPs. Both indicators were close to the 
country average figures: 74.9 and 56.8%, respectively. Be-
tween 2012 and 2014 the generated household waste was 
close in volume to the country average figures. 
The level of carbon dioxide emissions kept the fourth high-
est place among all districts: 668.9 t/sq. km vs. the national 
average of 314.5  t/sq.  km. Only Sofia (capital city), Varna, 
and Stara Zagora had higher levels. 

Culture 
Despite some positive tendencies, the cultural develop-
ment of the district of Kyustendil still lags behind that of 
most other districts in the country. Only museums regis-
tered more visits: 106,000 in 2015 or 831 visits per 1,000 
people vs. the national level of 664 visits per 1,000 peo-
ple. Regarding local libraries and cinemas, 2015 was the 
best and second best year, respectively, but visit numbers 
were still considerably lagging behind national averages. 
Greater interest in theatres was also noticeable, theatre 
visits reaching almost 20,000 in 2015 (155 per 1,000 peo-
ple) while the national average was 302 visits per 1,000 
people. 

K y u s t e n d i l  D i s t r i c t
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Key Indicators for the District of Kyustendil 

Indicators of economic development 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

GDP per capita (BGN, current prices) 5,925 6,119 6,078 6,195 6,656 n.a.

Average annual income per household member (BGN) 3,355 3,534 3,508 3,593 3,966 4,587

Average annual gross salary (BGN) 5,891 6,219 6,444 6,880 7,091 n.a.

Relative share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 20.8 28.2 16.1 8.5 n.a. n.a.

Annual average economic activity rate of the population  
aged 15 to 64 (%) 67.2 68.5 67.6 67.6 66.9 69.2

Annual average employment rate of the population  
aged 15 to 64 (%) 61.0 58.1 57.9 57.4 57.4 60.2

Annual average unemployment rate of the population  
aged 15 to 64 (%) 9.0 14.9 14.2 14.9 14.2 13.1

Relative share of the population aged 25 to 64  
with tertiary education (%) 17.2 20.7 19.4 22.5 23.7 23.7

Number of non-financial enterprises per 1,000 people 39 39 39 40 41 n.a.

Expenditure on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets  
per capita (BGN) 574 592 754 1,055 1,076 n.a.

Cumulative FDI to non-financial enterprises per capita (EUR) 111 190 247 300 343 n.a.

Relative share of households with internet access (%) 21.4 35.2 31.7 52.4 39.9 50.3

Share of roads in good condition (%) 49.1 49.8 50.0 46.4 46.4 50.5

Share of territory included in cadastral maps (%) 18.9 18.9 18.9 18.9 18.9 18.9

Indicators of social development 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Rate of natural increase (‰) –9.9 –10.8 –11.5 –11.4 –11.4 –12.2

Net migration rate (‰) –7.6 –3.2 –4.9 –7.6 –6.7 –3.2

Average grades at state matriculation exams 4.2 4.4 4.2 4.3 4.3 4.1

Percent of failed students at state matriculation exams  
(“average” 3.00) 6.6 5.2 8.0 5.2 4.0 10.0

Net enrolment rate of the population in 5th–8th grade (%) 76.9 81.3 80.4 78.6 78.3 79.3

Health insured persons as share of the population (%) 88.2 91.8 91.3 90.5 92.1 94.2

Cases of hospitalization in general hospitals per 1,000 people 159 160 231 238 165 233

Registered crimes against the person and property per 1,000 people 15.8 16.0 15.8 16.1 15.8 15.8

Clearance rates for crimes against the person and property  
registered during the year (%) 41.4 35.6 38.4 32.6 29.8 34.4

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 9.0 9.4 10.3 10.6 9.5 9.8

Share of the population living in settlements with public sewerage 
systems, connected to WTTP (%) 59.1 60.3 60.6 60.8 61.0 n.a.

Carbon dioxide emissions into the atmosphere (t/km2) 739.8 739.8 690.0 668.9 668.9 n.a.

Number of visits to cinemas per 1,000 people 0 132 86 68 201 187

Number of visits to theatres per 1,000 people 75 108 114 139 146 155


