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Preface

For over a decade the Institute for Market Economics has presented the annual issue 
of Regional Profiles: Indicators of Development, the only almanac of regional devel-

opment in Bulgaria of its kind. The book, better known as The Regional Profiles, has now 
become an established trademark of IME.  

The study is based on 73 indicators evaluating the economic and social environment 
in the country’s 28 districts. All data presented in it is also available at www.regionalpro-
files.bg, the Institute’s specialized web page. Being organized around specific indicators 
allows data to be observed in its dynamics, as well as to make comparisons between indi-
vidual districts. Access to the most complete recent statistical data at the regional level is 
thus facilitated.

Thanks to the work of the institutions collecting and providing statistics, with each 
successive year, we have been able to include more relevant and wide-ranging data on 
each district’s socio-economic environment. In the present edition, most figures are for 
2022. Exceptions are few in number and are limited to several indicators which get pub-
lished with a delay of over a year: data on GDP per capita per district, those on salaries, as 
well as some indicators in investment, the environment, and infrastructure. Where possi-
ble, in fields such as administration, education and local taxes, analysis also rests on figures 
for 2023.

This study can benefit national and local government, business and the media, as well 
as academics, experts and people in the non-governmental sector, in their work on region-
al development. We also believe that everyone could find something of interest regarding 
the performance of their own district in comparison with other districts in various spheres 
of economic and social life.

The IME team wishes to express their gratitude to the America for Bulgaria Foundation 
for their partnership and lasting support in preparing and publishing The Regional Profiles.

We hope this year‘s edition will be once again interesting and beneficial to all readers. 
Enjoy reading it!

The IME team

http://www.regionalprofiles.bg
http://www.regionalprofiles.bg
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Regional Profiles 2023:  
Post-pandemic recovery and the way ahead 

The distribution of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) across districts has continued to be extremely une-

ven in the first year of the national economy’s recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic. Sofia (capital city) 

retains its leading position with a GDP of 59 billion BGN, or 43% of the country’s total. The second largest 

economy is that of Plovdiv, whose GDP now exceeds 10 billion BGN, or 7.4% of the country’s total. It is followed 

by Varna (8.4 billion BGN), Burgas (6.5 billion BGN) and Stara Zagora (6.2 billion BGN). However, there are still 

districts, such as Vidin, Silistra, Kyustendil, Pernik and Smolyan, whose economies are below the GDP limit of 

1 billion BGN. In the middle of the ranking, Ruse is again slightly ahead of Veliko Tarnovo in terms of the total 

size of its economy, while thanks to its strong industrial development, Sofia (district) is now close to the top 

five districts.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  
RAPID GROWTH AFTER THE PANDEMIC

Source: NSI.

Fig. 1. GDP of the districts in Bulgaria in 2021 (million BGN) 
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The uneven distribution of GDP per capita clearly shows the large gap between the capital and all other dis-

tricts. In 2021, it was 45,000 BGN in Sofia (capital), which is the only district whose relative GDP is higher than 

the national average (20,200 BGN per capita). Close to the average GDP are Stara Zagora (20,200 BGN per cap-

ita), Sofia district (19,300 BGN per capita) and Varna (17,900 BGN per capita). However, there are some shifts 

at the bottom of the ranking, with Haskovo being the district with the lowest level of economic development 

in the country (9,800 BGN per capita), preceded by Silistra (10,000 BGN per capita) and Sliven (10,500 BGN per 

capita). The differences between the less developed districts are relatively small, with as many as 17 districts 

with GDP per capita below 13,000 BGN. The small margin means that the current ranking is a reflection of the 

varying growth rates in the recovery year after the pandemic, and it seems very likely that it will undergo an-

other change in the coming years.

Gross value added (GVA) per capita1 by district varies from over 41,000 BGN in Sofia (capital) to slightly over 

9,000 BGN in Haskovo district. Its sectoral distribution makes it possible to clearly differentiate the develop-

ment patterns of the individual districts. Sofia’s economy is strongly dominated by the services which bring 

nearly 87% of value added, while the agricultural sector is practically absent. The other districts which also 

have a high share of services, partly due to the rapid recovery of tourism after the lockdowns, are those of 

Burgas (78%) and Varna (72%).

1 Estimation recalculated based on the results of the 2021 census.

Fig 2. Gross value added per capita by sector in 2021 (BGN)

Source: NSI, calculation by IME.
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In the districts with the highest value added per capita ranked below the capital, a significant role is played by 

industry. In Stara Zagora (53% value added in industry) and Vratsa (52%), this is primarily electricity produc-

tion. The district with the highest share of industry (54%) is Sofia, which is home to the fast-growing industrial 

zones around the capital, as well as the strong local economies of the Sredna Gora region. At the same time, 

the less economically developed districts are characterized by higher shares of agriculture – in Silistra it ac-

counts for 27% of value added, in Dobrich – 21%, and in Razgrad – 20%.

Visibly linked to the scale of economic development is the investment activity in the different districts. By 

2021, accumulated flows of foreign direct investment (FDI) were up on the previous year in almost all districts, 

but remained concentrated mostly in the leading regional economies. On a per capita basis, FDI was highest 

in the capital (11,200 EUR), followed by Sofia district (7,300 EUR) and Burgas (5,600 EUR). In a number of dis-

tricts – Veliko Tarnovo, Kyustendil, Yambol, Silistra and Montana – the level of foreign investment remained 

below 500 EUR per capita. Although at the national level there has been a significant decline in FTA acquisition 

expenditure, this is primarily due to a contraction in investment activity in the capital in 2021. Nevertheless, 

Sofia (capital city) remains the district with the highest investment expenditure for that year (7,800 BGN per 

capita), followed by the districts of Plovdiv (3,300 BGN) and Sofia with 3,200 BGN.The recovery of regional 

labor markets continued apace in 2022, with 24 of the 28 districts seeing increases in the employment rate of 

Fig. 3. FDI – accumulated flows per capita, 2021 (EUR)

Source: NSI.
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people aged 15–64. In several districts, employment already exceeded even the levels of the pre-pandemic 

2019, which set a record in labor market development – in the capital, employment reached 77.9%, in Varna 

– 77.2%, and in Stara Zagora – 75.0%. Varna also saw the largest increase in employment rates compared to 

2019 – by as much as 7.6 points, and unlike most districts, there were no visible declines during the course of 

the pandemic and the lockdowns.

The districts of Veliko Tarnovo, Gabrovo, Kyustendil, Ruse and Sofia district have already reached employment 

rates of over 70%. However, employment in the economically less developed districts remains low – in Mon-

tana and Silistra it is only 56% of the working-age population, in Razgrad – 60%, in Sliven and Vratsa – 61%, 

in Targovishte and Pleven – 62%. It is also worrying that against the backdrop of the expansion of the labor 

Source: NSI.

Fig. 4. Employment rate of the population aged 15–64, 2021 and 2022 (%)
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market in almost the entire country, there are districts where employment is shrinking. This is most noticeable 

in Pernik (–2 p.p. compared to 2021), where competition with the large labor market in Sofia makes it difficult 

to create new jobs locally, as well as in Sliven (–1.9 p.p.) and Veliko Tarnovo (–1 p.p.).

The unemployment rate measured by the Employment Agency points to a stabilization of the labor market 

in most districts. After the brief shock of 2020, in 2022 there were no major changes in almost any district 

compared to the previous year. The most serious increase in unemployment registered by the employment 

offices is in Vidin (1.8 p.p.), Smolyan (1.4 p.p.) and Dobrich (1.3 p.p.), while the fastest shrinking is in Varna and 

Burgas (–0.7 p.p.), mainly as a result of increased demand for workers in tourism. In terms of unemployment, 

too, there are also big differences between the districts – while in the capital it has already shrunk to 1.6% of 

the population aged 15–64, and in Varna – to 3.2%, in Vidin the share of the unemployed is over 14% and in 

Montana – almost 12%.

As of the second quarter of 2023, the gap between the leader in salary levels Sofia (capital) and the dis-

tricts with the lowest salaries remained almost double. While the average salary in the capital was close to 

2,700 BGN, the average monthly salaries in Vidin, Kyustendil, Blagoevgrad, Silistra and Haskovo were around 

1,300 BGN. Relatively high – around 1,800 BGN per month – were the salaries in Sofia district, Varna, Stara 

Zagora and Vratsa, in the latter two a significant role being played by the high salaries in the energy sector. 

Judging by the current dynamics, the large gaps in average salaries are likely to remain. The districts with the 

highest annual growth are those with medium to high salaries – up to 16% in Ruse and Pazardzhik, and 14% 

in the capital. The only exception is Gabrovo, where the annual increase is only 6%. In contrast, pay increases 

in districts with lower average salaries are more limited – in most cases around 9–10%, with the lowest rate in 

Silistra – only 4% annually.
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Fig. 5. Population aged 25–64 by highest completed education level, 2022 (%) 

Source: NSI.
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The education and skills of the workforce are among the key factors for economic development. Here too, 

however, there are significant inequalities between districts. The absolute leader in terms of the share of 

university graduates is the capital, where they make up 58% of the population aged 25–64. This is over 20 points 

higher than Varna, which ranks second, and over 40 points higher than the district with the fewest university grad-

uates – Lovech. It is noteworthy that Sofia (district) also ranks at the bottom in this indicator, which once again 

underlines the close interconnection of the capital with its immediate periphery. However, in Sofia district it is 

the population with secondary education that has the leading role, reaching 71% in 2022. In terms of the need for 

expanding employment, the share of people with primary and lower education is often more important, as jobs 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT:  
THE CHALLENGES PERSIST
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suitable for them are becoming fewer. There are districts where these people account for a significant share: in 

Sliven as much as 38%, in Razgrad – 31%, in Targovishte – 30%. This in turn means that improving education and 

skills, and often literacy, is among the main challenges for the further economic development of these districts.

Significant differences are also observed in the academic achievements of students in the different districts. 

It is noteworthy that the average scores in the State Matriculation Examination (SME) in Bulgarian language 

and literature (BLL) are significantly lower in 2023 compared to previous years, with only two districts scoring 

above “Good” 4.00: Sofia (capital), which has the highest concentration of top secondary schools, and Smoly-

an, which for years has been among the leaders in school education. At the same time, the districts with the 

poorest results are getting closer and closer to “Average” 3.00 – in Shumen the average score of the SME has 

dropped to “Average” 3.43 and in Razgrad – to “Good” 3.50. Of greater importance, however, is the share of 

poor grades, as this indicator covers students who failed to meet the minimum for passing the BLL exam. The 

smallest number of such students is in Smolyan (7.2%) and the capital (7.9%), while in seven districts – Shu-

men, Razgrad, Pleven, Pazardzhik, Pernik, Kyustendil and Vratsa – they exceed 1/4 of all students who took the 

exam. This indicates a low level of general literacy in these districts, which will also have real implications for 

the future development of the local labor markets, since the demand for workers with low education and skills 

is increasingly getting smaller.

Fig. 6. Results in the State matriculation exam in BLL, 2023

Source: MES.
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Even against the background of improvements in most districts, in some of them the coverage of the school 

education system remains a problem. This is particularly evident in Dobrich and Targovishte, where 85% of 

children in the junior high school stage attend school, as well as in Sliven, where their share is only 82% with a 

downward trend. In the post-pandemic years, there has also been an increase in the share of repeaters which 

make up 3.6% of all pupils in Sliven, 2.5% in Dobrich and 2.0% each in Lovech, Montana and Pazardzhik. These 

indicators point to a more limited success of retention measures applied in the economically less developed 

and poorer parts of the country.

Demography remains among the most serious medium-term challenges for regional development. The 2021 

census recorded a significant decline in population size across all districts, including the capital, and the COV-

ID-19 epidemic has led to a widespread deterioration in natural growth as a result of the significant rise in 

mortality.

Source: NSI.

Fig. 7. Natural population growth and net migration rates by district, 2022 (‰)

The large differences between districts in the balance of mortality and birth rates persist and are more pro-

nounces in Northern Bulgaria: while in the capital the natural population growth rate has improved to –3.4‰, 

in Vidin it remains strongly negative (–21.3‰), as is the case in Gabrovo (–18‰). If the current post-pandemic 

trends towards a reduction in mortality rates are maintained, some districts – Sofia (capital), Sliven, Blagoev-

grad, Burgas, Varna – will continue to reduce their negative natural population growth rate.

Traditionally, the district with the highest positive migration is Kardzhali, with its net migration in 2022 reach-

ing 22‰, which is close to the previous records before the pandemic. The districts with a higher degree of eco-
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nomic development attract people and have considerable positive migration – in the capital the net migration 

rate is 8‰, in Burgas and Plovdiv – 7‰. Among the positive demographic trends is the increase in population 

in almost all districts due to migration processes – most probably increased migration from third countries. 

Only Smolyan with –4.5‰ remains with significantly negative net migration rate.

A pandemic naturally brings the public health system into the spotlight. While analysis more often focuses on 

its resources – doctors, hospital beds and infrastructure – indicators of its performance are often sidelined. 

Increased mortality and declining quality of life have a significant impact on life expectancy as calculated by 

the NSI. At the national level, the decline between 2019 and 2022 is exactly 3 years, from an average of 74.9 to 

71.9 years, and judging by the previous dynamics of this indicator, life expectancy will probably take several 

years to recover.

Source: NSI.

Fig. 8. Average life expectancy in years, 2019 and 2022
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In all districts, the period between 2019 and 2022 saw a decline in life expectancy, but at different rates. The 

decrease is more pronounced in districts with older populations, such as in Vidin, where life expectancy de-

creased by 3.6 years, and in Silistra – by 3.3 years. Only two districts – Sofia (district) and the capital city – saw 

a decline of less than two years, which reflects the lower mortality rates in these districts compared to the rest. 

The differences in life expectancy itself also remain significant – while in the capital in 2022 it was 74.8 years 

and in Kardzhali – 74.6 years, in Vidin it decreased to 69.4 years and in Silistra – to 70.8 years, which once again 

emphasizes the profound differences in the quality of life between the different regions.

2020

2022

Fig. 9. Overnight stays in accommodation per 1,000 population, 2020 and 2022

Among the important markers of post-pandemic recovery is the gradual return of tourism. It is among the 

industries most severely affected by the border closures and the pandemic-related restrictions, but a com-

parison of overnight stays between 2020, with its record lows, and 2022 shows a rapid recovery in almost all 

districts. This is particularly evident in districts where tourism makes up a significant part of the local econo-

my – overnight stays in Burgas rose from 8,800 per 1,000 population in 2020 to 23,700; in Varna from 4,100 to 

9,500, and in Dobrich from 5,000 to 9,500. It is noteworthy that some of the districts less traditionally known 

as “tourist” destinations – Montana, Razgrad, Vidin – achieved better results for local tourism during the pan-

demic, which reflects the demand for alternative holiday locations throughout that period. To the extent that 

in the districts which have been leaders in the tourism industry, overnight stays have come very close to the 

2019 numbers, we can conclude that the sector has recovered from the effects of the crisis.

Source: NSI, calculations by IME.
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GDP per capita in Blagoevgrad district continues 
to grow relatively fast. At the same time, the 

growth rates of salaries and pensions are close to 
the respective national averages. In 2022, employ-
ment declined and unemployment went up. Blagoev-
grad is among the districts with the best quality of 
road surfaces. Contrary to general trends, Blagoev-
grad district’s economy is relatively well developed 
and in 2023 the level of local taxes again remained 
low. In 2022, the share of own revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities again remained extremely low.

Blagoevgrad is among the districts with relatively 
good results in terms of demographic development. 
The share of children in kindergartens is high. Stu-
dents’ results for 2023 are below the national aver-
age. Healthcare in the district suffers from a shortage 
of doctors and hospital beds. Crime rates in the dis-
trict are low and detection rates relatively high, but 
the delivery of justice remains sluggish. The share of 
forest area is high. The intensity of cultural life in Bla-
goevgrad district is traditionally not very high, but 
tourism is well developed.

B l a g o e v g r a d  d i s t r i c t

Blagoevgrad district

> Population  (2021)  292,227

> Territory (sq. km)  6,449

> Number of settlements 274

> Share of urban population (%) 59.8

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD

Income and living conditions Demography
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Investment and business 
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Blagoevgrad district continued to grow 
relatively fast in 2021 and reached 12,600 BGN. At the same 
time, the growth rates of salaries and pensions are close to 
the national averages. The gross annual salary of persons em-
ployed in labor or service contract in the district is 12,200 BGN, 
against 18,700 BGN in the country, and the average pension is 
490 BGN, versus 537 BGN nationally.

The relative share of the population living below the national 
poverty line has been rising, reaching 22.9% and equaling the 
national average in 2022. The Gini coefficient, which measures 
the extent of income inequality in the district, has continued 
to decline for the third consecutive year and in 2022 it stood at 
32.1%, compared to 38.4% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in Blagoevgrad dis-
trict continues to decrease, falling to 59.8% in 2022, compared 
to 58.5% in the country. The economic activity of the popula-
tion has declined for the third consecutive year, but remains, 
albeit by a small margin, above the national average – 74.0% in 
the district, compared to 73.6% in the country in 2022. This de-
crease has been accompanied by both a drop in employment 
and a rise in unemployment. The employment rate has risen 
to 69.9%, but is now lower than the national average (70.4%), 
while the unemployment rate has reached 9.4%, compared to 
5.2% nationally. 

The educational structure of the workforce remains relatively 
unfavorable. In 2022, the share of the population aged 25–64 
with university education was 20.4%, compared to 29.8% in 
the country, while the share of people with primary or lower 
education was 18.4%, versus 16.0% nationally.

The population replacement rate as a ratio of the people aged 
15–19 to those aged 60–64 has decreased and in 2022 it re-
mained below average at 63.2%, versus 65.7% countrywide. 
This means that for every 100 people who are about to leave 
the labor market in the next few years, there will be 63 young 
people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
The number of non-financial enterprises relative to the popu-
lation in the district remained high in 2021, with 70 companies 
per 1,000 people, compared to 60 per 1,000 people nation-
ally. The relative volume of investment and production value 
remains below the national average. FTA acquisition expend-
iture has increased to 1,800 BGN per capita, while FDI shrank 
slightly to 1,700 BGN. Production value per capita has reached 
19,200 BGN per capita and is around the median value for the 

Infrastructure   
Due to the district’s geographic location at the country’s pe-
riphery and the relatively large proportion of mountainous 
terrain, the density of its road and railroad network is low. For 
the same reason, its share of highways and first-class roads in 
the country’s road network is small. Nevertheless, Blagoevgrad 
remains among the districts with the best road quality, second 
only to Sliven district as regards the share of road surfaces in 
good condition – 64% in 2022, compared to 41% in the coun-
try. 

The relative share of households with internet access in Bla-
goevgrad district in 2022 again remained below the national 
average.

Local taxes   
Contrary to general nationwide trends, the district is relatively 
well developed economically, while in 2023 the level of local 
taxes again remained quite low. Within the district, Blagoev-
grad municipality levies the highest local taxes. Rates in Satov-
cha municipality are among the lowest not only on a district 
but also on a national scale.

Administration   
The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the munic-
ipalities in Blagoevgrad district continued to decline in 2022, 
remaining extremely low at 19.4% on average, compared to 
29.0% nationally. Similarly, the coverage of municipal expendi-
tures with local revenues also remained low at 59.9%, versus 
84.2% nationally.

In 2023, both the development of e-government and the pro-
vision of one-stop shop services in Blagoevgrad’s municipali-
ties placed the district below the national average. 

The AIP transparency rating of the local administration in Bla-
goevgrad’s municipalities is also below the national average 
– 61.2% in the district, versus 70.3% nationally.

country. Expenditure on research and development is declin-
ing and remains relatively low.

Utilization of EU funds has continued to increase, now exceed-
ing the national average. By 30 June 2023, payments made in 
Blagoevgrad district to beneficiaries under EU operational pro-
grams reached 4,100 BGN/person, placing it third in the coun-
try after Gabrovo and Sofia (capital city). The largest recipient 
in the district is Bansko municipality. 
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Demography   
In regard to demographic indicators, Blagoevgrad has achieved 
relatively good results, although similar to all other districts in 
the country, the trend towards fast population aging is in evi-
dence here as well.

 In 2022, the natural population growth rate in the district was 
–7.5‰, against the national average of –9.7‰. The district 
continues to attract new residents and its net migration rate is 
positive, albeit a bare 0.3‰.

Population aging in the district again remained below the na-
tional average in 2022. The ratio of the age dependency of the 
people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 reached 148.1%, com-
pared to 165.9% in the country, and to those aged 15–64 it was 
33.8%, versus 37.7% nationwide. 

A relatively small share of the population lives in urban settle-
ments – 59.8%, against the national average of 73.6%. At the 
same time, the population density in the district’s urban settle-
ments remains relatively high at 2,166 persons/sq. km, versus 
1,404 persons/sq. km on average in the country. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Blagoevgrad is among the districts with the highest share of chil-
dren attending kindergarten (second only to Smolyan district) and 
in 2022 it was 92.6%, compared to the national average of 87.3%.

Blagoevgrad is also among the districts with the highest rate 
of enrolment in 5th–7th grade – 94.5% in 2022, compared to 
90.7% countrywide. The share of school year repeaters remains 
considerably lower than the respective national average. The 
alignment between vocational education and the profile of 
the economy is relatively weak.

In 2023, students’ achievement in Blagoevgrad district again re-
mained close to but below the national averages. The district’s av-
erage score in the NEA in mathematics at the end of 7th grade was 
33.3 p., compared to 35.3 p. in the country. For its part, the average 
result in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and 
literature was “Good” 3.84, versus 3.93 nationally. The share of “fail” 
(below 3.00) grades was 16.6%, against 17.9% nationwide. 

The number of university students as a share of the total popu-
lation has been on the decline, reaching 28.5 per 1,000 people, 
against 33.2 per 1,000 people in the country.

Healthcare   
The percentage of people with health insurance in Blagoev-
grad district is 93%, against 93.5% nationally for 2022. The 
healthcare system in the district keeps suffering from shortag-
es of medical staff – both GPs and specialist physicians – and 
of hospital beds. The number of beds in the local general hos-
pitals is 3.8 per 1,000 people, compared to 5.9 beds per 1,000 
people as the national average. 

The number of patients treated in the local hospitals remains 
relatively low but having in mind the shortage of doctors and 
beds in the local general hospitals, the assumption is that the 

Security and justice   
The workloads of Blagoevgrad district’s criminal judges in 2022 
again remained relatively low – below 9 cases a month per one 
criminal judge, compared to over 10 cases nationally. Neverthe-
less, delivery of justice is not speedy enough. The share of pend-
ing cases is 14%, compared to 12% as the national average. 

The number of crimes in the district remained relatively low 
in 2022, and detection rates – relatively high. Registered 
crimes against the person and property in Blagoevgrad district 
amounted to 8.9 per 1,000 people, with 11.6 per 1,000 peo-
ple as the national figure. 57% of those crimes were cleared, 
against 49% on average for the whole country.

Environment   
The amount of household waste generated in the district con-
tinues to be relatively low – an annual of 360 kg/person in 2021, 
against 445 kg/person on a national scale. The share of waste 
handed over for treatment and recycling has gone up considera-
bly but remains low – 41%, against 74% as the national average.

A relatively large share of the district’s people lives in settlements 
with a public sewerage network – 83.7%, versus 74.8% country-
wide. However, in 2021 connectivity to waste water treatment 
plants was low – 37.4%, against the national average of 66.8%.

By 30 June 2023, the relative volume of installed RES capacities in 
Blagoevgrad district was above the national average. The share 
of forest areas is high – 51.5%, compared to 33.4% nationally, 
and that of degraded land low – 0.11%, versus 0.43% nationally 
in 2022.

Culture and tourism   
The intensity of cultural life in Blagoevgrad district is tradition-
ally not very high in a national context and this is evident from 
the data for 2022. Cinema visits increased, reaching 333 per 
1,000 people, against 590 per 1,000 people nationwide. The 
number of museum visits rose to 454 per 1,000 people, against 
619 per 1,000 people nationwide. Numbers for library visits 
stood at 619 per 1,000 people, compared to 584 per 1,000 peo-
ple nationwide. The share of people employed in the culture, 
sport and entertainment sector is half the national average.

At the same time, the district performs relatively well on tour-
ism-related indicators. The number of beds in accommodation 
facilities increased to 70.7 per 1,000 people, versus 54.9 per 
1,000 people in the country, and the number of overnight 
stays to 4,799 per 1,000 people, compared to 3,739 per 1,000 
people countrywide.

local people seeks medical care in other districts. Infant mor-
tality rates remain among the lowest in the country – 2.9‰, 
versus 4.8‰ nationwide in 2022. Life expectancy in the district 
continues to decline but remains relatively high at 74.0 years, 
compared to 71.9 nationwide.
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Key indicators for the district of Blagoevgrad

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,381 12,629 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

10,881 12,226 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 25.1 19.1 22.9 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 61.1 61.0 59.8 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 71.5 69.1 69.9 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 11.4 9.1 9.4 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 17.9 18.8 18.4 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 21.1 21.0 20.4 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 17,251 19,181 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,509 1,795 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

1,715 1,693 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 75.8 80.6 84.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 64.1 65.6 63.9 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 67.4 61.3 59.9 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 69.0 61.3 61.2 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –7.5 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 0.3 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.19 3.91 3.84 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

37.1 35.0 33.3 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 92.4 92.9 94.5 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 75.5 74.3 74.0 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 89.6 90.2 93.0 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,755 1,775 1,742 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 7.3 7.3 8.9 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 15.2 15.1 14.0 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 83.3 83.7 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 324 360 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 6.7 41.2 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 114 258 333 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 2,955 3,047 4,799 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Burgas District

Bu r g a s  D i s t r i c t

GDP per capita in the district of Burgas registered 
a considerable increase in 2021. Levels of in-

come inequality and poverty remain relatively low. 
In 2022, employment went up and unemployment 
went down. Investment and business activity in Bur-
gas district is once again among the highest in the 
country. The share of highways and first-class roads 
is high, but the quality of the road surface remains 
low. In 2022, Burgas again ranked among the dis-
tricts with the highest local tax rates in the country.
The demographic indicators place Burgas district 

among the top four in the country. In 2023, the results 
of the students in the district in the NEA in mathemat-
ics at the end of 7th grade were relatively high. How-
ever, the average grade in the State matriculation 
exam in Bulgarian language and literature continues 
to be relatively low. Healthcare in the district suffers 
from a shortage of doctors and hospital beds. Crime 
rates are rising and remain at levels above the nation-
al average. The share of forest areas is high. Burgas is 
the district with the highest rating in the culture and 
tourism sector.

> Population  (2021)  380,286

> Territory (sq. km)  7,748

> Number of settlements 249

> Share of urban population (%) 76.4

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD

Income and living conditions Demography

Labor market

Investment and business 

Education
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Infrastructure Security and justice

Local taxes Environment

Administration Culture and tourism
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Income and living conditions   
After a momentary decrease in the volume of GDP per capita 
in 2020, in 2021 it registered a record growth of 41%, com-
pared to 17% in the country, and reached 15,000 BGN/person. 
However, salaries have continued to grow relatively slowly and 
remain below the national average. The growth of pensions 
in the district is also relatively weak, although their average 
amount is high – 600 BGN, versus 537 BGN in the country.

Levels of income inequality and poverty remained relative-
ly low in 2022. The Gini coefficient for Burgas district is 38.0, 
against 38.4 in the country. The relative share of the popula-
tion living below the national poverty line is 22.1%, against 
22.9% nationally, and for the second consecutive year has con-
tinued to decline.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in Burgas district has 
decreased to 58.9%, but remains above the national average of 
58.5%. Economic activity grew in 2022, although it remained 
relatively low – 71.0% in the district, compared to 73.6% in the 
country. This increase has been accompanied by a rise in em-
ployment and a fall in unemployment. The employment rate 
has reached 67.5%, versus 70.4% nationally, and the unem-
ployment rate – 4.0%, against 5.2% countrywide.

The educational status of the workforce in the district is rela-
tively low. The share of people aged 25–64 with higher educa-
tion has dropped to 22.3%, against 29.8% on a national level, 
but the share of people with primary or lower education has 
also dropped to 19.1%, compared to the national average of 
16.0%. 

The population replacement rate as a ratio of those aged 15–
19 to those aged 60–64 is decreasing and is among the most 
favorable ones in the country – 72.0%, versus 65.7% country-
wide. Thus, for every 100 people who will leave the workforce 
in the next few years, there are 72 young people who will enter 
the labor market.

Investment and business   
In 2021, investment and business activity in Burgas district 
again remained relatively high. The number of non-financial 
enterprises relative to the population remained at 71 per 1,000 
people, second only to the capital district. Burgas continues to 
be among the districts with the highest relative volume of FDI, 
again ranking third (after the capital and Sofia district) with 
5,600 EUR/person. There has been an increase in FTA acqui-
sition expenditure per capita, but the output per capita has 
shrunk to 22,600 BGN.

Infrastructure   
The density of the road and railroad networks in the district 
of Burgas again remained relatively low in 2022. The share of 
highways and first-class roads is high (26%) but the quality of 
the road surfaces remains low. The share of good quality road 
surfaces is 29.4%, against the national average of 41.1%. 

The share of households with internet access has risen to 
90.8%, versus the national average of 87.3%.

Local taxes   
In 2023, Burgas remained one of the districts with the highest 
level of local taxation. The margin is particularly large in the 
taxation on motor vehicles, retail trade and on non-gratuitous 
acquisition of property. Burgas is indeed the district with the 
highest motor vehicle taxation rates – 1.82 BGN/kW on aver-
age, versus the national average of 1.56 BGN/kW. The average 
annual tax for taxi transportation is also among the highest – 
547 BGN, compared to 471 BGN in the country.

Sozopol is the municipality levying the highest local taxes not 
only in the district but also in the whole of the country. Munic-
ipalities with relatively higher tax rates also include the tourist 
towns of Pomorie, Primorsko and the city of Burgas. Karnobat 
and Aitos impose the lowest rates within the district.

Administration   
The share of own revenues in the total revenues of municipal-
ities in the district is the second highest in the country, after 
that of the capital – 38%, compared to the national average of 
29% in 2022. The district is also among the leaders in covering 
municipal expenditures with local revenues, probably due to 
good tourism and property market development.

The local authorities’ self-assessment ratings on the develop-
ment of e-government went up in 2023 and are also among 
the highest in the country. At the same time, however, the 
self-assessments on their provision of one-stop shop adminis-
trative services lag behind the national average. 

The AIP Active transparency rating of the local administration 
rose slightly in 2023 and remains relatively high at 72.7%, ver-
sus the national average of 70.3%. 

Payments made to beneficiaries of EU projects have grown as 
well, albeit by 30 June 2023 they still remained below the na-
tional average levels. Within the district, the largest sums were 
utilized by the municipalities of Primorsko, Sozopol and Malko 
Tarnovo – over 5,000 BGN/person. 
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Demography   
The demographic indicators place Burgas district among the 
top four in the country, after Sofia (capital city), Varna and 
Plovdiv. The rate of natural population growth is still negative, 
though at –8.2‰ in 2022 it is still among the highest in the 
country, against the national average of –9.7‰. Burgas district 
also attracts many new residents and its net migration rate of 
7.1‰ is the third highest in the country, after Kurdzhali dis-
trict and the capital. This also reflects on the age dependency 
ratios in the district. The ratio of the people aged 65+ to those 
aged 0–14 is 145.6%, compared to 165.9% in the country, and 
to those aged 15–64 it is 35.1%, versus 37.7% nationwide. 

The share of urban population and the population density in 
urban areas in Burgas district remain above the respective na-
tional averages.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The share of children enrolled in local kindergartens has been 
increasing and in 2022 it was above the national average – 
88.4% in the district, compared to 87.3% in the country.

The enrolment rate in 5th–7th grade has continued to rise, 
though in 2022 it still remained below the national average. 
The share of school year repeaters also rose to 0.9%, against 
the national average of 1.2%. The index for the alignment be-
tween vocational education and the profile of the economy is 
rising, but it still remains below the national average.

In 2023, the results in the NEA in mathematics at the end of 7th 
grade were relatively high – 37.2 points on average, compared 
to the national average of 35.3 points. However, the average 
grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language 
and literature remained relatively low. The average grade in 
2023 was “Good” 3.68, compared to 3.93 in the country, and 
the share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was 21.9%, against 17.9% 
on average in the country.

The number of university students in the district relative to the 
population decreased in 2022 to 6.5 per 1,000 people, versus 
33.2 per 1,000 people in the country.

Healthcare   
In 2022, the share of people with health insurance in Burgas 
district rose considerably to reach 90.3%, compared to the na-
tional average of 93.5%, but it still remained among the low-
est in the country. Healthcare in the district also suffers from 
a shortage of doctors and hospital beds. There are 2,037 peo-
ple per one GP, compared to 1,678 people per one GP in the 
country. The number of hospital beds is 4.7 per 1,000 people, 
against 5.9 hospital beds per 1,000 people countrywide. The 
number of patients treated in the local general hospitals also 
remains significantly lower than the national average.

The infant mortality rate has risen and in 2022 it still remained 
relatively high –7.5‰, compared to the national average of 
4.8‰. At the same time, the average life expectancy of the lo-

Security and justice   
Court workloads in Burgas district were close to but above the 
national average in 2022. There were on average 11.0 cases a 
month per one criminal judge, compared to 10.1 nationally. 
The speed of delivery of justice was also close to the national 
average. The share of cases closed within 3 months was 89% 
and equaled the national average, and the share of pending 
cases – 13%, against 12% in the country.

The crime rate in the district has been rising and remains above 
the national average. In 2022, the registered crimes against the 
person and property in Burgas district amounted to 12.5 per 
1,000 people, with 11.6 per 1,000 people as the national figure. 
At the same time, detection rates have gone down to 48%, ver-
sus the national average of 49%.

Environment   
In 2021, Burgas was once again among the districts with high 
amounts of waste generated by the households – an annual of 
481 kg/person, against 445 kg/person on a national scale. At 
the same time, however, a large share of this waste was hand-
ed over for treatment and recycling – 94%, against 74% as the 
national average.

With its high share of urban people, a relatively large part of 
them live in settlements with a public sewerage network – 
78.5%, versus 74.8% countrywide, and in settlements with a 
sewerage system connected to a waste water treatment plant 
– 71.1%, against the national average of 66.8%.

By 30 June 2023, the relative volume of installed RES capaci-
ties in Blagoevgrad district was 0.43 kW/person, against the 
national average of 0.85 kW/person. The share of forest areas is 
high – 41%, compared to 33% nationally, and that of degraded 
land low – 0.25%, versus 0.43% nationally in 2022.

Culture and tourism   
Burgas is the district with the highest score in the culture and 
tourism indicator. Visits to cinemas and libraries increased in 
2022 and are above the national average relative to the popu-
lation. Visits to theatres and museums are also increasing but 
remain, albeit slightly, below the national average.

Burgas is actually the district with the highest relative number 
of beds in accommodation facilities (375 per 1,000 people, ver-
sus 55 per 1,000 people in the country), as well as the number 
of overnight stays (23,733 per 1,000 people, versus 3,739 per 
1,000 people in the country) in 2022. The share of people em-
ployed in the culture, sport and entertainment sector in the 
district is also relatively high.

cal population is decreasing, though it remains relatively high 
at 73.1 years, compared to 71.9 years in the country.
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Key indicators for the district of Burgas

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 11,181 15,815 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,473 14,852 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 26.5 24.6 22.1 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 60.1 60.2 58.9 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 64.6 64.3 67.5 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 6.6 4.7 4.0 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 19.6 19.5 19.1 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 24.2 24.4 22.3 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 24,365 22,628 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,381 2,893 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

5,888 5,643 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 79.8 82.9 90.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 26.4 31.0 29.4 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 87.9 101.3 101.8 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 73.8 72.4 72.7 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –8.2 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 7.1 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.12 3.85 3.68 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

39.3 36.9 37.2 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 85.5 84.8 90.2 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 75.0 73.8 73.1 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 84.3 83.9 90.3 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 2,058 2,129 2,037 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 11.5 11.3 12.5 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 10.4 12.2 13.0 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 79.2 78.5 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 392 481 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 91.9 93.6 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 193 402 674 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 8,806 15,447 23,733 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Dobrich district

> Population  (2021)  150,146

> Territory (sq. km)  4,720

> Number of settlements 216

> Share of urban population (%) 70.9

D o b r i c h  d i s t r i c t

GDP per capita in Dobrich district has continued 
to grow but its value remains relatively low. At 

the same time, the relative poverty rate remains high. 
The low educational status of the workforce contin-
ues to be a major challenge facing the labor market. 
Investment in the district has been shrinking, but pro-
duction value has increased. The road surface qual-
ity is extremely poor. The level of local taxes in the 
district’s municipalities is relatively low. The transpar-
ency rating of the local administration remains high.
The share and the density of urban population re-

main low. The alignment of vocational education and 
the economy is high. Students’ results are relatively 
low. The shortage of specialist physicians and hospi-
tal beds may account for the relatively low number 
of patients treated in the local general hospitals. The 
number of registered crimes in the district is low and 
detection rates – relatively high. The share of public 
sewerage networks connected to wastewater treat-
ment plants remains high. Dobrich is one of the dis-
tricts with the highest number of beds in places of 
accommodation.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD

Income and living conditions Demography

Labor market
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Infrastructure Security and justice

Local taxes Environment

Administration Culture and tourism
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Dobrich district has continued to grow 
and in 2021 its rate of increase was again higher than the na-
tional average, though its volume remained relatively low at 
12,400 BGN. 

Salaries and pensions have also registered a growth but re-
main below the respective national averages. The gross annual 
salary of people employed in a labor or service contract in the 
district has reached 14,100 BGN, and the average pension – 
483 BGN. 

These indicators account for the relatively high poverty level 
in Dobrich district. In 2021, the share of people living below 
the poverty line went up to 31.0%, compared to the national 
average of 22.9%. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in Dobrich district is 
relatively low and in 2022 it decreased to 56.5%, compared to 
58.5% in the country. Over the last decade, economic activity 
in the district has seen ups and downs, but in the last few years 
it has settled consistently below the national average. In 2022, 
the rate of economic activity went up to 71.8%, against 73.6% 
in the country. This increase was accompanied by a rise in em-
ployment and a shrinking of unemployment. The employment 
rate reached 65.9%, compared to 70.4% in the country on av-
erage, and that of unemployment – 4.8%, versus the national 
average of 5.2%.

In 2022, the relatively low educational status of the workforce 
continued to be a major challenge before the labor market in 
the district. The share of employed people aged 25–64 with 
a university degree was 17.6%, against the national average 
of 29.8%, while those with primary or lower education made 
up 26.7%, versus 16.0% nationally, and their share continues 
to rise. 

The labor market continues to be affected by population aging 
as well. The demographic replacement rate as a ratio of the 
population aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 in the district has 
decreased to 57.7%, compared to 65.7% in the country. This 
means that for every 100 people who will have to leave the 
labor market in the next few years, there are 58 young people 
who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment in the district shrank in 2021, but production val-
ue increased, though remaining relatively limited. Expend-
iture on FTA acquisition decreased to 1,800 BGN per capita, 
versus 3,100 BGN per capita in the country, and FDI shrank 
to 1,800 BGN per capita, against 4,100 BGN per capita in the 
country. Production value recorded the second highest growth 
in the country compared to the previous year (after that in 

Infrastructure   
The density of the infrastructure in Dobrich district, and espe-
cially that of its railroad network, remains quite low. In 2022, 
the share of highways and first-class roads remained nearly 
half the national average – 10.1%, against 18.5% respectively. 
Road surface is of extremely poor quality.

The access of households to internet again remains relatively 
low – 75.4%, against the average of 87.3% nationwide. 

Local taxes   
In 2022, local tax rates in Dobrich district again remained rel-
atively low. The margin with the national average rates was 
especially significant as regards the average local rates on 
immovable non-residential property for legal entities and on 
taxi transportation – 1.59‰ (versus 2.08‰ in the country) and 
300 BGN (versus 471 BGN in the country), respectively. How-
ever, the tax on non-gratuitous transfer of property remains 
higher than the national average.

Within the district, tax rates as a whole are lowest in the mu-
nicipalities of Tervel and greater Dobrich, and highest in the 
municipality of Shabla. 

Administration   
The indicators for the functioning of the local administration 
rank the municipalities in Dobrich district among the good per-
formers in the country. The major reason for this is the high AIP 
Active transparency rating of the local administration – 81.3% in 
2022, against 70.3% nationwide, thus ranking Dobrich at the top 
place in the whole country for the third year in a row. 

The 2023 district municipalities’ self-assessments on the devel-
opment of e-government and the provision of one-stop shop 
services are close to the national average. 

The share of own revenues in the district’s total revenues de-
creased in 2022 to 26.1%, compared to 29.0% in the country, and 
the coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues was 
75.2%, compared to 84.2% in the country.

Vratsa district) and reached 17,900 BGN per capita, against 
31,200 BGN per capita nationwide.

Utilization of European funds in the district has continued to 
grow but both its increase and its volume remain below the 
national average relative to the population. By 30 June 2023, 
payments made in the district to beneficiaries of EU operation-
al programs amounted to 2,219 BGN/person, compared to the 
national average of 2,836 BGN/person. Within the district, the 
highest figures for utilization of EU funding were recorded in 
Dobrich city municipality, while the lowest ones were in the 
greater Dobrich municipality, where its value per person was 
nearly 2.4 times lower.
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate again remained relatively 
low in 2022 at –14.0‰, compared to –9.7‰ as the national 
average. The net migration rate has a positive value of 1.7‰, 
but it cannot compensate for population decline in the dis-
trict as a persistent trend. In addition, population aging is vis-
ible in the age dependency ratios. In 2022, the ratio of the 
population aged 65+ to that aged 0–14 years increased to 
204.2%, compared to 165.9% in the country, and to that aged 
15–64 – to 43.5%, against 37.7% nationally.

The share of urban population remains below the national av-
erage – 70.9%, versus 73.6% in the country, and Dobrich con-
tinues to be the district with the lowest population density 
in its urban settlements – 573 persons/sq. km, versus 1,404 
persons/sq. km in the country.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
In 2022, the enrolment rate in 5th–7th grade went up, but at 
84.5% it remained relatively low, compared to 90.7% country-
wide. At the same time, the shares of school year repeaters 
rose to become the second highest in the country, after that 
of Sliven district. The alignment between vocational education 
and the profile of the economy remained high in 2023, espe-
cially in the agricultural sector, with a high number of students 
enrolled in agricultural degree courses, and a relatively high 
number of people employed with vocational qualifications 
in the sector, as also observed in other districts (Silistra and 
Razgrad in particular) in Dobrudja.

In 2023, students’ results for the district remained relatively 
low. The average score in the NEA in mathematics at the end 
of 7th grade was 29.0 p., compared to 35.3 p. in the country on 
average. The average score in the State matriculation exams in 
Bulgarian language and literature was “Good” 3.72, compared 
to the national average of 3.93. The share of “fail” grades (be-
low 3.00) was 19.6%, versus 17.6% nationwide.

Higher education in the district is poorly represented, only by 
branches of Shumen University and Varna Technical University. 
The share of university students is 4 per 1,000 people, against 
33 per 1,000 people nationwide. 

Healthcare   
The share of people with health insurance in Dobrich district 
went up in 2022 and outstripped the national average. The 
healthcare system in the district suffers from an acute short-
age of specialist physicians, although the number of GPs rela-
tive to the population is relatively high. Dobrich is also among 
the districts with the lowest number of beds in the local gen-
eral hospitals – 3.2 beds per 1,000 people, against the national 
average of 5.9 beds per 1,000 people. 

The shortage of specialist physicians and hospital beds, as well 
as the district’s proximity to Varna, may account for the relative-
ly low number of hospitalizations in Dobrich – 114 per 1,000 
people, compared to 235 per 1,000 people across the country. 

Security and justice   
The workloads of the criminal judges in Dobrich district re-
mained relatively low in 2022, which affected the speed of 
delivery of justice. There were on average 6.5 cases a month 
per judge, compared to 10.1 cases per judge nationally. The 
proportion of criminal cases closed within 3 months remained 
relatively high at 91%, against 89% as the national average. 

The number of registered crimes against the person and prop-
erty has been rising but remains lower than the national aver-
age – 9.9 per 1,000 people in the district, versus 11.6 per 1,000 
people nationwide, while detection rates have decreased, 
though remaining higher than the national average – 58%, 
versus the national figure of 49%. 

Environment   
The share of population living in settlements with access to a 
public sewerage system is still below the national average – 
70.6%, versus 74.8% countrywide, though the share of sewer-
age systems in the district connected to wastewater treatment 
plants remains above the country’s average – 70.6%, versus 
66.8% countrywide for 2021.

The average annual amount of waste generated by house-
holds is 450 kg/person, compared to the national average of 
445 kg/person. At the same time, the share of waste handed 
over for treatment and recycling remains among the highest 
in the country – 95%, versus 74% nationwide.

The share of forest areas is relatively low – 12%, compared to 
the national average of 33%, but the share of degraded land is 
also relatively limited – 0.15%, versus 0.43 nationally. Dobrich 
is among the leaders in installed RES capacities per capita.

Culture and tourism   
Museum visits have registered a slight decrease but remain 
considerably higher than the national average – 988 per 1,000 
people, versus 619 per 1,000 people nationwide for 2022. At 
the same time, visits to the cinema remained relatively few, 
while the number of visits to libraries is around the national 
average relative to the population.

Dobrich is among the districts with the highest number of 
beds in accommodation facilities relative to the population 
(outranked only by the districts of Burgas and Varna) – 197 per 
1,000 people, compared to 55 per 1,000 people in the country. 
The number of overnight stays is also high – 9,449 per 1,000 
people, against 3,739 per 1,000 in the country. However, the 
share of those employed in the culture, sport and entertain-
ment sector is low.

The infant mortality rate in the district has gone up and re-
mains considerably higher than the national average. At the 
same time, the average life expectancy is relatively low.
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Key indicators for the district of Dobrich

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,195 12,385 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,548 14,099 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 25.0 26.0 31.0 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.2 59.3 56.5 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 63.2 62.4 65.9 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 7.0 4.9 4.8 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 25.6 25.6 26.7 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 22.3 20.3 17.6 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 12,795 17,922 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,235 1,822 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

2,159 1,816 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 70.4 68.1 75.4 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 45.4 40.3 n.a. 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 83.3 83.0 75.2 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 83.6 81.2 81.3 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –14.0 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 1.7 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.08 3.68 3.72 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

30.5 29.2 29.0 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 73.4 70.6 84.5 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.0 71.6 70.8 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 85.3 86.0 96.3 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,500 1,507 1,411 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 9.4 8.1 9.9 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 8.1 6.1 10.0 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 70.7 70.6 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 401 450 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 97.0 95.3 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 40 70 118 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 4,988 7,205 9,449 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Gabrovo district

> Population  (2021) 98,387

> Territory (sq. km)  2,023

> Number of settlements 349

> Share of urban population (%) 79.6

G a b r o v o  d i s t r i c t

GDP, salaries and incomes in Gabrovo district have 
continued to grow and the poverty level remains 

relatively low. The share of the working-age popula-
tion has declined for yet another year. Business and 
investment activity in the area is high. Gabrovo has 
overtaken the capital and is now the district with the 
highest amount of utilized EU funds per person. De-
spite the high density of the road network, the share 
of highways and first-class roads is relatively small. In 
2023, the level of local taxes was again relatively low. 
The coverage of municipal expenditures with local 
revenues is low.

Gabrovo is one of the districts with the most unfa-
vorable demographic pictures. Results in the field of 
education are good. The indicators evaluating health-
care place the district among the top performers in 
the country. Gabrovo is among the districts with the 
highest share of health-insured persons. The district 
continues to be the leader as regards the share of 
cleared crimes. The considerable number of urban 
residents accounts for the large share of population 
living in settlements with a public sewerage network. 
Cultural life and tourism in Gabrovo district remain 
among the most active in the country.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021, GDP in Gabrovo district continued to grow, reaching 
16,500 BGN per capita and was the sixth highest in the coun-
try. Salaries and incomes have also gone up. The average gross 
annual salary of employed people reached 15,800 BGN, and 
the average monthly pension – 510 BGN.

The Gini coefficient of income inequality remains low at 30.8, 
versus 38.4 nationally. Poverty increased in 2022 but is still 
below average. The share of the population living below the 
national poverty line is 21.9%, against 22.9% in the country.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population continues to decline 
and in 2022 it was the third lowest in the country (after Vidin 
and Yambol). The economic activity rate has grown consid-
erably and now stands consistently above the national aver-
age – 77.0% in the district, against 73.6% in the country. This 
growth is accompanied by both a large increase in employ-
ment and a slight rise in unemployment. The employment rate 
has reached 70.9%, compared to 70.4% in the country, and the 
unemployment rate – 4.1%, compared to 5.2% in the country.

Gabrovo is among the districts with the highest share of em-
ployed people with secondary education – 63.0%, compared 
to 54.2% in the country – which corresponds to its industrial 
profile. At the same time, the shares of both university gradu-
ates and people with primary or lower education are relatively 
low – 23.5%, compared to 29.8% in the country, and 13.5%, 
compared to 16.0% in the country, respectively.

A persisting challenge facing the labor market is the aging of 
the population. In 2022, the demographic replacement rate 
as a ratio of the population aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 
was 55.9%, versus 65.7% in the country. This means that for 
every 100 people who are about to leave the labor market in 
the next few years, there will be 56 young people joining the 
work force.

Investment and business   
Business and investment activity in the district again remained 
high in 2021, ranking the district third in the country in this 
category (after the capital and Sofia district). The number of 
non-financial enterprises relative to the population was 56 
per 1,000 people, against the national average of 60 per 1,000 
people. FTA acquisition expenditures went considerably up 
to reach 2,500 BGN/person. FDI also increased and reached 
3,400 EUR/person, thus placing the district among the top five 
in the country. Production value also increased to 30,200 BGN/
person.

Gabrovo outstripped the capital district in the utilization of 
EU funds per capita and now ranks first in this category. By 

Infrastructure   
The infrastructural development of Gabrovo district is very 
good. Gabrovo is the district with the highest road network 
density in the country – 25.6 km/100 sq. km of territory, com-
pared to 18.0 km/100 sq. km in the country, although in 2022 
the share of highways and first-class roads was lower than the 
national average – 16.6%, compared to 18.5% in the country. 
The quality of the road surfaces was also lower, though in 2022 
it increased to 33,7%, versus 41.1% in the country. Households’ 
access to the internet continues to increase and now exceeds 
the national average.

Local taxes   
Although Gabrovo is among the districts with a relatively high-
ly developed economy, in 2023 the level of local taxes again 
remained relatively low. The margin is especially big as regards 
the tax on non-gratuitous acquisition of property, where the 
rate is 2.53% on average across all the municipalities in Gabro-
vo district, versus 2.76% nationally. The retail trade tax rate is 
also considerably lower in the district compared to that in the 
country. 

Within the district, Gabrovo city municipality levies the high-
est local taxes, while the lowest rates are those of Tryavna mu-
nicipality. 

Administration   
In 2023, the self-assessments of the local authorities on the 
development of e-government and the provision of one-stop 
shop administrative services went up but while the self-assess-
ment on e-government continues to be relatively high, that 
on the provision of one-stop shop administrative services still 
lags considerably behind the average ones in the country.

In 2023, the AIP active transparency ratings of the local ad-
ministration in Gabrovo district remained the same as in the 
previous year and was relatively high at 72.9%, compared to 
the national average of 70.3%.

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the mu-
nicipalities in the district is relatively low – 23.3%, compared 
to 29.0% in the country. The coverage of municipal expendi-
tures with local revenues is also low at 61.0%, versus 84.2% 
nationally.

30 June 2023, payments made in the district to beneficiaries 
under EU operational programs reached 4,333 BGN/person, 
versus 2,836 BGN per capita nationally. The top place in the 
district was held by Gabrovo city municipality with 4,900 BGN/
person. 
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Demography   
Gabrovo is among the districts whose demographic condition 
in 2022 was once again among the most unfavorable ones in 
the country, ranking immediately above the bottom three (Vi-
din, Smolyan and Silistra). The natural population growth rate 
of –18.0‰ is the second worst in the country, after that of Vi-
din, against the national average of –9.7‰. The net migration 
rate is positive (2,8‰) but it cannot compensate for the low 
rate of natural population growth.

The trend towards population aging is clearly discernible in 
the age dependency ratios. The age dependency of the pop-
ulation aged 65+ to that aged 0–14 is 255.3%, compared to 
165.9% nationally, and is the third highest in the country, after 
those in the districts of Vidin and Smolyan. At the same time, 
the age dependency of the population aged 65+ to that aged 
15–64 is 51.6%, versus 37.7% nationally, and is the second 
highest in the country, after that in Vidin district.

Most of the population of the district is urban – 79.6%, com-
pared to a national average of 73.6%, but its density is relative-
ly low, with 1,105 persons/sq. km, compared to 1,404 persons/
sq. km countywide.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The performance of Gabrovo district in the education category 
is good. In 2022, it was once again one of the districts with a 
very high rate of enrolment in 5th–7th grade. The percentage 
of school year repeaters has gone up but remains relatively 
low. The alignment between vocational education and the 
profile of the economy is 44.7%, against 53.6% in the country 
for 2023.

In 2023, the district’s average score in the NEA in mathemat-
ics at the end of 7th grade was 31.3 points, compared to 35.3 
points in the country. The average result in the State matricula-
tion exams in Bulgarian language and literature was below the 
national average – “Good” 3.80, versus 3.93 nationally, but the 
share of “fail” (below 3.00) grades continues to be below the 
national average – 17.3%, against 17.9% countrywide. 

Gabrovo remains among the districts with the highest number 
of university students – 43.9 per 1,000 people, against 33.2 per 
1,000 people in the country.

Healthcare   
The indicators evaluating healthcare place the district among 
the top performers in the country, where it is preceded only by 
the districts of Smolyan and Pleven. 

The average life expectancy of the district’s residents contin-
ues to decline, but is still higher than the national average. In 
2022, Gabrovo remained among the districts with the highest 
share of health-insured persons. The relative number of GPs is 
higher than the national average, but specialist physicians are 
scarce. The number of beds in the local general hospitals has 
continued to rise but it still stands below the national average. 

Security and justice   
Although court workloads in Gabrovo district are relatively 
low, in 2022 this again had little significant effect on the speed 
of delivery of justice. One local judge heard an average of 8.2 
criminal cases per month, compared to 10.1 cases per judge in 
the country, while the share of cases closed within 3 months 
was 88%, versus 89% nationally.

In 2022, the number of registered crimes against the person 
and property decreased and fell below the national average, 
with 9.6 crimes per 1,000 people in the district, compared to 
11.6 per 1,000 people in the country. At the same time, howev-
er, Gabrovo continues to be the country’s leader in the crime 
detection rate, with 72% of detected crimes, versus 49% on 
average for the whole country.

Environment   
The relatively high share of urban population in Gabrovo dis-
trict accounts for the high number of households living in set-
tlements with access to a public sewerage network – 83.3%, 
compared to 74.8% in the country, and to a sewerage network 
connected to a wastewater treatment plant – 72.8%, versus 
66.8% nationwide. 

The volume of generated household waste in the district re-
mains relatively high – an annual of 427 kg/person, against 
445 kg/person in the country. At the same time, however, the 
share of waste handed over for treatment and recycling is also 
high at 87%, compared to 74% in the country.

The share of forest areas is above the national average, but 
that of degraded land is considerably smaller. The installed RES 
capacities, however, remain limited.

Culture and tourism   
Gabrovo district’s cultural life remains among the most active 
in the country and ranks fourth, below Burgas, the capital dis-
trict and Varna. The main reason for this is the extremely high 
number of visits to museums – 3,340 per 1,000 people in 2022, 
against the national average of 619 per 1,000 people. The 
number of theatre visits is also relatively high. The numbers of 
visits to libraries and cinemas have increased but have not yet 
reached the respective national averages.

The number of beds in accommodation facilities in the dis-
trict is 38 per 1,000 people, against 55 per 1,000 people in the 
country, and the number of overnight stays is 2,152 per 1,000 
people, against 3,739 per 1,000 people in the country in 2022. 
The share of people employed in the culture, sport and enter-
tainment sector remains high.

The number of patients treated in the local hospitals remains 
relatively low – 217 per 1,000 people, compared to 235 per 
1,000 people countrywide. The infant mortality rate in the dis-
trict has been decreasing and is below the national average. 
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Key indicators for the district of Gabrovo
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Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 14,651 16,549 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,902 15,771 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 22.3 12.3 21.9 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 55.2 55.4 54.3 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 67.7 67.3 70.9 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 5.4 3.9 4.1 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 10.6 11.7 13.5 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 23.1 24.6 23.5 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 24,891 30,226 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,892 2,460 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

3,273 3,382 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 77.5 83.7 88.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 26.5 26.5 33.7 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 62.8 57.4 61.0 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 78.9 72.9 72.9 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –18.0 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 2.8 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.19 3.87 3.80 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

33.4 30.9 31.3 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 100.0 90.5 92.9 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 74.4 73.2 72.1 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 96.3 96.9 (100.0) 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,609 1,567 1,535 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 9.6 10.1 9.6 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 9.1 11.4 8.1 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 84.1 83.3 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 419 427 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 73.7 87.3 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 109 209 336 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 1,044 1,406 2,152 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Haskovo district

> Population  (2021)  211,565

> Territory (sq. km)  5,533

> Number of settlements 261

> Share of urban population (%) 72.2

Both the value and the growth rate of GDP per 
capita in Haskovo district are low. Poverty is 

declining but is still relatively high. Employment 
and unemployment are both increasing. Investment 
activity in the district remains slack. The density of 
the road and railway networks in the district is above 
the national average. Local tax rates in the district’s 
municipalities are close to, but below the respective 
averages countrywide. The self-assessments of 
the local administrations on the development of 
e-government have recorded a further increase and 
have settled above the country’s average.

The district’s rate of natural population growth is 
relatively low and the trend towards population aging 
is continuing. Students’ results are low. Healthcare in 
Haskovo district suffers from a shortage of doctors 
and hospital beds. Morbidity and infant mortality 
are relatively low and life expectancy is high. The 
workloads of the criminal judges are not high, but 
this does not reflect on the speed of delivery of 
justice. Haskovo district ranks among the top three 
in the category assessing the environment. Cultural 
life and tourism in the district have a relatively weak 
presence.

H a s k o v o  d i s t r i c t
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021, both the value and the growth rate of GDP per capita 
in Haskovo district were low. GDP grew by only 8%, compared 
to 17% in the country, and its value is now the lowest in the 
country – 9,800 BGN, versus 20,200 BGN in the country. Sala-
ries and pensions are increasing, but also at a slow pace. The 
average annual gross salary of people employed in a labor or 
service contract in 2021 was 12,900 BGN, versus 18,700 BGN in 
the country. The average monthly pension is 521 BGN, against 
537 BGN nationally.

The Gini coefficient for income inequality in the district was 
again relatively low in 2022. Poverty is declining but remains 
relatively high, with 30.2% of the population living below the 
national poverty line, compared to 22.9% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in the district is de-
creasing and remains relatively low at 56.3%, compared to 
58.5% in the country. Economic activity is increasing, but also 
remains low with a rate of 69.2%, versus 73.6% nationally. This 
increase has been accompanied by a rise in both employment 
and unemployment. The employment rate has reached 68.5%, 
compared to the national average of 70.4%, and the unem-
ployment rate is 6.4%, against 5.2% in the country.

The local labor market continues to face the challenge posed 
by the educational structure of the workforce and the aging 
population. The share of university graduates among the 25–
64 age group was 18.6% in 2022, compared to 29.6% in the 
country, and the share of people with primary or lower educa-
tion is 20.1%, compared to the national average of 16.0%. The 
population replacement rate as a ratio of the population aged 
15–19 to those aged 60–64 has decreased to 63.5%, compared 
to 65.7% in the country. This means that for every 100 people 
who are about to leave the labor market in the next few years, 
there will be 64 young people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment activity in Haskovo district again remained slack 
in 2021. The number of non-financial enterprises in the dis-
trict was 52 per 1,000 population, compared to 60 per 1,000 
population in the country. FTA acquisition expenditures went 
up but nevertheless remained low at 1,400 BGN/person, com-
pared to 3,100 BGN/person nationally. FDI stock decreased for 
a second year in a row to 614 EUR/person and also remained 
considerably below the national average of 4,100 EUR/person. 
These indicator values also account for the relatively limited 
production value, in spite of a considerable increase compared 
to the year before.

Infrastructure   
The density of the road and railway network in Haskovo district 
is above the national average. The share of first-class roads and 
highways is also higher than the national average – 21.5%, 
compared to 18.5% in the country in 2022. The quality of the 
roads has been improving, but remains below the country’s av-
erage. The share of road surfaces in good condition was 39.5% 
in 2022, compared to 41.1% countrywide. 

Households’ access to the internet in the district increased in 
2022 to 91.8%, versus 87.3% in the country. 

Local taxes   
In 2023, the levels of the monitored local taxes in the munic-
ipalities on the district’s territory again remained close to, 
though below the national average. The taxes on immovable 
non-residential property for legal entities and motor vehicles 
were practically equal to the respective national averages. 
Lower than the average ones were the tax rates on retail trade 
(12.84 BGN/sq. m, versus 13.04 BGN/sq. m in the country), on 
non-gratuitous acquisition of property (2.61%, against 2.76% 
nationally) and on taxi transportation (312 BGN, compared 
to 471 BGN countrywide). Within the district, the lowest local 
taxes are levied by the municipalities of Simeonovgrad and 
Ivaylovgrad, and the highest – by those of Madzharovo and 
Haskovo city. 

Administration   
In 2023, the self-assessment of the district’s municipalities on 
the development of e-government continued to rise and has 
now settled above the national average. The self-assessment 
on the provision of one-stop shop administrative services was 
also relatively high. The AIP Active transparency rating of the 
local administrations remained above the national average – 
72.4% in the district, versus 70.3% in the country. 

The share of own revenues in the municipalities’ total revenues 
in 2022 was 24.5%, compared to 29.0% in the country, and the 
coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues – 
72.6%, compared to 84.2% in the country. 

Utilization of EU funds is also relatively low. By 30 June 2023, 
payments made in the district to beneficiaries of EU operation-
al programs amounted to 1,910 BGN/person, which is half the 
national average of 2,836 BGN/person. Within the district, the 
highest amounts were utilized by the municipality of Svilen-
grad.
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Demography   
The natural population growth in the district is relatively low 
at –12.6‰, compared to –9.7‰ nationally. The net migration 
rate is also negative at –1.5‰. 

The trend towards population ageing in the district is contin-
uing. In 2022, the population replacement rate as a ratio of 
the population aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 reached 179.7%, 
compared to 165.9% in the country, and to those aged 15–64 
it was 42.0%, against 37.7% in the country.

The share of urban population is comparable to the country’s 
average – 72.2%, versus 73.6% nationally. At the same time, 
population density is relatively low – 968 persons/sq. km, com-
pared to 1,404 persons/sq. km nationally.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The coverage of the education system has improved but is nev-
ertheless lagging further behind the national average, which has 
been growing at a faster rate. In 2022, the net enrolment in 5th–
7th grade was 86.1%, against 90.7% nationally. The share of school 
year repeaters is above the national average, albeit slightly. The 
alignment between vocational education and the profile of the 
local economy is at a relatively high level due to the high share of 
both students and employees with vocational qualifications in the 
manufacturing sector and their low share in construction.

Students’ results again remained low in 2023. The average score 
in the NEA in mathematics after 7th grade was 31.5 points, ver-
sus 35.3 points in the country. The average grade in the State 
matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and literature was 
“Good” 3.72, compared to 3.93 in the country. The share of “fail” 
grades (below 3.00) has recorded a significant decrease, though 
remaining relatively high – 22.2%, against 17.9% nationally.

Healthcare   
The healthcare system in Haskovo district suffers from a short-
age of doctors and hospital beds. The number of doctors – both 
GPs and specialist physicians – is below the national average. 
There is one GP per 1,849 people, compared to 1,678 people 
per doctor nationally. The number of beds in the district’s gen-
eral hospitals remains extremely low, with 3.8 beds per 1,000 
people, compared to 5.9 beds per 1,000 people in the country. 

Population morbidity and infant mortality in the district are rela-
tively low, and life expectancy – relatively high. The average life ex-
pectancy is 72.5 years, against 71.9 years nationwide. The number 
of hospitalizations is 165 per 1,000 people, compared to the na-
tional average of 235 per 1,000 people in the country, which sug-
gests that the population may be seeking health care outside the 
district, given the limited number of doctors and hospital beds. 

The number of people with health insurance continued to in-
crease in 2022 and now equals the national average of 93.5%. 

The number of people with health insurance increased slightly 
in 2021 and remains above the national average – 89.6% in the 
district, against 88.7% in the country.

Security and justice   
The workloads of criminal judges in the district again re-
mained low in 2021, with an average of 8.6 cases a month per 
one local judge, compared to the national average of 10.1 cas-
es per judge. This, however, does not reflect on the speed of 
delivery of justice. The relative share of criminal cases closed 
within 3 months increased slightly to 89%, thus equaling the 
national average, while the share of pending cases remained 
unchanged at 9.0%, against 12% countrywide.

The number of crimes in Haskovo district has gone up, but re-
mains below the national average, while the detection rate is 
considerably higher. In 2022, the registered crimes against the 
person and property amounted to 10.5 per 1,000 population, 
compared to 11.6 per 1,000 population nationally. The propor-
tion of cleared crimes was 60%, against 49% nationally.

Environment   
Haskovo district ranks among the country’s top three (after 
Smolyan and Pazardzhik) in the environment category. Its high 
assessment is mainly due to the relatively low volumes of gen-
erated household waste and their management. In 2021, the 
annual amount of generated waste was 319 kg/person, com-
pared to the national average of 445 kg/person, while 98% of 
all generated household waste was handed over for treatment 
and recycling, compared to 74% in the country.

There has been little change in the share of households with 
access to a public sewerage network, which in 2021 was 71.3%, 
against 74.8% in the country. The share of households whose 
sewerage system is connected to a wastewater treatment 
plant was 53.2%, compared to 66.8% countrywide.

The share of forest areas is close to the national average – 32% 
in the district, compared to 33% in the country, but degraded 
land is significantly more limited – 0.15% in the district, com-
pared to 0.43% in the country in 2021.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life in Haskovo district has a relatively minor presence. 
Although after the serious decline of 2020, caused by the pan-
demic-induced restrictions, in 2021 the country recorded an in-
crease in the attendance to cultural events, in Haskovo district 
some of the indicators even showed a decline. Cinema visits 
dropped to 51 per 1,000 people, against 590 per 1,000 people 
nationally, and visits to the local libraries also decreased to 211 
per 1,000 people, against 584 per 1,000 people in the country. 

Tourism is also not particularly intensive, although Haskovo is 
the district with the highest share of employees in the culture, 
sports and entertainment sector – 2.41%, compared to 1.02% 
in the country. The number of beds in accommodation facili-
ties in the district is 13 per 1,000 people, versus 55 per 1,000 
people in the country, and the number of overnight stays – 900 
per 1,000 people (vs. 3,739 per 1,000 people in the country.
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Key indicators for the district of Haskovo
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Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 9,100 9,817 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

11,642 12,906 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 38.9 32.9 30.2 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 57.9 58.1 56.3 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 67.4 66.3 68.5 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 7.7 5.7 6.4 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 25.8 19.9 20.1 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 17.8 18.5 18.6 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 11,793 14,447 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,230 1,399 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

794 614 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 78.6 81.1 91.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 36.0 38.9 39.5 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 80.8 79.8 72.6 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 73.7 72.2 72.4 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –12.6 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –1.5 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.00 3.62 3.72 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

32.4 29.4 31.5 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 84.9 85.6 86.1 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 74.3 73.1 72.5 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 89.2 89.6 93.5 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,871 1,932 1,849 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 9.9 9.1 10.5 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 13.5 9.0 8.9 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 72.3 71.3 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 303 319 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 99.4 98.3 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 13 91 51 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 372 501 900 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Kardzhali district

> Population  (2021)  141,177

> Territory (sq. km)  3,209

> Number of settlements 468

> Share of urban population (%) 41.8

K a r d z h a l i  d i s t r i c t

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD

Income and living conditions Demography

Labor market

Investment and business 

Education

Healthcare

Infrastructure Security and justice

Local taxes Environment

Administration Culture and tourism

Salaries and incomes in Kardzhali district have been 
rising considerably, though their levels are still be-

low the respective national averages. Economic activity 
and employment rates have registered some growth, 
though they still remain below the average ones in 
the country. Investment and business activity again 
remains limited. The density of the rail network is also 
low. The level of local taxes in the municipalities of 
Kardzhali district remains relatively low. The indicators 
for the performance of the local administrations place 
Kardzhali among the country’s bottom three districts.

The rate of natural population growth is relative-
ly high. In 2023, the performance of the students in 
the district again remained poor. Healthcare suffers 
from a chronic shortage of doctors and hospital beds. 
The number of registered crimes against the person 
and property is among the lowest in the country. The 
amount of household waste generated in the district 
is low, but at the same time, a relatively small propor-
tion of this waste is handed over for treatment and re-
cycling. Cultural life in the district is among the least 
active in the country.

KARDZHALI

ARDINO

DZHEBEL

MOMCHILGRAD

KRUMOVGRAD

Kirkovo

Chernoochene
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Income and living conditions   
After a few years of a relatively significant growth, the rate of 
increase of GDP per capita in Kardzhali district slowed down 
and in 2021 its level remained relatively low. At the same time, 
salaries and pensions have also registered a considerable 
growth, though their levels are still relatively low. The average 
gross annual salary of people employed in a labor or service 
contract is 14,500 BGN/person, against the national average 
of 18,700 BGN/person. The average monthly pension is the 
second lowest in the country, preceding only that in Razgrad 
district.

The Gini coefficient for income inequality remains low. The 
proportion of people living below the poverty line has regis-
tered a slight increase and is again above the national average 
– 25.9%, versus 22.9% in the country. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The working-age population is declining and remains below 
the national average – 57.0% in the district, compared to 58.5% 
in the country. Economic activity continues to grow, reaching 
69.8%, versus 73.6% nationally. This increase is accompanied 
by a growth in both employment and unemployment. The em-
ployment rate has reached 69.1%, compared to 70.4% in the 
country, and the unemployment rate – 9.5%, against 5.2% in 
the country.

The educational structure of the workforce has also improved 
considerably, but it too continues to be less favorable than the 
national average. The share of population aged 25–64 with pri-
mary or lower education has decreased to 21.7%, compared 
to 16.0% in the country, while that of people with a university 
degree has gone down to 23.5%, versus 29.8% nationally.

The aging of the population affects the labor market as well. 
Kardzhali is one of the two districts (along with Smolyan) in 
which the demographic replacement rate is lower than 50%. 
In 2022, the ratio of the population aged 15–19 to that aged 
60–64 was 46.6%, compared to 65.7% in the country. This 
means that for every 100 people who are about to leave the la-
bor market in the next few years, there are half as many young 
people who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
In 2021, investment and business activity in Kardzhali re-
mained relatively slack and placed the district among the bot-
tom three in that category, along with Sliven and Kyustendil. 
Kardzhali was also once again the district with the lowest num-
ber of non-financial enterprises – 32 per 1,000 people, against 
the national average of 60 per 1,000 people. FTA expenditures 
marked a slight increase to 1,400 BGN/person, compared to 
3,100 BGN/person in the country, while FDA registered a more 
serious growth, reaching 2,600 BGN/person. Production in the 
district is increasing, although it remains significantly below 

Infrastructure   
In 2022, the density of the railroad network in Kardzhali district 
remained among the lowest in the country. The road network 
density is higher than the national average but the share of 
highways and first-class roads is relatively low – 11.2%, against 
18.5% in the country. The share of road surfaces in good con-
dition is close to the national average – 40% in the district, 
compared to 41% across the country.

The share of households with internet access in the district 
continued to rise in 2022.

Local taxes   
The municipalities in Kardzhali district kept local tax rates 
low in 2022. The difference is especially large as regards the 
retail trade tax and the tax rate on immovable non-residen-
tial property for legal entities. The tax rates on non-gratuitous 
acquisition of property and motor vehicles are higher than 
the respective national averages. Within the district, the local 
tax rates are lowest in the municipality of Chernoochene, and 
highest in the municipality of Ardino.

Administration   
The performance of the municipalities in Kardzhali district in 
this category places it among the three districts with the low-
est scores in the country (alongside Vidin and Smolyan).

In 2023, the local authorities’ self-assessments on the develop-
ment of e-government and on the provision of one-stop shop 
services remained relatively low. The transparency rating of 
the local administration is also low – 66.0%, compared to the 
national average of 70.3% for 2023. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities in 2022 rose slightly to 21.6%, against 
29.0% in the country, while the coverage of municipal ex-
penditures with local revenues shrank to 57.2%, against 84.2% 
in the country.

the national average relative to the population – 12,600 BGN 
in Kardzhali, against 31,200 BGN in the country. 

Research and development expenditures per capita in the dis-
trict remained low in 2021. 

Utilization of EU funding has increased but is still lagging be-
hind the country’s average. By 30 June 2023, payments made 
in the district to beneficiaries of EU operational programs 
amounted to 2,161 BGN/person, compared to 2,836 BGN/per-
son nationally. Within the district, the municipalities with the 
highest rate of utilization were those of Kardzhali and Mom-
chilgrad but neither of them utilized funding above the na-
tional average.
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate in Kardzhali district is 
more favorable than the national average of –9.7‰, although 
at –9.4‰ it too is markedly negative. The district continues to 
attract new residents and the net migration rate of 21.6‰ is 
the highest in the country.

Age dependency ratios have continued to rise to reach levels 
above the national average. The ratio of the population aged 65+ 
to those aged 0–14 is 205.5%, compared to 165.9% in the country, 
and to those aged 15–64 it is 41.9%, against 37.7% in the country.

Kardzhali remains the district with the smallest proportion 
of urban population – 41.8%, versus the national average of 
73.6%. Nevertheless, the average density of the population liv-
ing in the urban areas is relatively high – 1,753 persons/sq. km, 
against 1,404 persons/sq. km on average nationwide.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Enrolment in 5th–7th grade in Kardzhali district has marked 
an increase but in 2022 and in spite of a considerable rise to 
86.6%, it was again among the lowest in the country against 
the national average of 90.7%. At the same time, the propor-
tion of school year repeaters is still relatively small. The align-
ment between vocational education and the profile of the 
economy in the district is below the national average for 2023.

In 2023, the educational results of the students from the district 
were once again low. The average score in the NEA in mathe-
matics at the end of 7th grade was 29.4 p., compared to 35.3 p. 
in the country. The average grade in the State matriculation 
exams in Bulgarian language and literature was “Good” 3.75, 
compared to 3.93 nationally. The share of “fail” grades (below 
3.00) in the State matriculation exams in Bulgarian language 
and literature again remained among the highest ones in the 
country – 23.9%, compared to the national average of 17.9%.

Higher education in the district is poorly represented, with 
4 university students per 1,000 people, compared to 32 per 
1,000 people countrywide.

Healthcare   
In 2022, the health insurance system in Kardzhali district again 
covered practically the whole of its population. Life expectancy 
is among the highest in the country (along with that in the capi-
tal). At the same time, healthcare in Kardzhali district suffers from 
a chronic shortage of doctors and of hospital beds. Kardzhali is 
the district with the lowest number both of GPs and of specialist 
physicians relative to the population. There is 1 GP per 2,777 peo-
ple, whereas nationally it is 1 GP per 1,678 people on average. 

The relative number of hospital beds in the local general hos-
pitals remains extremely low, although for the first time in the 
past few years it has marked a slight increase, reaching 3.9 
beds per 1,000 people, compared to the national average of 
5.9 beds per 1,000 people. 

Security and justice   
Kardzhali’s performance in this category is very good. In 2022, 
the workloads of the local criminal judges remained low, 
which affected the speed of delivery of justice. There were on 
average 7.6 cases a month per judge, compared to 10.1 cases 
per judge nationally, while 93% of criminal cases were closed 
within 3 months, against the national average of 89%. 

In 2022, the number of registered crimes against the person 
and property in Kardzhali district rose slightly, though it fell 
below that of Smolyan district and became the lowest in the 
country – 5.1 crimes per 1,000 people, versus 11.6 per 1,000 
people nationwide. The detection rate is higher, reaching 65%, 
versus the national figure of 49%. 

Environment   
In 2021, the amount of household waste in the district was the 
lowest in the country – 239 kg/person, compared to 445 kg/
person nationally. At the same time, however, a relatively small 
portion of this waste was handed over for treatment and recy-
cling – 12%, against 74% in the country.

The extremely small share of population living in urban settle-
ments in the district accounts for the low share of households 
connected to a public sewerage system – 42.7%, against 74.8% 
in the country. Connectivity with wastewater treatment plants is 
similarly low – 37.2%, compared to the national average of 66.8%. 

Kardzhali is among the districts with the largest forest areas 
in the country – 54%, compared to 33% in the country. The 
degraded land, on the other hand, is relatively limited – 0.14%, 
compared to 0.43% in the country for 2022. The installed RES 
capacities in the district in relation to the population are high-
er than the national average.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life in Kardzhali district remained among the least 
active in the country in 2022. Kardzhali district has the low-
est number of visits to local cinemas – 40 per 1,000 people, 
against the average of 590 per 1,000 people in the country, as 
well as visits to museums – 82 per 1,000 people, against the 
national average of 619 per 1,000 people. Visits to the local 
theatres and libraries are also relatively few in number.

Tourism retained its poor performance in 2022. The number of 
beds in accommodation facilities has been increasing but re-
mains low, with 17 beds per 1,000 people, compared to 55 per 
1,000 people nationally. Overnight stays are also relatively low 
at 869 per 1,000 people, versus 3,739 per 1,000 people nation-
ally. The share of people employed in the culture, sport and en-
tertainment sector is close to but below the national average.

Hospitalization figures in Kardzhali district are relatively low – 
137 per 1,000 people, compared to the national average of 235 
per 1,000 people, which suggests that residents seek medical 
health outside the district.
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Key indicators for the district of Kardzhali

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 11,034 11,760 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,705 14,508 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 30.8 25.5 25.9 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.8 59.6 57.0 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 61.9 67.9 69.1 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 9.7 8.2 9.5 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 34.3 26.6 21.7 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 17.6 24.2 23.5 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 11,191 12,601 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,352 1,449 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

1,608 2,567 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 77.3 85.6 86.3 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 35.3 40.9 40.0 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 57.0 71.5 57.2 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 59.4 66.0 66.0 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –9.4 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 21.6 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.98 3.73 3.75 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

31.7 30.5 29.4 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 77.2 76.0 86.6 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 76.7 75.5 74.6 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 3,067 3,097 2,777 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 5.0 4.7 5.1 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 4.5 13.3 6.0 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 44.3 42.7 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 221 239 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 9.8 12.1 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 18 27 40 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 456 837 869 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Kyustendil district

> Population  (2021)  111,736

> Territory (sq. km)  3,052

> Number of settlements 182

> Share of urban population (%) 68.6

K y u s t e n d i l  d i s t r i c t

GDP per capita in Kyustendil district has been 
growing but remains below the national av-

erage. Economic activity and employment rates 
have registered a considerable increase. Invest-
ment activity in the district is among the lowest 
in the country. The density of the road and railway 
networks in Kyustendil remains higher than the 
national average. The average rate of local taxes 
in the district’s municipalities is relatively low. Ky-
ustendil is the district with the worst performance 
in the indicators assessing the transparency of the 
local administrations.

Kyustendil is among the districts with the highest rate 
of population aging. The alignment between voca-
tional education and the profile of the local economy 
remains low, and students’ results are unsatisfactory. 
Healthcare in Kyustendil district has the highest num-
ber of GPs, and the lowest infant mortality rate. The 
workloads of the local criminal judges are the highest 
in the country. The amounts of generated household 
waste are low. At the same time, however, only a small 
portion of this waste is handed over for treatment and 
recycling. Cultural life and tourism in the district re-
main characterized by their low intensity.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD

Income and living conditions Demography

Labor market

Investment and business 

Education

Healthcare

Infrastructure Security and justice

Local taxes Environment

Administration Culture and tourism

KYUSTENDIL

NEVESTINO

Treklyano

Bobov dol

BOBOSHEVO

KOCHERINOVO
RILA

DUPNITSA

SAPAREVA 
BANYA
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Kyustendil district has continued to grow but 
its increase in 2021 again remained lower than in the coun-
try – 11,500 BGN/person, compared to the national average of 
20,200 BGN/person. Salaries have also gone up, but they also 
remain below the national average. The gross annual salary 
of people employed in a labor and service contract reached 
12,700 BGN/person, compared to the national average of 
18,700 BGN/person and is the second lowest in the country, 
after that in Blagoevgrad district. At the same time, pensions 
continue to stay close to the national average.

Over the past three years, the poverty rate has settled below 
the national average. The share of population living below the 
national poverty line in 2022 was 19.9%, versus 22.9% in the 
country.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The labor market in the district showed a number of posi-
tive trends in 2022. Economic activity and employment rates 
grew significantly and for the second year in a row exceeded 
the respective national averages. The rate of economic activi-
ty increased to 75.4%, against 73.6% in the country, and that 
of employment reached 73.5%, versus 70.4% in the country. 
The unemployment rate remained stable at 7.8%, compared 
to 5.2% nationally.

Kyustendil is among the districts with the highest share of 
workforce with secondary education – 73%, compared to 54% 
in the country, which is in line with the district’s industrial pro-
file. The proportion of people aged 25–64 with a university 
degree is 23%, versus 30% nationally, while the share of those 
with primary or lower education is among the lowest in the 
country.

The labor market in the district continues to face the challenge 
of population aging. The share of working-age population con-
tinues to decline and has reached 55.7%, compared to 58.5% in 
the country. The population replacement rate as a ratio of the 
population aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 is 55.7%, compared 
to 65.7% in the country. This means that for every 100 people 
who are about to leave the labour market in the next few years, 
there will be only 56 young people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment activity in Kyustendil district again remained 
among the lowest in the country in 2021. The number of non-fi-
nancial enterprises was 53 per 1,000 people, against the na-
tional average of 60 per 1,000 people. In 2021, the district reg-
istered a slight increase in domestic investment, as well as in 
production volumes. FTA acquisition expenditures per person 
reached 1,200 BGN, versus the national figure of 3,100 BGN/

Infrastructure   
The density of the road and railway networks in the district 
again remains higher than the national averages for 2022. The 
share of highways and first-class roads is also higher – 20.8%, 
compared to 18.5% in the country, and so is the share of road 
surfaces in good condition – 56%, compared to the average of 
41% nationwide.

Households’ internet access in the district has gone up con-
siderably and in 2022 it was 87.4%, thus even surpassing by a 
small margin the national average of 87.3%. 

Local taxes   
In 2023, the average level of the local taxes in the municipal-
ities of Kyustendil district again remained relatively low. The 
biggest margin is in the annual rates for non-gratuitous acqui-
sition of property and for taxi transportation.

The average tax rate on retail trade in the municipalities of 
the district is 10.14 BGN/sq. m, versus 13.04 BGN/sq. m in the 
country. 

Within the district, the lowest rates are those levied by Neves-
tino municipality, and the highest – those of the municipalities 
of Rila and Boboshevo.

Administration   
The self-assessment of the local administrations for the devel-
opment of e-government and the provision of one-stop shop 
services has gone up to surpass the respective country’s aver-
ages for 2023. At the same time, the AIP Active transparency 
rating of the local administration has retained its value from 
the previous year and is again the lowest one in the country – 
50%, compared to the national average of 70.3%. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the district’s 
municipalities increased to 24.9% in 2022, compared to 29.0% 
in the country, and the coverage of municipal expenditures 
with local revenues – to 76.8%, versus 84.2% in the country.

person, while FDI amounted to 351 EUR/person, compared 
to the national average of 4,100 EUR/person. Production val-
ue in Kyustendil district went up to reach 13,800 BGN/person, 
against 31,200 BGN/person as the national average. 

Utilization of European funds is also lagging behind. By 30 
June 2023, payments made in the district to beneficiaries of EU 
operational programs amounted to 1,768 BGN/person, against 
2,836 BGN/person nationally. Within the district, the munici-
pality with the highest amount of utilized EU funding was that 
of Rila.
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Demography   
The demographic development in Kyustendil district is among 
the worst in the country. The rate of natural population growth 
continues to be considerably below the national average with 
a value of –17.1‰, against –9.7‰ nationally for 2022. How-
ever, the net migration rate is positive, though relatively low 
at 2.4‰.

Kyustendil is among the districts with the highest rate of pop-
ulation aging, preceded only by Vidin, Gabrovo and Smolyan in 
this indicator. The age dependency ratio in the district, calcu-
lated as the ratio of the people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14, 
has reached 228.6%, compared to 165.9% in the country on 
average, and that of people aged 65+ to those aged 15–64 is 
46.9%, versus the national average of 37.7%.

The share of urban population is 68.6%, which is below the 
national average of 73.6%, and population density is relatively 
low – 1,033 persons/sq. km, against 1,404 persons/sq. km in 
the country on average.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The share of children attending kindergarten is increasing, al-
though it remains below the national average – 86.3% in the 
district, against 87.3% in the country.

In 2022, the rate of enrolment in 5th–7th grade went down 
to 90.2%, slightly lower than the national average of 90.7%. 
The number of school year repeaters has gone up and is equal 
to the national average of 1.2%. The alignment between vo-
cational education and the profile of the local economy is ex-
tremely low, mainly due to the inflated enrolment in courses 
providing workers for the ICT and hospitality sectors, as well 
as the relatively reduced enrolment for the transport sector.

The performance of the students in Kyustendil district in 2023 
again remained unsatisfactory. Their average score in the NEA 
in mathematics at the end of 7th grade was 28.3 points, com-
pared to 35.3 points in the country. The average grade in the 
State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and literature 
was “Good” 3.58, compared to the average of 3.93 nationally. 
The number of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was 26.1%, versus 
17.9% as the national average.

Kyustendil is among the few districts without a university or 
university branch on its territory. 

Healthcare   
The performance of Kyustendil district in the field of health-
care is among the best in the country. The share of people with 
health insurance in the district is traditionally high – in 2022 
it was 99.3%, compared to 93.5% in the country. The number 
of beds in the local general hospitals remained similar to the 
national average. Kyustendil is among the districts with the 
highest relative number of GPs, with one GP per 1,460 people, 
versus one GP per 1,678 in the country, but there is a relative 
shortage of specialist physicians.

Security and justice   
The workloads of the criminal judges in Kyustendil district are 
the heaviest in the country, with an average of 13.1 cases a 
month per judge, compared to 10.1 cases nationally in 2022. 
This affects the speed of delivery of justice. Thus, the propor-
tion of criminal cases closed within 3 months is 83%, against 
the national average of 89%.

Both the crime rate and the share of cleared crimes in the district 
are below the national average. In 2022, the registered crimes 
against the person and property were 19.2 per 1,000 people, ver-
sus 11.6 per 1,000 people on average nationwide. The detection 
rate in the district reached 48%, versus the national figure of 49%. 

Environment   
The amount of household waste in Kyustendil district is among 
the lowest in the country – 312 kg/person per annum, com-
pared to the average of 445 kg/person in the country for 2021. 
At the same time, the share handed over for treatment and re-
cycling is also low – 47%, versus the national average of 74%. 

Close to, though slightly below the national average, is the 
proportion of population with access to a public sewerage 
network – 70.3%, versus the national average of 74.8%, and to 
a sewerage system connected to a wastewater treatment plant 
– 62.0%, versus 66.8% countrywide for 2021.

The share of forest areas is relatively high – 42%, against 33% 
in the country, but the share of degraded land is also above 
the national average – 0.63%, against 0.43% in the country for 
2022. The installed RES capacities are above the national aver-
age relative to the population.

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, cultural life in Kyustendil district again retained its low 
intensity. The relative number of cinema visits reached 288 per 
1,000 people, against 590 per 1,000 people nationwide, and 
visits to libraries – 322 per 1,000 people, against 584 per 1,000 
people as the national average. Museums attracted more inter-
est and visits to them again remained above the national aver-
age. In 2022, their relative number was 699 per 1,000 people, 
versus the national average of 619 per 1,000 people. 

The number of beds in accommodation facilities have in-
creased to 39 per 1,000 people, versus 55 per 1,000 people in 
the country) and the number of overnight stays – to 1,753 per 
1,000 people, against 3,739 per 1,000 people in the country. 
The share of people employed in the culture, sport and enter-
tainment sector is extremely low.

The infant mortality rate remains low, and life expectancy is 
close to, though slightly below the national average. The num-
ber of patients treated in the local general hospitals also re-
mains below average – 191 per 1,000 people, compared to 235 
per 1,000 people in the country.
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Key indicators for the district of Kyustendil

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 9,616 11,535 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

11,519 12,719 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 21.8 17.9 19.9 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 56.0 56.0 55.7 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 66.0 72.5 73.5 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 9.2 7.8 7.8 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 7.1 6.4 4.0 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 24.0 23.9 23.0 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 12,473 13,868 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 807 1,194 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

350 351 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 78.6 77.3 87.4 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 54.0 55.3 56.0 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 67.4 63.7 76.8 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 61.9 50.0 50.0 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –17.1 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 2.4 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.04 3.76 3.58 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

31.4 28.2 28.3 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 88.6 92.9 90.2 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.1 72.0 71.1 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 95.6 96.8 99.3 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,478 1,493 1,460 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 9.6 9.3 10.2 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 11.0 8.2 9.9 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 72.3 70.3 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 241 312 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 31.9 46.6 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 43 48 288 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 950 1,265 1,753 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Lovech district

> Population  (2021)  116,394

> Territory (sq. km)  4,129

> Number of settlements 110

> Share of urban population (%) 61.9

L o v e c h  d i s t r i c t

GDP per capita, pensions and salaries in Lovech 
district have been rising but still remain relative-

ly low. Poverty is on the rise. Although the rate of un-
employment continues to be below the national aver-
age, it has reached record levels for the district. There 
has been an increase in domestic and a contraction 
in foreign investment. Road surface quality is improv-
ing and is above the country’s average. The average 
level of local taxes in the district’s municipalities is 
relatively low. The share of own revenue in the total 
revenue of the district’s municipalities is decreasing 
and remains relatively low.

Due to the strongly negative natural population 
growth rate, Lovech is among the districts with a high 
rate of population aging. Students’ results are relative-
ly low and vocational education does not meet the 
demands of the economy. The number of GPs remains 
higher than the national average. The availability of 
beds in the local general hospitals again remains rel-
atively low. Delivery of justice is relatively fast. The 
amount of generated household waste is not consid-
erable, but the share of waste handed over for treat-
ment and recycling remains extremely small. Cultural 
life and tourism in Lovech district are not very active.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021, GDP per capita in Lovech district registered consid-
erable growth, but remained relatively low – 14,000 BGN, 
against the average of 20,200 BGN in the country. Salaries and 
pensions have grown at rates close to the respective national 
averages but nevertheless remain relatively low. The average 
gross annual salary of people employed in a labor and service 
contract has reached 14,200 BGN, compared to 18,700 BGN 
nationwide. The average monthly pension is 485 BGN, against 
537 BGN in the country.

Poverty in the district is on the increase. The share of popula-
tion living below the poverty line remains high – 30.3%, versus 
22.9% in the country for 2022.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
Economic activity in Lovech district continued to rise in 2022, 
though with a rate of 71.6%, it remained below the national 
average of 73.6%. This increase has been accompanied by a 
growth of both employment and unemployment. Although 
the employment rate is still lower than average, it has reached 
a record level for the district – 69.3%, and compared to the na-
tional average (70.4%), for the first time its margin of just over 
1 p.p. is so small. At the same time, the unemployment rate 
continues to be considerably less favorable than the national 
average – 9.1% in the district, compared to 5.2% nationally.

A relatively high share of the population aged 25–64 in the 
district has secondary education – 73.3%, compared to 54.2% 
in the country, while the shares of both university graduates 
and those with primary or lower education are lower than the 
national averages – 13.8%, against 29.8% in the country, and 
12.9%, against 16.0% in the country respectively.

The share of the working-age population continues to decline, 
reaching 54.8%, compared to 58.5% nationally. The demo-
graphic replacement rate as a ratio of the population aged 15–
19 to that aged 60–64 for 2022 is 63.4%, compared to 65.7% 
nationally. This means that for every 100 people who are about 
to leave the labor market in the next few years, there are 63 
young people who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
The relative number of enterprises in the district is 45 per 1,000 
people, versus the national average of 60 per 1,000 people. An 
increase in domestic investment flows was registered in 2021 
and a contraction in foreign investment. FTA expenditures 
reached 1,400 BGN/person, against 3,100 BGN/person nation-
ally, and FDI in the district amounted to 1,100 EUR/person, 
against 4,100 EUR/person on a national level. Production value 
increased to 17,000 BGN/person, while the national average 
was 31,200 BGN/person. 

Infrastructure   
The railroad network density in Lovech district in 2021 again 
remained close to the country’s average. The road network 
density is higher than the national average, albeit slightly, but 
the share of highways and first-class roads remains relatively 
limited – 16.2%, versus 18.5% in the country. The share of road 
surfaces in good condition has increased and is now above the 
national average – 46.7%, versus 41.1% in the country. 

The share of households with internet access continued to rise 
in 2022, reaching 87.5%, and is above the national average. 

Local taxes   
The average level of local taxes in the municipalities of Lovech 
district remained relatively low in 2023. An exception was the 
tax rate on non-residential immovable property of legal enti-
ties. In Lovech district it was 2.23‰ on average, compared to 
2.08‰ in the country. Considerably lower than the national 
averages were the tax rates on motor vehicles – 1.28 BGN/kW, 
versus 1.56 BGN/kW in the country, and on non-gratuitous ac-
quisition of property – 2.34%, compared to 2.76% nationally. 

Within the district, the lowest local taxes are levied by the mu-
nicipalities of Ugarchin and Letnitsa, and the highest are those 
in Yablanitsa and Apriltsi. 

Administration   
In 2023, the local administrations’ self-assessment on the de-
velopment of e-government was comparable to the national 
average, while that on the provision of one-stop shop services 
settled above the national average. 

The AIP transparency rating of the local administrations re-
mains above the national average – 74.2% in the district, 
against 70.3% nationally.

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities is decreasing and remains relatively low 
at 19.7%, compared to 29.0% in the country. The coverage of 
municipal expenditures by local revenues is increasing, but is 
also far from the average – 69.9% in the district versus 84.2% 
in the country for 2022.

Utilization of EU funds is relatively high. By 30 June 2023, pay-
ments made in the district to beneficiaries under EU operation-
al programs reached 2,876 BGN/person. Within the district, the 
highest amounts were utilized by the municipalities of Apriltsi, 
Troyan and Yablanitsa – over 3,000 BGN/person. 

Spending on research and development is increasing and is 
above that in most districts – 66 BGN/person.
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate for 2022 was –14.7‰, 
remaining considerably lower than the national average of 
–9.7‰. Lovech also fails to attract new residents and the net 
migration rate is negative at – 1.1‰.

These developments further worsen the trend toward popula-
tion aging in the district. As before. this is clearly visible in the 
age dependency rates for 2022. The ratio of the people aged 
65+ to those aged 0–14 is 205.7%, compared to 165.9% in the 
country on average, and to those aged 15–64 – 47.4%, versus 
the national average of 37.7%.

The share of the district’s population living in urban areas is 
relatively low – 61.9%, compared to 73.6% in the country, while 
the population density in those areas is considerably lower – 
774 persons/sq. km, while nationally it is 1,404 persons/sq. km. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The district’s performance in the education category is unsat-
isfactory and the district ranks immediately before the last one 
in this category (Sliven district). The share of children attend-
ing kindergarten is increasing but in 2022 it remained below 
average. The enrolment ratio in 5th–7th grade registered a de-
crease to 86.3% in 2022 and fell below the national average of 
90.7%. The percentage of school year repeaters has risen and 
continues to be considerably higher than the national average. 

Lovech is also the district with the lowest alignment between 
vocational education and the profile of the economy, which is 
mainly due to the fact that it has the highest share of trainees 
in the hospitality and catering sector (almost double the na-
tional average) and at the same time a relatively low share of 
persons employed in this economic activity.

Students’ results in the district are low. The average score in the 
2022 NAE in mathematics after 7th grade is 27.5 points, versus 
35.3 points in the country on average. The average grade in the 
State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and literature 
is “Good” 3.62, compared to 3.93 in the country, while the share 
of “fail” grades (below 3.00) has gone up to 24.9%, against the 
national average of 17.9%.

The number of university students in Lovech district again re-
mained extremely low in 2022, with only the Technical College, 
which is a branch of Gabrovo Technical University, on its territory.

Healthcare   
The average life expectancy in Lovech district continues to de-
cline and is lower than the national average. The infant mortal-
ity rate is also significantly less favorable than average.

The number of GPs in 2022 again remained higher than the 
national average. Specialist physicians, however, are relative-
ly scarce. The share of people with health insurance remains 
above the national average.

Security and justice   
The workloads of criminal judges are below the national av-
erage, which reflects on the speed of delivery of justice. In 
2022, one local judge in Lovech district heard an average of 
8.7 cases a month, versus 10.1 cases per judge nationally. The 
proportion of criminal cases closed within 3 months was equal 
to the national average, but the number of pending cases was 
relatively low.

In 2022, the relative number of registered crimes against the 
person and property in Lovech district went up to 11.9 per 
1,000 people and remained above the national average of 11.6 
per 1,000 people. However, the detection rate was higher than 
the national average – 54%, against 49% in the country.

Environment   
The share of waste generated by the households in Lovech dis-
trict is relatively low – 379 kg/person per annum, compared to 
445 kg/person nationally, but the share of this waste handed 
over for treatment and recycling remains extremely low – 7%, 
compared to the national average of 74% for 2021.

The share of population with access to public sewerage net-
works in 2021 again continued to lag behind the national av-
erage, falling to 59.9%, compared to 74.8% countrywide. The 
share of sewerage networks connected to a waste water treat-
ment plant is 56.0%, against 66.8% in the country. 

The share of forest areas in 2022 was close to the national aver-
age and that of degraded land – relatively limited.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life in Lovech district again showed little intensity in 
2022. The number of cinema visits continues to increase, but 
remains relatively small relative to the population. The same 
trend can be observed regarding library visits. Visits to muse-
ums have shown a more significant increase and continue to 
be above the national average – 930 per 1,000 people in the 
district, compared to 619 per 1,000 people nationally.

The relative number of beds in accommodation facilities, as 
well as the number of overnight stays in the district remains 
lower than the national average. The share of people em-
ployed in culture, sport and entertainment is also lower.

The number of beds in the local general hospitals has gone up 
but remains relatively low – 4.5 beds per 1,000 people in the 
district, versus 5.9 beds per 1,000 people in the country.

The number of hospitalizations in the district – 144 per 1,000 
people – is below the national average of 235 per 1,000 peo-
ple, and it is highly possible that some of the residents choose 
to seek medical care in the hospitals in Pleven district. 
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Key indicators for the district of Lovech

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,865 13,963 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,594 14,244 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 28.9 28.1 30.3 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 55.3 55.5 54.8 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 64.1 65.0 69.3 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 11.2 8.3 9.1 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 14.9 15.2 12.9 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 20.5 17.5 13.8 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 14,312 16,976 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,151 1,407 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

1,136 1,073 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 77.2 78.1 87.5 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 40.9 40.1 46.7 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 71.0 68.1 69.9 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 76.9 74.3 74.2 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –14.7 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –1.1 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.13 3.82 3.63 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

29.5 26.1 27.5 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 86.7 87.1 86.3 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.5 72.1 71.3 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 90.4 90.6 93.9 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,531 1,556 1,523 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 10.5 10.8 11.9 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 7.8 8.7 8.1 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 68.8 59.9 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 358 379 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 9.2 7.3 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 43 145 192 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 1,611 2,122 2,605 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Montana District

> Population  (2021)  119,950

> Territory (sq. km)  3,636

> Number of settlements 130

> Share of urban population (%) 64.2

Mo n t a n a  D i s t r i c t

Montana is among the districts with relatively 
low incomes and quality of life. Trends in the 

labor market are unfavorable but there is a noticea-
ble improvement in the educational structure of the 
workforce. Investment activity in the district is rela-
tively low. The density of the road and rail networks 
remains lower than the national average. The aver-
age level of local taxes in the municipalities of the 
district is the lowest in the country. The share of own 
revenue in the total revenues of the municipalities of 
the district is very limited.

The continuing tendency towards population aging 
in the whole of Bulgaria remains particularly con-
spicuous in Montana district. Students’ results are 
low. Access to GPs is relatively good. The number of 
beds in the local general hospitals remains signifi-
cantly higher than the national average. Delivery of 
justice in the district is the slowest in the country. 
The amount of household waste in the district is low, 
and its management is good. Cultural life and tour-
ism in Montana district are among the least active in 
the country.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
Montana is among Bulgaria’s districts with relatively low in-
comes and quality of life. GDP per capita in the district has been 
increasing but its value remains relatively low – 12,100 BGN, 
compared to 20,200 BGN in the country for 2021. Salaries and 
pensions have also increased but remain relatively low. The 
average gross annual salary of employed people has reached 
14,000 BGN, against 18,700 BGN nationally, and the monthly 
pension is 481 BGN on average, compared to 537 BGN in the 
country.

These indicators are the main prerequisite for the high poverty 
level in the district. Montana has outpaced Vidin and is now 
the district with the highest share of population living below 
the poverty line – 41.0%, compared to 22.9% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The unfavorable trends in the local labor market rank Mon-
tana at the bottom in the country in this category for 2022. 
The share of the working-age population continues to decline 
and is down to 55.2%, compared to 58.5% nationally. Econom-
ic activity in the district has been rising but still remains the 
lowest in the country with a rate of 61.8%, compared to 73.6% 
nationwide. This increase has been accompanied by a rise in 
both employment and unemployment. The employment rate 
in the district has reached 55.6%, compared to 70.4% nation-
wide, and is the lowest in the country. The unemployment rate 
is 11.7%, compared to the country’s average of 5.2%.

There is a noticeable improvement in the educational status of 
the workforce, though it still stands as a challenge facing the 
labor market. The share of people aged 25–64 with a university 
degree has gone up to 17.9%, against 29.8% nationally. The 
share of the workforce with primary or lower education has 
shrunk to 17.3%, whereas on a national scale it is 16.0%.

The demographic replacement rate as a ratio of the popula-
tion aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 has decreased to 57.4%, 
compared to 65.7% nationally. This means that for every 100 
people who are about to leave the labor market in the next few 
years, there are 57 young people who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment activity in Montana district remained comparative-
ly slack in 2021. The relative number of enterprises was among 
the lowest in the country – 36 per 1,000 people, compared to 
the national average of 60 per 1,000 people. Domestic and 
foreign investment is growing but also remains limited. FTA 
acquisition has reached 1,500 BGN/person, versus 3,100 BGN/
person nationally, and FDI amounts to 444 EUR/person, com-
pared to the national average of 4,100 EUR/person.

Production value in the district has gone up to 17,600 BGN/
person, against the national average of 31,200 BGN/person. 

Infrastructure   
Montana district’s performance in this category is among the 
worst in the country. The density of the road and railroad net-
works remains below the national average. The share of high-
ways and first-class roads is half that in the country – 9.1%, 
against 18.5% nationally. This can also explain the relatively 
poor condition of the roads – in 2022, only 23% of the road sur-
face was in good condition, compared to 41% in the country. 

Internet access in the district is increasing, but remains rela-
tively low – it is available to 83.9% of the households, com-
pared to 87.3% in the country.

Local taxes   
The average level of municipal taxes place Montana at the top 
in the country in this category for 2023. The average tax rate 
on motor vehicles is the lowest in the country – 1.22 BGN/kW, 
compared to 1.56 BGN/kW nationwide, and the tax on retail 
trade is the second lowest – 5.06 BGN/sq. m, compared to 
13.04 BGN/sq. m countrywide. The tax on non-residential im-
movable property of legal entities is the third lowest – 1.72‰, 
versus 2.08‰ nationwide.

Within the district, Medkovets is the municipality levying 
the lowest local taxes, while the municipalities of Chiprovtsi, 
Valchedram and Lom levy the highest.

Administration   
In 2023, the local authorities’ self-assessment on the develop-
ment of e-government registered a considerable increase and 
the district’s average is now above that in the country. Howev-
er, the self-assessment on the provision of one-stop shop ser-
vices remains at last year’s relatively low level. The AIP trans-
parency rating of the local administration is also lower, albeit 
slightly, than the country’s average – 69.4%, against 70.3% in 
the country.

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities is decreasing and remains among the 
lowest in the country – 16.7%, versus 29.0% in the country. The 
coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues is also 
low – 56.9%, against 84.2% in the country.

Utilization of EU funding in Montana district has been accel-
erating fast and is relatively high. By 30 June 2023, payments 
made in the district to beneficiaries of EU operational pro-
grams reached 3,027 BGN/person, compared to 2,836 BGN/
person nationally. Within the district, the top place in the utili-
zation of EU funds is occupied by the municipality of Montana 
city – 4,231 BGN/person, and the bottom place – by the munic-
ipalities of Brusartsi, Valchedrum and Yakimovo.
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Demography   
The continuing tendency towards population aging is particu-
larly conspicuous in Montana district. The natural population 
growth rate is once again among the five worst in the country 
at –17.1‰, versus –9.7‰ nationally. The net migration figure 
is positive, though remaining low at 0.4‰ 

The trend towards population aging is also visible in the dis-
trict’s age dependency ratios. The ratio of the population aged 
65+ to that aged 0–14 is 216.3%, compared to 165.9% in the 
country, and to that aged 15–64 it is 47.2%, compared to 37.7% 
in the country.

A relatively low share of the population of Montana district 
lives in urban settlements – 64.2%, versus the national average 
of 73.6%. Population density in the urban settlements is rela-
tively low – 824 persons/sq. km, compared to 1,404 persons/
sq. km countrywide.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The share of children in the district attending kindergarten is 
increasing, but remains relatively limited at 85.3%, compared 
to 87.3% nationally. In the past few years, the rate of enrolment 
in 5th–7th grade has been lagging behind the country’s aver-
age. In 2022, it was 86.9%, against 90.7% in the country. The 
percentage of school year repeaters is higher than the national 
average. The alignment between vocational education and the 
profile of the local economy is poor. 

The average results of the students from Montana district were 
again relatively low in 2023. The average score in the NEA in 
mathematics at the end of 7th grade was 27.7 p., which ranked 
it far behind the national average of 35.3 p. The average re-
sult in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language was 
“Good” 3.64, compared to 3.93 nationally. The share of “fail” 
(below 3.00) grades was close to the national average – 19.5% 
in the district, versus 17.9% nationally.

There are no universities or branches of universities in the dis-
trict of Montana.

Healthcare   
Life expectancy in Montana continues to decline and is the 
second lowest in the country (after Vidin). Infant mortality has 
been decreasing but remains above the national average.

Access to GPs in Montana district remained relatively good 
in 2022. The proportion of population cared by GPs is 1,521 
persons to 1 GP, compared to 1,678 persons to 1 GP as the 
country’s average. However, the relative number of specialist 
physicians is relatively low. The number of beds in the local 
general hospitals has been rising and remains considerably 
higher than in the country, with 7.5 beds per 1,000 people, 
versus the national average of 5.9 beds per 1,000 people. 

Higher than the national average are also the hospitalization 
figures – 252 per 1,000 people in the district, compared to 235 
per 1,000 people nationally.

Security and justice   
Montana remains among the regions with the worst perfor-
mance in the sphere of security and justice for 2022. Although 
the workloads of the criminal judges are among the lowest in 
the country, the delivery of justice is extremely slow. One local 
judge hears an average of 6.4 criminal cases per month, com-
pared to 10.1 cases per judge per month in the country. Mon-
tana is the district with the lowest share of cases closed within 
3 months – 77%, versus 89% nationally, and with the highest 
share of pending cases – 15%, against 12% in the country.

The registered crimes against the person and property have 
decreased but their number remains relatively high – 12.3 per 
1,000 people, compared to 11.6 per 1,000 people in the coun-
try. Despite this, the share of cleared crimes is relatively high 
– 52%, compared to 49% in the country.

Environment   
The amount of household waste is relatively low, and its 
management – relatively good. In 2021, the average amount 
of household waste generated annually was 333 kg/person, 
against the average of 445 kg/person nationwide. The share 
of waste handed over for treatment and recycling was 92%, 
compared to 74% as the national average.

The relatively low share of urban population accounts for the 
relatively low share of households living in settlements with a 
public sewerage network – 59.6%, compared to 74.8% in the 
country. Montana is also the district with the lowest number 
of public sewerage networks connected to wastewater treat-
ment plants – available to 35.3% of the households, compared 
to 66.8% in the country.

The share of forest areas is relatively low – 23%, against 33% 
in the country, but the share of degraded land is also relatively 
low – 0.11%, against 0.43% in the country. Installed RES capac-
ities relative to the population in the district are lower than 
average. 

Culture and tourism   
The indicators in this category rank Montana last in the coun-
try. In 2022, cultural life in Montana was once again among 
the least active in the country. Cinema visits went up to 164 
per 1,000 people, versus 590 per 1,000 people nationwide. 
The local museums managed to attract 128 persons per 1,000 
people, compared to the national average of 619 persons per 
1,000 people. Since 2015, there has been no library in the dis-
trict large enough to be included in the official NSI statistics.

The relative number of beds in accommodation facilities is rel-
atively low and overnight stays are few. The share of people 
employed in the culture, sport and entertainment sector is 
also limited.
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Key indicators for the district of Montana

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,027 12,088 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,487 13,983 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 46.3 42.0 41.0 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 55.8 56.2 55.2 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 52.1 52.5 55.6 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 13.0 10.8 11.7 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 28.2 24.1 17.3 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 11.3 14.0 17.9 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 15,717 17,649 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,267 1,514 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

288 444 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 58.2 70.2 83.9 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 35.2 27.0 23.0 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 54.6 59.8 56.9 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 72.0 69.5 69.4 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –17.1 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 0.4 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.94 3.78 3.64 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

30.1 27.8 27.7 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 83.0 81.8 86.9 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 72.3 70.6 70.3 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 87.7 88.5 91.1 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,502 1,547 1,521 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 13.7 13.2 12.3 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 13.3 15.6 15.0 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 61.0 59.6 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 306 333 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 78.3 92.2 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 96 123 164 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 822 520 736 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.



53

Pazardzhik district

> Population  (2021)  229,814

> Territory (sq. km)  4,457

> Number of settlements 118

> Share of urban population (%) 61.4

P a z a r d z h i k  d i s t r i c t

GDP, salaries and pensions in Pazardzhik district 
have continued to grow, but remain relatively 

low. 2022 marked a considerable rise of the employ-
ment rate, while the unemployment rate remained 
steady. The educational profile of the workforce re-
mains a challenge for the local labor market. Invest-
ment and business activity in the district is not par-
ticularly brisk. The quality of the road surface remains 
relatively high. The average level of local taxes is rel-
atively low. The AIP active transparency rating of the 
local administration has registered a slight decrease 
and remains relatively low. 

Age dependency ratios in the district continue to 
worsen, but are still more favorable than the national 
average. Students’ results remain relatively low. Ac-
cess to GPs in the district is better than in the coun-
try on average, but there is an obvious shortage of 
specialist physicians. The workloads of the local 
criminal judges are comparable to the national aver-
age, but the delivery of justice is significantly faster. 
Pazardzhik district retains its place as the country’s 
leader in installed RES capacities. Cultural life in the 
Pazardzhik region is among the less active ones in 
the country. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021, GDP, salaries and pensions in Pazardzhik district con-
tinued to grow, though remaining relatively low. GDP per cap-
ita reached 11,700 BGN, compared to 20,200 BGN in the coun-
try on average. The gross annual salary of persons employed 
in a labor or service contract was 14,800 BGN, compared to 
18,700 BGN in the country. Pensions are growing at a rate 
above the national average and their average monthly amount 
has reached 488 BGN, compared to 537 BGN in the country.

The Gini coefficient for income inequality is close to but below 
the national average for 2022. The share of people living below 
the national poverty line has shrunk but remains above the na-
tional average – 27.0% in the district, versus 22.9% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in the district con-
tinues to decline and is moving away from the national aver-
age – in 2022 it was 57.8% in the district, compared to 58.5% 
in the country. The economic activity rate has risen to 72.7%, 
against 73.6% in the country. This increase has been accompa-
nied by a significant rise in employment and a stabilization of 
the unemployment rate, with both rates being less favorable 
than the respective national averages. The employment rate 
has reached 68.7%, compared to 70.4% nationally, and that of 
unemployment remains 7.3%, versus the national average of 
5.2%.

The educational profile of the workforce remains a persistent 
challenge facing the local labor market. In 2022, the share of 
people with a university degree continued to decrease and 
came down to 14.5%, against an average of 29.8% in the coun-
try, while the share of those with primary or lower education 
shrank to 25.6%, versus 16.0% nationally.

The demographic replacement ratio of people aged 15–19 to 
those aged 60–64 is 57.2%, compared to the national aver-
age of 65.7%. This means that for every 100 people who are 
about to leave the workforce in the next few years, there are 
57 young people who will join the labor market.

Investment and business   
Investment and business activity in Pazardzhik district was not 
particularly brisk in 2021, although there have been some no-
ticeable positive developments. The number of enterprises re-
mained low – 44 per 1,000 people, against the national average 
of 60 per 1,000 people. There was an increase in foreign and 
domestic investment to levels above those in most districts. 
FTA acquisition expenditures have reached 2,400 BGN/person, 
and FDI – 1,800 EUR/person. Production value in Pazardzhik 
district has continued to rise, reaching 20,400 BGN/person.

As regards utilization of EU funding, Pazardzhik district has also 
recorded some increase, though the amounts remain relatively 

Infrastructure   
In 2022, the density of railroad network in Pazardzhik district 
again remained higher than the national average. The road 
network density and the share of highways and first-class 
roads were lower than the respective national average figures 
but road surface quality remained relatively high. The share of 
road surface in good condition increased to 57.7%, compared 
to 41.1% in the country.

In 2019, the district population’s access to the internet retained 
its level of 85.1% of the households and remained below the 
national average of 87.3%.

Local taxes   
The average level of local taxes in the municipalities of 
Pazardzhik district remained relatively low in 2023. Of the 
five monitored taxes, the only exception was the tax rate on 
non-gratuitous acquisition of property, which was higher, al-
beit slightly, than the national average. Considerably lower 
than the average ones in the country were the local tax rates 
on non-residential immovable property for legal entities, on 
motor vehicles, taxi transportation and retail trade.

Within the district, the municipalities of Sarnitsa and Bratsigo-
vo levy the lowest local taxes, while the highest rates are in the 
municipalities of Pazardzhik, Velingrad and Lesichovo. 

Administration   
In 2023, the local authorities’ self-assessments on the develop-
ment of e-government and on the provision of one-stop shop 
services retained in general their levels and remained below 
the respective national averages. The performance of the dis-
trict’s e-government was rated at an average of 3.22 p. out of 
4 p., versus the national average of 3.35 p., and the provision 
of one-stop shop services – at 3.1 p. out of 4 p., compared to 
3.4 p. nationally. In 2023, the AIP Active transparency ratings of 
the local administration dropped slightly to 65.2%, against the 
national average of 70.3%, and remained relatively low. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the mu-
nicipalities in the district remains at a level of 22.6%, versus 
29.0% in the country for 2022, while the coverage of munici-
pal expenditures with local revenues has decreased to 66.2%, 
against 84.2% nationally.

low. By 30 June 2023, payments made in the district to bene-
ficiaries of EU operational programs amounted to 1,904 BGN/
person, against 2,836 BGN/person nationwide. Within the dis-
trict, the municipality with the highest rate of utilization was 
that of Panagyurishte, and the one with the lowest – the mu-
nicipality of Rakitovo.

Relative research and development expenditure is increasing.
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate of –10.5‰ is close to 
but below the national average of –9.7‰. At the same time, 
Pazardzhik manages to attract new residents and the net mi-
gration rate is positive at 4.2‰.

Age dependency ratios remain more favorable than in the 
country on average. In 2022, the ratio of people aged 65+ to 
those aged 0–14 reached 167.9%, compared to 165.9% in the 
country, and of people aged 65+ to those aged 15–64 it was 
38.5%, against 37.7% nationally.

The proportion of urban population in Pazardzhik district re-
mains relatively low – 61.4%, versus the national average of 
73.6%, while the average density of the population living in 
urban settlements is relatively high – 1,867 persons/sq. km, 
against 1,404 persons/sq. km on average nationwide.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Pazardzhik is among the districts with the worst performance 
in the indicators for the education category. The net rate of 
enrolment in 5th–7th grade has increased but still remains rel-
atively low – 88.9% in the district, against the national average 
of 90.7%. School year repeaters make up an excessively high 
percentage – 2.0%, versus 1.2% nationally. The misalignment 
between vocational education and the profile of the local 
economy is worsening – there is a shortage of manufactur-
ing-related courses at the expense of a disproportionate num-
ber of trainees in ICT courses.

The average results of the district’s students in 2023 again re-
main relatively low. The average score in the NEA in mathe-
matics at the end of 7th grade was 29.5 p., versus 35.3 p. in the 
country. The average grade in the State matriculation exam in 
Bulgarian language and literature was “Good” 3.54 in the dis-
trict, compared to 3.93 nationally, and the share of “fail” grades 
(below 3.00) – 25.3%, versus the average of 17.9% nationwide. 

There are no universities or branches of universities in the dis-
trict of Pazardzhik.

Healthcare   
Life expectancy in the district continues to decline, but re-
mains close to the national average. However, the infant mor-
tality rate is increasing and is relatively high. The district’s 
health insurance coverage rate increased in 2022 and came 
close to the national average. 

Access to GPs in the district is better than the national aver-
age but there is a definite shortage of specialist physicians. The 
availability of beds in the local general hospitals is traditionally 
higher than average and in 2022 there were 7.3 beds per 1,000 
people, versus the national average of 5.9 beds per 1,000 people. 

Hospitalization figures are extremely high – 302 per 1,000 peo-
ple, versus 235 per 1,000 people nationally. 

Security and justice   
Pazardzhik is among the districts with the best performance in 
the category assessing security and justice in 2022.

The workloads of the local criminal judges are comparable to 
the national average of 10.1 cases per judge per month, but 
delivery of justice is considerably speedier. The share of crim-
inal cases closed within 3 months is 95%, against the national 
average of 89%, and pending cases amount to 7%, compared 
to the national average of 12%.

The number of crimes in the district remains relatively small, 
while their detection rate is above the country’s average. In 2022, 
the registered crimes against the person and property amount-
ed to 7.7 per 1,000 people, versus 11.6 per 1,000 people nation-
wide. The detection rate was 52%, against 49% nationally.

Environment   
Pazardzhik’s performance in this category places the district 
almost at the top (second only to Smolyan). The main reason 
for this is that Pazardzhik continues to be the leader in terms 
of installed RES capacities – 5.51 kW per person, compared to 
0.85 kW per person in the country.

Although in districts with a relatively high share of rural pop-
ulation connectivity to public sewerage systems is usually 
limited, in Pazardzhik district such access in 2021 was close to 
the country’s average – 71.1%, compared to 74.8% national-
ly. However, connectivity to wastewater treatment plants lags 
significantly behind, with 43.7%, versus 66.8% nationally.

The amount of household waste generated in the district is 
above average. The share of waste handed over for treatment 
and recycling has registered a considerable increase, reaching 
72% in the district, versus 74% nationally.

Pazardzhik is the district with the second highest share of for-
est areas, where it is outranked only by Smolyan – 54% in the 
district, versus 33% countrywide. The share of degraded land, 
for its part, is close to the national average – 0.4%.

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, cultural life in Pazardzhik district again remained 
among the least active in the country. Cinema visits went up 
to reach 169 per 1,000 people, but their number remains con-
siderably lower than the national average of 590 per 1,000 
people. The trend in visits to libraries is similar. Visits to local 
museums increased at a rate faster than the national average 
and reached 705 per 1,000 people, compared to 619 per 1,000 
people nationwide.

The number of beds in accommodation facilities has reached 36 
per 1,000 people, versus 55 per 1,000 people in the country, and 
the number of overnight stays – 3,732 per 1,000 people, versus 
3,739 per 1,000 people in the country. The share of people em-
ployed in the culture, sport and entertainment sector as a share 
of all employed people in the district is half the average figure.
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Key indicators for the district of Pazardzhik

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,995 11,653 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,090 14,842 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 32.9 30.6 27.0 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.5 59.5 57.8 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 67.4 64.9 68.7 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 9.7 7.3 7.3 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 24.2 27.2 25.6 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 15.6 15.2 14.5 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 17,006 20,367 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,911 2,372 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

1,710 1,807 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 81.7 85.1 85.1 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 49.6 54.7 57.7 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 66.6 68.8 66.2 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 70.4 65.3 65.2 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –10.5 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 4.2 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.03 3.80 3.54 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

30.9 30.1 29.5 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 79.8 78.4 88.9 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.8 72.4 71.8 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 85.1 85.8 93.0 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,669 1,671 1,598 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 7.3 7.2 7.7 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 10.4 7.0 6.6 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 72.6 71.1 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 358 480 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 5.9 72.3 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 43 121 169 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 1,546 2,032 3,732 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Pernik district

> Population  (2021)  114,162

> Territory (sq. km)  2,394

> Number of settlements 171

> Share of urban population (%) 78.4

P e r n i k  d i s t r i c t

Salaries and pensions in Pernik district continue 
to rise and the poverty level remains low. The 

workforce is characterized by a relatively high share 
of people with secondary education. Investment 
activity in the district is relatively slack. Pernik is 
among the districts with the highest density of road 
networks, although the share of highways and first-
class roads remains low. The average rate of the tax-
es levied by the local municipalities is relatively low. 
The AIP active transparency rating of the district’s 
municipalities is among the lowest in the country.
Age dependency continues to deteriorate. Stu-

dents’ results in the district are traditionally low-
er than the national average. Pernik has the low-
est number of beds in the local general hospitals. 
The relative number of registered crimes in Per-
nik district is close to the national average, while 
the detection rate is slightly higher. The amount 
of generated household waste is the highest in 
the country, though practically all of this waste is 
handed over for treatment and recycling. Cultur-
al life and tourism in the district are characterized 
by their low intensity, which is probably related to 
Pernik’s proximity to the capital. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021, GDP per capita in Pernik district registered an in-
crease, but although it was higher than the national average, it 
remained relatively low. Salaries and pensions have also con-
tinued to rise. The average gross annual salary of people em-
ployed in a labor or service contract has reached 14,100 BGN 
and is relatively low, compared to 18,700 BGN on average na-
tionwide. At the same time, the average pension is among the 
highest in the country – 591 BGN, against 537 BGN country-
wide. The explanation for this is that a number of the district’s 
residents have had jobs in the capital and were paid higher 
salaries, with the result that their pensions are now relatively 
higher.

The Gini coefficient for income inequality in the district is rela-
tively low. The poverty rate remains relatively limited.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in Pernik district 
continues to decline and is lower than the national average 
– 57.1% in the district, compared to 58.5% in the country in 
2022. Economic activity is increasing and its rate is among the 
highest in the country (only below that in the capital) – 78.1%, 
versus 73.6% in the country. This increase is accompanied by 
a simultaneous decrease in both employment and unemploy-
ment. The employment rate has reached 69.2%, against 70.4% 
in the country, and the unemployment rate – 4.3%, compared 
to 5.2% in the country.

A characteristic of the workforce in Pernik district is the rela-
tively large share of people with secondary education. While 
on a national scale 54% of the population have secondary edu-
cation, in Pernik district they constitute 70%, with lower shares 
of both university graduates and people with primary or low-
er education. A major challenge facing the local labor market 
continues to be population aging. 

Investment and business   
Investment activity in Pernik district again remained relatively 
slack in 2021. Its proximity to the capital affects both the num-
ber of enterprises and the investment flows attracted into the 
district. There are 46 enterprises per 1,000 people, compared 
to 60 per 1,000 people in the country. Both foreign and domes-
tic investment flows have been rising but remain relatively low. 
FTA acquisition expenditures have reached 1,600 BGN/person, 
against 3,100 BGN/person countrywide, while FDI amounts 
to 1,900 EUR/person, compared to 4,100 EUR/person nation-
ally. Production value in Pernik district has also gone up to 
19,5200 BGN/person, compared to an average of 31,200 BGN/
person nationwide. 

Utilization of European funds has been on the increase but its 
figures still rank Pernik among the worst performing districts 
in the country. By 30 June 2023, payments made to beneficiar-

Infrastructure   
In 2022, the density of the road and railroad networks in Pernik 
district again remained considerably higher than the national 
average: the density of the road network is 24 km/100 sq. km 
(versus 18 km/100 sq. km in the country) and is the second 
highest in the country (after Gabrovo district), and that of the 
railway network is 4.8 km/100 sq. km (versus 3.6 km/100 sq. km 
in the country). The share of highways and first-class roads re-
mains lower – 15.9%, against 18.5% in the country; however, 
the quality of the roads is close to the national average, with 
a share of road surfaces in good condition of 40.7%, against 
41.1% countrywide. 

Households’ access to internet access has registered a consid-
erable increase over the past few years, though in 2022 it again 
remained below the national average – 84.9% in Pernik dis-
trict, versus 87.3% nationally. 

Local taxes   
The average level of the local taxes in Pernik district’s munici-
palities again remained relatively low in 2023. The one excep-
tion is the average rate of the tax on non-gratuitous acquisi-
tion of property, which is higher than the national average. The 
reason for this is that half of the municipalities in the district 
have increased the rate of this tax for 2023. Considerably lower 
are the average rates of the taxes on motor vehicles, taxi trans-
portation and those on immovable non-residential property 
for legal entities. 

Within the district, the lowest taxes are levied by the munici-
palities of Breznik and Zemen, and the highest ones – by the 
municipality of Kovachevtsi.

Administration   
The local authorities’ self-assessments on the development of 
e-government and on the provision of one-stop shop services 
rose slightly in 2023, though they again remained below the 
country’s average. 

The AIP Active transparency rating of the local administration 
in Pernik’s municipalities retained its level and in 2023 it was 
the second lowest in the country, followed only by the munic-
ipalities in Kyustendil district – 52.4% in Pernik, compared to 
the national average of 70.3%. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of municipal-
ities in the district was 25.4% in 2022, compared to 29.0% in 
the country, and the coverage of municipal expenditures with 
local revenues reached 69.0%, against 84.2% nationally.

ies under EU operational programs amounted to 1,721 BGN/
person, compared to 2,836 BGN on average nationally.
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate in Pernik district again 
remained considerably below the national average, reaching   
–22.1‰ in the district, versus –9.7‰ countrywide in 2022. The 
net migration rate is positive (3.1‰), though it cannot com-
pensate for the considerable population decrease. 

The rapid rate of population aging in the district is also evi-
dent in the age dependency ratios. The ratio of the population 
aged 65+ to that aged 0–14 is 196.0%, compared to 165.9% in 
the country, and to that aged 15–64, it is 42.1%, against 37.7% 
nationally.

The share of urban population is relatively high – 78.4%, ver-
sus 73.6% countrywide, but its density is low – 856 persons/
sq. km, compared to 1,404 persons/sq. km in the country.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The share of children attending kindergarten is above average 
– 88.6% in the district, compared to 87.3% in the country. The 
rate of enrolment in 5th–7th grade in 2022 was comparable to 
the national average, while the share of school year repeaters 
remained relatively low. The alignment between vocational 
education and the profile of the local economy is close to the 
national average. Pernik is the district with the highest share of 
trainees in the ICT sector and in transport, storage and postal 
services, although neither sector provides enough opportuni-
ties for regional employment.

The average score in the NEA in mathematics after 7th grade is 
relatively low – 29.2 p., compared to 35.3 p. nationally. The av-
erage grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian lan-
guage and literature is traditionally below the national aver-
age – “Good” 3.64, versus 3.93 respectively. However, the share 
of “fail” grades (below 3.00) in the district has risen consider-
ably to 28.0%, against 17.9 in the country, and is the second 
highest nationwide, only after that in Shumen district.

The small number of university students in the district can be 
explained with the presence of one single small university on 
Pernik district’s territory – the European Polytechnical University.

Healthcare   
The share of people with health insurance in Pernik district has 
increased but is lagging behind the national average. The dis-
trict is relatively well provided with GPs, but in 2022 there were 
again relatively few specialist physicians. 

Pernik continues to be the district with the lowest number of 
beds in the local general hospitals – 2.6 beds per 1,000 people, 
which is half the average number in the country (5.9 beds per 
1,000 people). The relative number of hospitalizations is also 
among the lowest compared to the other districts – 61 per 1,000 
people, compared to 235 per 1,000 people nationwide. These 
figures suggest that Pernik’s population seeks medical care out-
side the district, most probably in hospitals in the capital.

Security and justice   
The workloads of the local criminal judges in Pernik district are 
comparable to the national average – one local criminal judge 
hears an average of 9.6 cases per month, compared to 10.1 cas-
es per month per judge in the country. The speed of delivery of 
justice is also comparable to the national average, with 89% of 
cases completed within 3 months.

The crime rate in Pernik district is close to the national average, 
while the detection rate is slightly higher. Registered crimes 
against the person and property in the district amounted to 
11.4 per 1,000 people in 2022, versus an average of 11.6 crimes 
per 1,000 people nationwide. The detection rate was 51%, 
against 49% for the country on average.

Environment   
The relatively high share of urban population accounts for the 
large share of the population living in settlements with a pub-
lic sewerage network – 79.4%, compared to 74.8% in the coun-
try in 2021. Connectivity to wastewater treatment plants is 
also high – 74.3%, against 66.8% countrywide. In 2021, Pernik 
was once again the district with the highest volume of gener-
ated household waste – 531 kg/person per annum, compared 
to 445 kg/person in the country. At the same time, however, 
practically all waste was handed over for treatment and recy-
cling, against 74% nationally.

The share of forest areas in Pernik district is relatively high 
– 41% in the district, versus 33% countrywide. However, the 
share of degraded land is twice the national average – 0.96%, 
compared to 0.42% in the country in 2022. The installed RES 
capacities relative to the population remain relatively small. 

Culture and tourism   
Pernik is among the districts with a relatively stagnant cultural 
life, which is probably due to its proximity to the capital. In 
2022, cinema visits rose fast and amounted to 625 per 1,000 
people, exceeding the national average of 590 per 1,000 peo-
ple. Visits to the local museums and libraries, however, are lag-
ging very much behind.

Tourism activity is also of low intensity. The number of beds in 
accommodation facilities is 5 per 1,000 people, compared to 
55 per 1,000 people in the country. The number of overnight 
stays is 329 per 1,000 people, compared to 3,739 per 1,000 
people in the country. The share of employees in the sector is 
also relatively low.

Life expectancy in the district is close to but below the nation-
al average. The infant mortality rate in the district has fallen 
considerably and is among the lowest in the country. 
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Key indicators for the district of Pernik

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 9,352 11,084 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,359 14,074 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 16.8 19.1 19.0 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 57.9 58.2 57.1 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 69.8 71.2 69.2 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 5.8 4.6 4.3 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 11.3 11.3 14.7 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 25.1 18.0 15.5 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 15,202 19,468 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,432 1,641 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

1,872 1,876 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 83.4 82.8 84.9 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 49.7 41.3 40.7 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 53.8 63.7 69.0 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 59.6 52.4 52.4 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –16.9 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 3.1 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.06 3.79 3.64 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

32.0 28.4 29.2 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 89.6 91.0 90.4 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 72.9 71.4 71.3 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 89.6 89.3 92.9 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,536 1,595 1,563 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 11.0 9.5 11.4 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 13.3 8.8 11.0 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 78.9 79.4 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 455 531 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 82.1 99.9 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 19 99 625 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 166 143 329 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Pleven district

> Population  (2021)  226,120

> Territory (sq. km) 4,653

> Number of settlements 123

> Share of urban population (%) 67.5

P l e v e n  d i s t r i c t

In 2022, GDP per capita in Pleven district contin-
ued its significant growth. Salaries and pensions 

have been rising relatively fast. Economic activity in 
the district is extremely slack. Investment is rising. 
The density of the road and rail network is higher 
than the national average. The rates of local taxes 
in the municipalities of Pleven district are close to 
the national averages. Pleven ranks among the dis-
tricts with relatively high ratings in the indicators 
measuring the performance of the administration.
The process of population aging is worsening. The 

district does not perform well in the indicators as-
sessing education. Pleven is a district with strong 
traditions in the field of healthcare and is among 
the leaders in this category. The workloads of the 
local criminal judges are relatively low, but this does 
not reflect on the speed of delivery of justice. Plev-
en is the district with the lowest share of forest area. 
The share of waste handed over for treatment and 
recycling continues to be relatively high. Cultural 
life and tourism are characterized by a relatively low 
intensity.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
In 2022, GDP per capita in Pleven district continued its signif-
icant growth, reaching 12,900 BGN and outstripping that in 
most other districts. 

Salaries and pensions are also rising relatively fast, though 
they lag behind the respective national averages. The average 
annual salary of people employed in a labor or service contract 
has reached 14,600 BGN, and the average monthly pension – 
499 BGN. 

The Gini coefficient for income inequality is relatively low. An 
increase is visible in the poverty level in the district. In 2022, 
the proportion of the population living below the national 
poverty line reached 31.4%, compared to 22.9% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in Pleven district 
has continued to decline and remains relatively low – 54.9%, 
compared to 58.5% in the country in 2022. Economic activity 
is also extremely sluggish (65.8% in the district versus 73.6% in 
the country) and has declined for the second year in a row. At 
the same time, employment has increased slightly but remains 
low, while unemployment has declined slightly but remains 
high. The employment rate has reached 62.5%, st 70.4% na-
tionally, and the unemployment rate – 7.6%, compared to 5.2% 
countrywide.

In 2022, the share of the population aged 25–64 with a univer-
sity degree dropped to 22.8%, st 29.8% in the country, though 
the share of those with primary or lower education also de-
creased to 19.7%, compared to 16.0% nationally. 

The population replacement rate as a ratio of those aged 15–19 
to those aged 60–64 remains relatively low – 59.2% in Pleven 
district, st 65.7% countrywide. This means that for every 100 
people who are about to leave the labor market in the next 
few years, there will be 59 young people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
In 2021, the relative number of non-financial enterprises re-
mained unchanged at 42 per 1,000 people, versus 60 per 1,000 
people nationally. Investment has registered a considerable 
rise. FTA acquisition expenditures have reached 2,200 BGN/
person, and FDI stocks – 1,500 EUR/person. 

Production value in the district has continued to rise consider-
ably, reaching 19,200 BGN/person.

Expenditure on research and development is 94 BGN per capi-
ta, higher than that in most districts.

Utilization of European funds in Pleven district remains be-
low the national average. By 30 June 2023, payments made 
in the district to beneficiaries under EU operational programs 

Infrastructure   
Pleven district is characterized by a higher than average den-
sity of the road and railroad network. However, the share of 
highways and first-class roads remains relatively limited – 
12.2% in 2022, versus 18.5 in the country. Nevertheless, road 
quality is commensurable with the national average – 40% of 
the roads are in good condition, compared to the national av-
erage of 41%. 

The share of households with internet access is rising but re-
mains relatively low – 80.8%, st the average of 87.3% nationally.

Local taxes   
In 2022, Pleven district kept local taxes at levels comparable to 
the national average rates, though the local rates were signifi-
cantly higher than the average ones in northwestern Bulgaria.

Two of the monitored rates in the district were on average con-
siderably higher than the respective national averages – the 
tax on non-residential immovable property for legal entities 
and the tax on non-gratuitous acquisition of property. For 
their part, the average taxes on motor vehicles and retail trade 
are relatively low. Within the district, Pleven city municipality 
levies the highest local taxes, while the lowest rates are in the 
municipalities of Dolni Dubnik and Pordim. 

Administration   
Pleven is among the districts with relatively high ratings in 
the indicators assessing the work of the local administration. 
In 2023, the local administrations’ self-assessments on the de-
velopment of e-government and on the provision of one-stop 
shop services continued to exceed the respective national av-
erages. 

The AIP Active transparency rating of the local administration 
has been lagging behind and it is lower, albeit slightly, than 
the national average – 70.0% in Pleven district, versus 70.3% 
nationally. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the district’s 
municipalities is relatively low – 22.7%, compared to 29.0% in 
the country, but the coverage of municipal expenditures with 
local revenues is higher than average – 84.9%, compared to 
84.2% in the country.

amounted to 2,562 BGN/person, compared to 2,836 BGN/per-
son in the country. Within the district, the highest figures for 
utilization of EU funding were recorded by Belene municipality.
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Demography   
In 2022, the natural population growth rate remained strongly 
negative at –13.9‰, against the national average of –9.7‰. 
Pleven district also fails to attract new residents and the net 
migration rate is also negative (–0.5‰). 

These processes are the main prerequisite for the high level 
of population aging in the district. In 2022, the age depend-
ency rate as a ratio of people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 
years reached 211.1%, compared to 165.9% in the country on 
average, and to those aged 15–64 years – 47.4%, versus 37.7% 
nationwide.

The share of urban population remains relatively small – 67.5%, 
compared to 73.6% in the country, and population density in 
urban areas is also relatively low – 1,010 persons/sq. km, ver-
sus 1,404 persons/sq. km nationwide. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The enrolment ratio in 5th–7th grades went up to 90.4% in 
2022, though it failed to reach the national average of 90.7%. 
The share of school year repeaters remains relatively high. The 
alignment between vocational education and the profile of 
the local economy is close to the national average.

Students’ performance in Pleven district remained poor in 
2023. The average score in the NEA in mathematics after 7th 
grade was 28.0 p., compared to 35.3 p. nationally. The average 
grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language 
and literature was among the lowest in the country – “Good” 
3.51, versus 3.93 in the country, and “fail” grades (below 3.00) 
made up 27.8%, against the national average of 17.9%.

Pleven is one of the few districts in Bulgaria registering a 
steady increase in the number of university students over the 
past few years, though relative to the population it remains 
half the national average.

Healthcare   
Pleven district has strong traditions in the sphere of healthcare 
and in 2022 it held one of the top places in the country in the 
indicators for this category. The share of people with health 
insurance in the region remains at levels above the nation-
al average – 93.8% in the district, compared to 93.5% in the 
country. Indeed, Pleven is the district with the highest number 
of both GPs and specialist physicians. One local GP cares for 
1,233 persons on average, compared to 1,678 persons per doc-
tor in the country. The presence of a medical university in the 
city of Pleven is one of the prerequisites for the large number 
of doctors and the well-developed network of medical institu-
tions in the district.

Pleven is also the district best provided with hospital beds. 
In 2022, their number continued to increase, reaching the 
unprecedented 11.6 beds per 1,000 people, compared to 5.9 
beds per 1,000 people in the country. The relative number of 

Security and justice   
The workloads of the criminal judges in Pleven district are rel-
atively small, which, however, has little effect on the speed of 
delivery of justice. In 2022, one local judge heard an average 
of 7.5 cases a month, compared to 10.1 cases nationally. The 
proportion of criminal cases closed within 3 months was 93%, 
against the national average of 89%.

The number of crimes registered in Pleven district, as well as their 
detection rate, is comparable to the national average. The total 
number of crimes against the person and property is 11.5 per 
1,000 people, versus the average of 11.6 per 1,000 people nation-
wide, while the detection rate is 50%, against 49% in the country.

Environment   
The share of population living in settlements with access to a 
public sewerage network amounted to 57.3% in 2021, while 
connectivity to wastewater treatment plants was available to 
53.3% of the households, against 66.8% in the country. Both 
indicators place Pleven district behind the respective national 
averages, which is also an effect of the relatively low share of 
urban population. 

The average amount of household waste generated in the dis-
trict is comparable to the national average, while the share of 
that waste handed over for treatment and recycling also re-
mains relatively high – 83%, versus 74% nationally.

Pleven is the district with the lowest share of forest areas – 7%, 
compared to 33% nationally for 2022. However, the share of 
degraded land is also low – 0.18%, versus 0.43% nationally. The 
installed RES capacities relative to the population are close to 
the national average.

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, Pleven district’s cultural life remained characterized 
by relatively low intensity. There was a significant increase in 
the number of visits to the local cinemas and museums – 392 
per 1,000 people, versus 590 per 1,000 people nationwide, and 
612 per 1,000 people, versus 619 per 1,000 people nationwide 
respectively. Visits to libraries have decreased and their num-
ber remains relatively low.

The tourism sector has a weak presence in the district. The 
number of beds in accommodation facilities is 6 per 1,000 peo-
ple (compared to 55 per 1,000 people in the country) and the 
number of overnight stays is 529 per 1,000 people (compared 
to 3,739 per 1,000 people in the country). The share of peo-
ple employed in the culture, sport and entertainment sector is 
also relatively low.

patients treated in the local general hospitals remains consid-
erably higher than in the country – 398 per 1,000 people, com-
pared to 235 per 1,000 people nationwide.
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Key indicators for the district of Pleven

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,268 12,889 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,660 14,608 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 28.3 21.6 31.4 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 55.4 55.6 54.9 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 61.6 62.0 62.5 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 10.1 7.8 7.6 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 19.1 19.9 19.7 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 25.4 24.7 22.8 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 15,499 19,194 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,799 2,201 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

1,285 1,508 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 68.9 76.3 80.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 37.2 41.3 40.0 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 85.5 89.8 84.9 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 71.7 69.8 70.0 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –13.9 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –0.5 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.97 3.61 3.51 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

31.8 28.0 28.0 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 87.3 85.6 90.4 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.8 72.6 72.3 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 91.0 92.0 93.8 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,243 1,214 1,233 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 10.8 10.9 11.5 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 9.9 10.0 9.2 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 60.2 57.3 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 450 438 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 87.1 82.7 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 93 247 392 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 350 322 529 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Plovdiv district

> Population  (2021)  634,497

> Territory (sq. km)  5,973

> Number of settlements 212

> Share of urban population (%) 74.4

P l o v d i v  d i s t r i c t

GDP per capita in Plovdiv district has continued 
to grow. The share of the working-age popula-

tion is relatively high, but while the unemployment 
rate is significantly more favorable than the national 
average, the employment rate is lagging behind. In-
vestment and business activity has registered a sig-
nificant growth. The infrastructural development in 
the district can be assessed as very good. The level 
of the taxes on retail trade and taxi transportation in 
Plovdiv district is below the national average. The AIP 
active transparency rating of the local administration 
is above the country’s average.

Against the general trend towards population aging in 
the country, Plovdiv performs relatively well. The age 
dependency ratios are favorable. Students’ results are 
high. Plovdiv is also among the districts with the largest 
relative numbers of doctors and hospital beds. The rel-
ative number of patients treated in the local hospitals is 
the highest in the country. The workloads of the criminal 
judges in Plovdiv district are among the heaviest in the 
country but the speed of delivery of justice is relatively 
high. The share of forest areas is equal to the country’s 
average, but that of degraded land is considerably low-
er. Cultural life in the district is relatively active.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Plovdiv district has continued to grow, 
though at a slower rate than the national average for 2021. It 
reached 15,500 BGN, but dropped a place in the ranking (out-
stripped by Burgas) and is now the eighth highest in the coun-
try. Salaries and pensions in the district are also increasing. In 
2021, the average gross annual salary of people employed in 
a labor or service contract reached 15,900 BGN per year, com-
pared to 18,700 BGN in the country, and the average monthly 
pension – 525 BGN, versus 537 nationally. 

The poverty level remains above the national average. The 
share of the population living below the national poverty line 
is 29.4%, versus 22.9% countrywide.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
In 2022, the share of the working-age population in Plovdiv 
district was relatively high – 59.2%, compared to 58.5% coun-
trywide. Economic activity in Plovdiv district went up but with 
a rate of 69.1%, it remained below the average level of 73.6% 
in the country. The increase in economic activity was accom-
panied by a rise in employment and a drop in unemployment, 
but while the unemployment rate was considerably more fa-
vorable than the national average – 4.1 in the district, versus 
5.2% in the country, the employment rate is lagging behind – 
67.3% in the district, against 70.4% in the country. 

The educational structure of the workforce continues to be 
a major challenge facing the local labor market. It improved 
in 2022 but again remained slightly less favorable than the 
country’s average. The share of population with a university 
degree was 26.9%, against 29.8% in the country on average, 
while the share of those with primary or lower education was 
17.8%, compared to 16.0% nationally. The population replace-
ment ratio of those aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64 is 66.9%, 
compared to 65.7% in the country. This means that for every 
100 people who are about to leave the labor market in the next 
few years, there will be 67 young people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
In 2021, economic and business activity in Plovdiv district reg-
istered a considerable rise. The number of non-financial enter-
prises increased to equal to the national average – 60 per 1,000 
people in 2021. FTA acquisition expenditures grew consider-
ably to reach 3,400 BGN/person, which is the second highest 
figure in the country, below only that of the capital. FDI stock 
also registered an increase, reaching 3,200 EUR/person. Pro-
duction value has gone up to 32,300 BGN/person, ranking 
Plovdiv district fourth in the country in this indicator (below 
the capital, Sofia district and Stara Zagora). Research and de-
velopment expenditure per capita in the district has registered 
a slight decline, but remains second only to that in the capital. 

Infrastructure   
The level of development of the district’s infrastructure can be 
assessed as very good. The density of its road network is close 
to the average one in the country, but the density of its rail-
roads is considerably higher, with 5.4 km/100 sq. km of territo-
ry, versus 3.6 km/100 sq. km nationally. The share of highways 
and first-class roads is 17.5%, compared to the national aver-
age of 18.5%. The quality of the roads in the district is relatively 
good and is improving – in 2022, 54.7% of the road surface was 
in good condition, compared to the average of 41.1% coun-
trywide.

The relative share of households with internet access went up 
in 2022 and remained above the average one nationwide – 
89.1%, versus 87.3% respectively. 

Local taxes   
In 2023, the local tax burden in Plovdiv district displayed wide 
variations between the different taxes. The average rates of the 
taxes on non-residential immovable property for legal entities 
and on motor vehicles were higher than the respective nation-
al averages, though the margin was not large. The local tax on 
non-gratuitous acquisition of property also remained high. At 
the same time, the tax rates on retail trade and taxi transporta-
tion were lower than the country’s averages.

Within the district, the municipalities of Kaloyanovo and Mar-
itsa levy the lowest local taxes, while the highest rates are in 
those of Plovdiv city and Karlovo. 

Administration   
The local authorities’ self-assessments on the development of 
e-government and on the provision of one-stop shop services 
for 2023 went up and exceeded the respective national aver-
ages.

The AIP Active transparency rating of the local administration 
has retained its relatively high level – 72.4% in the district, ver-
sus 70.3% in the country.

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities decreased slightly, but remains high at 
30.2%, compared to 29.0% nationally. The coverage of munic-
ipal expenditures with local revenues is also higher than aver-
age – 85.4%, versus 84.2% nationally.

However, Plovdiv district has been lagging behind in the utili-
zation of European funds. By June 30th 2023, payments made 
in the district to beneficiaries under EU operational programs 
amounted to 2,165 BGN/person, compared to 2,836 BGN/per-
son. Within the district, the highest figures for utilization of EU 
funding were registered in the municipalities of Hissarya and 
Krichim. 
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Demography   
Contrary to the nationwide trend towards population ageing, 
Plovdiv district has been performing relatively well and the 
data for 2022 place the district among the top three (after the 
capital and Varna district). The natural growth rate of the pop-
ulation still exceeds the national average with –7.4‰ in the 
district, versus –9.7‰ in the country. In 2022, Plovdiv contin-
ued to attract new residents and its net migration rate of 7.0‰ 
is among the highest in the country.

These processes have once again left their relatively benefi-
cial impact on the age dependency ratios in the district for 
2022. The ratio of people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 years 
is 151.4%, compared to 165.4% in the country on average, and 
to those aged 15–64 years – 35.5%, versus 37.7% nationwide.

A relatively large share of the district’s population lives in ur-
ban areas – 74.4% in 2022, compared to 73.6% in the coun-
try. Plovdiv ranks third after the capital and Sliven as regards 
population density in its settlements – 2,372 persons/sq. km, 
against 1,404 persons/sq. km nationally. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The net enrolment rate in 5th–7th grade in Plovdiv district rose 
in 2022 and remained above the national average. The share 
of children attending kindergarten is close to but above the 
national average. Worse figures, however, have been recorded 
for the shares of school year repeaters, and the alignment be-
tween vocational education and the profile of the local econo-
my is lower than average.

In 2023, students’ results in Plovdiv district remained good. 
The average score in the NEA in mathematics after 7th grade 
was 35.3 points and equal to the national average. The average 
grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language 
and literature was “Good” 3.95, versus the average of 3.93 in 
the country. “Fail” grades (below 3.00) made up 16.1%, against 
the national average of 17.9%.

Plovdiv is among the districts with long and stable traditions 
in higher education. The number of university students is the 
third largest in the country, outranked only by those in Veliko 
Tarnovo and the capital. 

Healthcare   
Plovdiv is among the districts with the largest relative num-
ber of doctors and hospital beds. In 2022, one local GP cared 
for 1,599 persons on average, compared to 1,678 persons per 
doctor in the country. The index for access to specialist phy-
sicians is also more favorable than the national average. The 
local general hospitals provide 8.4 beds per 1,000 people, 
compared to 5.9 per 1,000 people in the country, which ranks 
Plovdiv second in the country after Pleven district. Plovdiv also 
retains its top place as regards the relative number of patients 
treated in the local general hospitals – 419 per 1,000 people, 
compared to 235 per 1,000 people nationwide. 

Security and justice   
The workloads of the criminal judges in Plovdiv district are 
among the heaviest in the country; however, this does not 
impede the speedy delivery of justice. One local judge hears 
an average of 11.4 cases a month, compared to 10.1 cases a 
month per judge nationally. The proportion of criminal cases 
closed within 3 months is 90%, compared to the average of 
89% nationwide, and pending cases make up 7%, against 12% 
in the country.

The number of crimes registered in Plovdiv district remains 
low, and crime detection relatively high. In 2022, the registered 
crimes against the person and property in the district amount-
ed to 8.1 per 1,000 people, versus the average of 11.6 per 1,000 
people nationwide, thus ranking Plovdiv district third in the 
country in this indicator. The detection rate has decreased to 
51%, but it remains above the national average of 49%.

Environment   
The concentration of the district’s population in towns and cit-
ies is a prerequisite for a relatively high share of households 
with access to a public sewerage network – 75.9%, versus 
74.8% nationally for 2021, and equally, for a high share of peo-
ple with accessibility to a public sewerage network connected 
to a wastewater treatment plant – 73.8%, against the national 
average of 66.8%. 

The amounts of household waste generated in the district 
remain high – 495 kg/person per annum, against an average 
of 445 kg/person nationally. At the same time, the amounts 
of this waste handed over for treatment and recycling have 
dropped to 61%, which is below the national average of 74%.

The share of forest areas in Plovdiv district is comparable to the 
national average of 33%, though the share of degraded land, 
is considerably lower – 0.17%, against 0.43% in the country for 
2022. The installed RES capacities are above the national average.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life in Plovdiv district is relatively active. In 2022, cin-
ema visits recorded a considerable increase, reaching 705 per 
1,000 people, against 590 per 1,000 people nationally. Visits 
to the local libraries also recorded an increase, though they 
remained below the national average.

The number of beds in accommodation facilities in Plovdiv 
district was 22 per 1,000 people for 2022, and the number of 
overnight stays – 1,965 per 1,000 people, both of which values 
are relatively high, with the exception of those in the seaside 
districts.

Life expectancy is significantly higher than the national aver-
age – 73.6 years, compared to 71.9 years in the country, and 
the infant mortality rate is around the national average.
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Key indicators for the district of Plovdiv

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 14,648 15,547 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

14,171 15,937 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 25.8 26.8 29.4 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 60.4 60.6 59.2 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 68.7 66.3 67.3 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 6.2 4.6 4.1 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 19.7 19.2 17.8 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 26.4 26.0 26.9 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 27,188 32,293 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,560 3,379 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

2,986 3,228 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 79.9 88.9 89.1 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 40.9 46.5 54.7 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 99.0 103.1 85.4 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 71.1 72.4 72.4 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –7.4 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 7.0 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.30 4.10 3.95 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

38.7 35.0 35.3 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 87.4 87.6 91.8 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 75.0 73.9 73.6 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 87.4 87.1 91.5 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,618 1,637 1,599 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 8.1 7.5 8.1 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 7.7 7.6 7.3 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 82.4 75.9 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 469 495 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 64.6 61.5 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 234 438 705 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 1,003 1,385 1,965 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Razgrad district

> Population  (2021)  103,223

> Territory (sq. km)  2,488

> Number of settlements 103

> Share of urban population (%) 47.8

R a z g r a d  d i s t r i c t

GDP in Razgrad district continues to grow. The av-
erage monthly pension is the lowest in the coun-

try. The performance of the labor market in the dis-
trict is poor, though in the past year there have been 
some positive trends. Investment activity remains low. 
The density of the road network is relatively high, but 
the share of highways and first-class roads, as well as 
that of road surfaces in good condition, is extremely 
low. The average level of local taxes levied by the lo-
cal municipalities is lower than the national average. 
The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the 
district’s municipalities is decreasing and remains low.

Razgrad is among the three districts with under 50% 
of the population living in urban areas. Students’ re-
sults are extremely low. Razgrad is one of the districts 
with the most acute shortage of doctors – both GPs 
and specialist physicians. The number of crimes in 
the district is relatively low and their detection rate 
is high. Razgrad ranks last among all the districts in 
terms of the indicators for the environment. The share 
of population living in settlements with a public sew-
erage network is the lowest in the whole country. Cul-
tural life and tourism in Razgrad district retain their 
relatively low intensity.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Razgrad district has continued to grow at an 
increasing rate, reaching 12,900 BGN/person in 2021. Salaries 
and pensions in the district are also rising. The average gross 
annual salary of people employed in a labor and service con-
tract has reached 15,500 BGN. The average monthly pension 
in Razgrad district has recorded the highest growth rate but 
remains the lowest in the country – 441 BGN, versus 537 BGN 
countrywide.

In 2022, the Gini coefficient for income inequality in the dis-
trict continued to decline and became the lowest in the coun-
try. Poverty, on the other hand, has been rising. The share of 
the population living below the national poverty line is 27.7%, 
compared to 22.9% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The performance of the labor market in Razgrad district is 
traditionally relatively poor, though in 2022 the indicators 
show some improvement. The share of the working-age pop-
ulation is decreasing but is still close to the national average. 
The economic activity rate has recorded a significant increase, 
although it remains among the lowest in the country with a 
rate of 67.5%, compared to 73.6% nationally. This increase has 
been accompanied by growth in both employment and unem-
ployment. The employment rate has gone up to 60.2%, and al-
though it remains relatively low (compared to 70.4% national-
ly), it has managed to eliminate the huge drop of the previous 
year. The unemployment rate has risen to 9.4%, versus 5.2% 
nationally.

The educational structure of the workforce has also shown 
some improvement, though it remains a challenge still facing 
the local labor market. The share of the population aged 25–64 
with primary or lower education continues to be the second 
highest in the country, after that in Sliven district, though it 
has decreased to 31.3%, against 16.0% in the country on av-
erage. At the same time, the share of those with a universi-
ty degree has gone up, but remains relatively low – 24.9% in 
Razgrad, against 29.8% in the country. 

The population replacement rate as a ratio of people aged 
15–19 to those aged 60–64 is 57.4%, compared to the national 
average of 65.7%. This means that for every 100 people who 
are about to leave the labor market in the next few years, there 
will be 57 young people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment activity in Razgrad district remained low in 2021. 
Razgrad is among the districts with the lowest relative number 
of enterprises – 39 per 1,000 people, compared to the national 
average of 60 per 1,000 people. FTA acquisition expenditures 
amount to 2,000 BGN/person, compared to the average of 
3,100 BGN/person in the country, and FDI stock – to 1,900 EUR/

Infrastructure   
The density of the district’s railroad network is close to, though 
slightly below the country’s average. The road network densi-
ty is higher, but the share of highways and first-class roads is 
extremely low – 11.1%, compared to 18.5% countrywide, and 
so is the share of road surfaces in good condition –26%, versus 
41% nationally in 2022.

The relative share of households with internet access went fur-
ther up in 2022 to reach 86.1%, though it remained lower than 
the average of 87.3% nationwide. 

Local taxes   
In 2023, the average level of local taxes in Razgrad district’s 
municipalities again remained lower than the national aver-
age. Among the five monitored local taxes, only the tax rate 
on non-residential immovable property of legal entities was 
higher in Razgrad district than the average one in the country. 

Significantly lower than the national average were the local 
taxes on non-gratuitous acquisition of property, taxi transpor-
tation and retail trade. 

Within the district, the lowest taxes are levied by the munici-
palities in Samuil and Tsar Kaloyan, and the highest – by those 
in Isperih and Loznitsa. 

Administration   
The local authorities’ self-assessments on the development of 
e-government went down in 2023 and continue to lag behind 
the national average. However, the assessments on the provi-
sion of one-stop shop services have gone up and now exceed 
the country’s average.

The AIP Active transparency rating of the local administration 
is 68.2% and is again below the national average of 70.3%. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities is decreasing and in 2022 it remained low 
at 21.3%, compared to 29.0% nationally. The coverage of mu-
nicipal expenditures with local revenues is 75.3%, compared to 
84.2% in the country.

person, versus 4,100 EUR/person nationally. Production val-
ue, however, has risen to 19,200 BGN/person, compared to 
31,200 BGN/person in the country. 

Utilization of European funds has been lagging behind. By 
June 30th 2023, payments made in the district to beneficiaries 
under EU operational programs amounted to 2,165 BGN/per-
son, compared to 2,836 BGN/person in the country. Within the 
district, the highest figures for utilization of EU funding were 
recorded by the municipalities in Isperih and Kubrat. 
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate in Razgrad district is rela-
tively low and in 2021 it was –13.5‰, versus the national av-
erage of –9.7‰. At the same time, the district has managed to 
attract new residents and the net migration rate is also positive 
(4.4‰), but it cannot compensate for the population decrease.

Population aging in the district is reflected in the age depend-
ency ratios as well. The ratio of the population aged 65+ to 
those aged 0–14 has reached 186.3%, compared to 165.9% % 
in the country, and to those aged 15–64 it is 39.4%, versus the 
national average of 37.7% in 2022.

Razgrad is one of the three districts, along with those of 
Kardzhali and Silistra, where less than 50% of the residents live 
in urban areas. In 2022, 47.8% of the population was urban, 
compared to 73.6% in the country. Its density is also among 
the lowest in the country – 768 persons/sq. km, compared to 
1,404 persons/sq. km in the country. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The share of children in the district attending kindergarten 
is relatively high – 90.3%, compared to 87.3% in the country. 
The enrolment rate in 5th–7th grades increased in 2022 and 
outpaced the national average, reaching 92.7%, against 90.7% 
nationally. The share of school year repeaters is growing but 
remains below the national average. The alignment between 
vocational education and the profile of the economy is close 
to, but below the national average.

Students’ results for 2023 were extremely low in Razgrad district. 
The average score in the NEA in mathematics after 7th grade was 
25.9 points, versus 35.3 points nationally, and was the third low-
est in the country. The average grade in the State matriculation 
exam in Bulgarian language and literature was the second low-
est in the country – “Good” 3.50, compared to 3.93 in the country, 
while the share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was one of the high-
est – 27.5%, against the national average of 17.9%. 

The single provider of higher education in Razgrad district is 
a branch of Ruse University. This accounts for the small num-
ber of university students in the district – the 2022 data show 
just 2 students per 1,000 people, compared to 33 students per 
1,000 people nationally. 

Healthcare   
The share of people with health insurance in Razgrad district 
remains extremely high, covering practically the whole popu-
lation. At the same time, Razgrad is among the districts with 
the most acute shortage of doctors – both GPs and specialist 
physicians. In 2022, one local GP cared for 2,362 persons on 
average, compared to 1,678 persons per doctor in the country. 

The relative number of hospital beds in the local general 
hospitals is also relatively small – 5.2 beds per 1,000 people, 
compared to 5.9 per 1,000 people in the country. The relative 
number of patients treated in the local general hospitals is low 

Security and justice   
The workloads of criminal judges in Razgrad district are below 
the average ones in the country and the speed of delivery of jus-
tice – higher. In 2022, one local judge heard an average of 8.0 
criminal cases a month, compared to 10.1 cases per judge na-
tionally, while the proportion of criminal cases closed within 3 
months was 90%, compared to the average of 89% nationwide. 
Pending cases constituted 7%, against 12% in the country.

The number of crimes registered in Razgrad district is relatively 
low, and crime detection is high. In 2022, the registered crimes 
against the person and property in the district amounted to 9.2 
per 1,000 people, versus the average of 11.6 per 1,000 people 
nationwide. The detection rate dropped slightly to 65%, which 
was again considerably above the national average of 49%.

Environment   
Among all of Bulgaria’s districts, Razgrad ranks last as regards 
the environmental indicators. Due to the low concentration 
of people in urbanized areas, it is one of the districts with the 
worst results for the share of population with access to a sewer-
age network connected to a wastewater treatment plant, while 
it held the bottom place as regards the share of population 
living in settlements with a public sewerage network – 41.5%, 
compared to the national figure of 74.8% in 2021. 

Razgrad is also among the districts generating very high 
amounts of household waste. Its average volume reached 
481 kg/person annually, compared to 445 kg/person in the 
country on average. At the same time, the amounts handed 
over for treatment and recycling were a mere 10%, versus the 
national average of 74%. 

The share of forest areas is relatively low – 22%, against 33% 
in the country, but the share of degraded land is also small – 
0.16%, against 0.43% countrywide.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life in the district was not particularly active in 2022. 
Visits to cinemas and museums relative to the population in-
creased, but remained relatively small in number. For its part, 
the number of visits to libraries went down.

Razgrad is among the districts with the lowest number of beds 
in accommodation facilities – 6 per 1,000 people, compared 
to 55 per 1,000 people in the country. Overnight stays are also 
limited – 497 per 1,000 people, versus 3,739 per 1,000 people 
nationally in 2022. The share of people employed in the culture, 
sport and entertainment sector of all people employed is four 
times lower than the national average.

– 138 hospitalizations per 1,000 people, compared to 235 per 
1,000 people nationwide. 

The average life expectancy in the district is relatively low and 
the infant mortality rate – high.
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Key indicators for the district of Razgrad

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,634 12,942 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,902 15,517 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 23.1 16.7 27.7 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.8 59.9 58.2 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 60.8 54.5 60.2 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 10.8 8.8 9.4 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 30.7 34.1 31.3 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 19.5 21.1 24.9 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 15,552 19,195 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,294 2,046 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

1,901 1,917 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 73.4 76.6 86.1 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 15.6 16.9 26.2 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 74.0 78.1 75.3 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 73.8 68.1 68.2 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –13.5 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 4.4 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.96 3.53 3.50 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

31.2 29.1 25.9 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 85.5 85.5 92.7 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 72.4 71.3 70.7 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 95.4 96.3 (100.0) 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 2,298 2,293 2,362 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 8.0 7.3 9.2 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 7.8 7.2 7.3 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 41.6 41.5 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 425 481 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 12.0 10.1 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 36 85 215 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 578 468 497 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Ruse district

> Population  (2021)  193,483

> Territory (sq. km)  2,803

> Number of settlements 83

> Share of urban population (%) 77.8

R u s e  d i s t r i c t

GDP per capita in the district has increased and is 
now the ninth highest in the country. Both em-

ployment and unemployment figures remain relative-
ly favorable. Production value per capita in the district 
has risen and remains relatively high. Ruse is the dis-
trict with the highest railway network density in the 
country. The average level of the tax rates levied by 
the municipalities in Ruse district is close to the na-
tional average. The local authorities’ self-assessments 
on the provision of one-stop shop administrative ser-
vices achieved high scores.

The age dependency ratios in the district remain 
above the country’s average. Students’ performance 
in the district is close to the average one in the coun-
try. The healthcare system continues to suffer from 
a shortage of GPs. The number of crimes is increas-
ing but remains relatively low, and crime detection is 
above the national average. The share of household 
waste handed over for treatment and recycling re-
mains low. Ruse is among the districts with an inten-
sive cultural life, but the tourism sector is not par-
ticularly active.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Ruse district has increased to 15,100 BGN, 
which was the ninth highest in the country in 2021. Salaries 
and pensions have also been rising. The average annual gross 
salary of people employed in a labor and service contract 
has reached 15,400 BGN, and the average monthly pension – 
505 BGN.

The Gini coefficient, which measures income inequality, was 
below the national average in 2022. Poverty is declining and 
the share of the population living below the national poverty 
line stands at 18.5%, compared to 22.9% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in the district has de-
creased to 57.2%, versus 58.5% in the country. 

Economic activity in the district has registered a slight increase 
and continues to be higher than the national average, reach-
ing in 2022 75%, compared to 73.6% in the country. This in-
crease has been driven by a rise in both employment and un-
employment, though their figures remain relatively favorable. 
The employment rate is 72.3%, higher than the national aver-
age of 70.4%, while the unemployment rate is 5.6%, compared 
to 5.2% nationwide.

Ruse is also among the districts with the most highly educated 
workforce. The share of university graduates among the pop-
ulation aged 25–64 is the third highest in the country (after 
the capital and Varna district), even though in 2022 it shrank 
slightly to 29.0%. The share of people with primary or lower 
education is only 11.1%, versus 16.0% in the country.

The local labor market continues to face the challenge of pop-
ulation aging. In 2022, the replacement ratio of the population 
aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 was 57.3%, compared to 65.7% 
in the country. This means that for every 100 people who are 
about to leave the labor market in the next few years, there will 
be 57 young people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
In 2021, investment activity in Ruse district came close to the 
national average. The number of enterprises reached 55 per 
1,000 people, compared to 60 per 1,000 people in the country. 
FTA acquisition expenditures continue to rise and have reached 
2,700 BGN/person. FDI flows have gone up to 2,200 EUR/per-
son. Production value per capita in the district has also grown 
and remains relatively high – 32,100 BGN/person.

Utilization of European funds in Ruse has registered a signifi-
cant increase and for the first time exceeds the average level 
in the country. By 30 June 2023, payments made in the district 

Infrastructure   
Ruse is the district with the highest railway network density 
in the country. The density of the road network and the share 
of highways and first-class roads are also higher than average. 
Road quality has improved dramatically and in 2022 47.2% of 
road surfaces were in good condition, against 41.1% nation-
wide.

The share of households in the district with internet access 
has also continued to increase and remains higher than the 
national average – 88.8% compared to 87.3% in the country. 

Local taxes   
In 2022, the average level of the tax rates in Ruse district was 
close to the country’s average. Among all monitored taxes, 
the only one where there was a significant margin with the 
national average was the tax on non-gratuitous acquisition of 
property, which in Ruse district’s municipalities was lower. For 
its part, the local tax on retail trade was higher, but it did not 
differ much from the average levels.

Within the district, the municipality of Ruse city levies the 
highest local taxes, while the lowest rates are in the municipal-
ities of Tsenovo, Slivo Pole and Vetovo. 

Administration   
In 2022, the local authorities’ self-assessments on the develop-
ment of e-government showed no change and again failed to 
reach the national average. However, the self-assessments on 
the provision of one-stop shop administrative services again 
achieved high scores.

The AIP active transparency rating of local government bodies 
rose slightly and again exceeded the country’s average. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities has been decreasing and is below average 
(26.5% in the district versus 29.0% in the country), but the cov-
erage of municipal expenditures with local revenues is high – 
101.7% in the district versus 84.2% in the country.

to beneficiaries under EU operational programs amounted to 
2,862 BGN/person, against 2,836 BGN/person nationally. With-
in the district, the leader in utilization of EU funding is Byala 
municipality.
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Demography   
Natural population growth in Ruse district is in serious decline, 
with a rate of –15.1‰ in 2022, against the national average 
of –9.7‰. However, Ruse manages to attract new residents, 
although its net migration rate is low – 0.9‰.

The age dependency ratios in the district remain higher than 
the national average. The ratio of people aged 65+ to those 
aged 0–14 years has reached 215.3%, compared to 165.9% 
in the country on average, and to those aged 15–64 years – 
43.8%, versus 37.7% nationwide.

Ruse is among the districts with a high level of urbanization 
– in 2022 77.8% of the population were living in urban set-
tlements, compared to 73.6% nationally, while the population 
density was 1,467 persons/sq. km, compared to 1,404 persons/
sq. km in the country. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The proportion of children in the district attending kindergar-
ten is increasing and is higher than average. The enrolment ra-
tio in 5th–7th grade in 2022 was also relatively high, having in-
creased to 92.4%, against 90.7% nationally. The share of school 
year repeaters, on the other hand, is less than half the national 
average. The alignment between vocational education and the 
profile of the economy is relatively good, mainly because of 
the high number of students and employees in the manufac-
turing and transport sectors

Students’ results for 2023 again remained close to the average 
ones in the country. The average score in the NEA in mathematics 
after 7th grade dropped, albeit slightly, to 35.6 points, compared 
to 35.3 points nationally. The average grade in the State matric-
ulation exam in Bulgarian language and literature was “Good” 
3.82, whereas the national average was 3.93. “Fail” grades (below 
3.00) made up 17.5%, against the national average of 17.9%.

The number of university students is 28.2 per 1,000 people, 
compared to 33.2 per 1,000 people nationally.

Healthcare   
In 2022, the healthcare system in Ruse district continued to 
suffer from a shortage of GPs. One local GP was caring for an 
average of 2,178 people, compared to 1,674 people per doctor 
in the country. The number of specialist physicians, however, 
was close to the national average.

In recent years, there has been an increase in the relative number 
of beds in the local general hospitals, and in 2021, which reached 
6.2 beds per 1,000 people, compared to 5.9 per 1,000 people in 
the country. The number of patients treated in the local general 
hospitals was higher than the national average – 269 per 1,000 
people, compared to 235 per 1,000 people in the country.

The average life expectancy in the district is close to the na-
tional average, though the infant mortality rate in the district 
rose in 2022 to become relatively high. The share of people 
with health insurance is above the national average.

Security and justice   
Although the workloads of the criminal judges in Ruse district 
are close to the national average, the speed of delivery of jus-
tice is higher than in the country. One local judge hears an av-
erage of 10.2 cases a month, compared to 10.1 cases per judge 
countrywide. The proportion of criminal cases closed within 3 
months is 90%, compared to the average of 89% nationwide, 
and that of pending cases – 8%, versus 12% nationally.

The crime rate in Ruse district has increased but remains rela-
tively low, and the detection rate is above the average one in 
the country. In 2022, the registered crimes against the person 
and property in the district constituted 9.3 per 1,000 people, 
versus the average of 11.6 per 1,000 people nationwide. The 
detection rate, for its part, increased to 53%, against 49% for 
the country on average.

Environment   
The amounts of household waste generated in the district are 
close to the national average – 442 kg/person in the district 
per year, versus 445 kg/person in the country. At the same 
time, the share handed over for treatment and recycling is 
growing, though remaining low – 68%, compared to the na-
tional average of 74% for 2021.

The share of population with access to a public sewerage sys-
tem remains relatively low – 67.3%, versus 74.8% in the coun-
try on average. Nevertheless, in 2021 the whole sewerage net-
work was already connected to wastewater treatment plants, 
compared to the national average of 66.8%. 

The share of forest areas in Ruse district is relatively small – 
15%, versus 33% countrywide. The share of degraded land, 
however, is higher – 0.53 %, against 0.43% in the country.

The installed RES capacities are extremely small – 0.16 kW/per-
son, compared to 0.85 kW/person countrywide. 

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, Ruse remained among the districts with relatively ac-
tive cultural life. Cinema visits reached 688 per 1,000 people, 
against 590 per 1,000 people nationally. Visits to the local the-
atres and museums also recorded a significant increase. Local 
libraries attracted 440 visits per 1,000 people, against 589 per 
1,000 people nationally. 

The tourism sector does not have a strong presence in the dis-
trict. The number of beds in accommodation facilities is 13 per 
1,000 people, compared to 55 per 1,000 people in the country. 
Overnight stays are also relatively few in number, at 909 per 
1,000 people in the district, versus 3,739 per 1,000 people in 
the country), although they increased by 46% compared to 
the previous year. The share of people employed in the culture, 
sports and entertainment sector is half the national average.
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Key indicators for the district of Ruse

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 12,592 15,075 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,591 15,443 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 22.8 24.0 18.5 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.3 59.6 57.2 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 71.4 71.4 72.3 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 7.6 5.4 5.6 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 11.7 11.6 11.1 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 31.2 30.9 29.0 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 24,562 32,084 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,101 2,723 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

2,079 2,243 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 80.0 87.9 88.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 20.0 40.5 47.2 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 93.2 98.4 101.7 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 74.9 72.2 72.4 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –15.1 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 0.9 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.19 3.88 3.82 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

39.1 35.9 35.6 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 84.5 83.8 92.4 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 74.0 72.9 72.0 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 87.7 88.2 95.5 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 2,254 2,248 2,170 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 8.8 8.5 9.3 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 7.2 8.3 8.4 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 68.0 67.3 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 426 442 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 59.0 68.4 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 224 395 688 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 422 622 909 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Shumen district

> Population  (2021)  151,465

> Territory (sq. km)  3,390

> Number of settlements 151

> Share of urban population (%) 62.5

GDP, incomes and pensions in Shumen district 
are continuing to grow. Economic activity is 

traditionally high and has been increasing further. 
This increase has been accompanied by a rise in 
both employment and unemployment. Investment 
activity remains relatively slack. Shumen is among 
the best performing districts in the category assess-
ing infrastructure. The municipalities in the district 
have kept local taxes relatively low. The self-assess-
ments of the local administrations on the develop-
ment of e-government and the provision of one-
stop shop services have gone up. 

The natural population growth rate is less favora-
ble than average, but the district has managed to 
attract new residents. Students’ results continue to 
be among the poorest in the country. Healthcare in 
the district suffers from a shortage of doctors and 
hospital beds. The workloads of the local criminal 
judges remain low and this has a favorable effect 
on the speed of delivery of justice. The number of 
crimes in the district is low and the detection rate 
is high. The share of degraded territory is limited. 
Tourism in the district also has a relatively limited 
presence.

S h um e n  d i s t r i c t

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
The growth of GDP per capita in Shumen district has con-
tinued, reaching 12,000 BGN/person and placing the district 
around the middle but still in the lower half of the 2021 ranking 
scale for this indicator. The trend towards rising incomes and 
pensions is also maintained. The average gross annual salary of 
people employed in a labor or service contract is 15,100 BGN, 
versus 18,700 BGN in the country, and the average monthly 
pension – 473 BGN, versus 537 BGN nationally.

The share of the population living below the national pover-
ty line has gone up but remains below the national average – 
22.5% in the district, compared to 22.9% in the country for 2022. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
In 2022, the share of the working-age population was close to, 
but below the national average – 57.8% in the district, com-
pared to 58.5% in the country. Economic activity in the district 
is traditionally high and in 2022 it rose further to reach 76.4%, 
compared to 73.6% in the country. This increase has been ac-
companied by a rise in both employment and unemployment, 
with both rates remaining less favorable than the country’s av-
erage. The employment rate has reached 65.8%, against 70.4% 
in the country, and the unemployment rate – 9.4%, versus 
5.2% nationally.

A challenge still facing the labor market in Shumen district is 
the educational structure of the workforce. The share of the 
population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education has 
decreased slightly to 26.8%, against the national average of 
16.0%. The share of those with a university degree has in-
creased slightly, reaching 24.8%, compared to 29.8% in the 
country.

In 2021, the population replacement rate as a ratio of the pop-
ulation aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 was 61.8%, compared 
to 65.7% in the country. This means that for every 100 people 
who are about to leave the labor market, there are 62 young 
people who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment activity in Shumen district again remained rel-
atively slack in 2021. The number of enterprises in Shumen 
district is small – 40 per 1,000 people, against 60 per 1,000 
people nationally. FTA acquisition expenditures have gone 
up but remain considerably low – 1,897 BGN/person, versus 
3,097 BGN countrywide. The volume of attracted FDI has stag-
nated and remains significantly lower than the national aver-
age – 708 EUR/person in the district, compared to 4,100 EUR/
person in the country. Production has grown significantly (by 
27%) to 21,100 BGN/person.

Research and development expenditure has generally re-
mained at a level higher than in most other districts.

Infrastructure   
Shumen is among the best performing districts in the catego-
ry assessing infrastructure, where it is preceded only by Varna 
district. The density of the road and railway networks is higher 
than the national average. Shumen was also once again the 
district with the largest share of first-class roads and high-
ways in the country in 2022 – 36.4%, compared to 18.5% in 
the country. Road quality has also improved but remains be-
low the national average, with road surfaces in good condition 
making up 37.8% in 2022, versus 41.1% in the country. 

Household access to the internet has increased to 86.8% but 
remains lower than the country’s average of 87.3%. 

Local taxes   
The municipalities in Shumen district again kept the levels of 
local taxes relatively low in 2023. The average rates were slight-
ly higher than the respective national averages for immovable 
non-residential property for legal entities and for motor ve-
hicles. At the same time, the taxes on taxi transportation, on 
non-gratuitous acquisition of property and retail trade were 
significantly lower. 

Within the district, the highest local taxes are levied by the mu-
nicipalities of Novi Pazar and Kaolinovo, and the lowest – by 
those of Hitrino and Nikola Kozlevo. 

Administration   
The self-assessments of the local administrations on the de-
velopment of e-government and the provision of one-stop 
shop services went up in 2023 and for the first time exceeded 
the national average. The AIP active transparency rating of the 
municipalities in the district also recorded a rise and remained 
above the country’s average – 76.5% in the district, compared 
to 70.3% nationally. 

The share of own revenues of the district’s municipalities re-
mained low in 2022 at 20.9%, versus 29.0% nationally, while 
the coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues 
was 71.7%, against 84.2% nationally.

Shumen is also among the districts with relatively low utili-
zation of European funds. By 30 June 2023, payments made 
in the district to beneficiaries of EU operational programs 
amounted to 2,285 BGN/person, against 2,836 BGN/person 
nationwide. Within the district, the highest amounts were uti-
lized by the municipality of Novi Pazar, which is also the only 
one in Shumen district where the utilized funds exceed the 
national average.
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Demography   
The natural population growth is less favorable than the coun-
try’s average but Shumen district manages to attract new 
residents. In 2022, the natural population growth rate was 
–11.7‰, compared to –9.7‰ nationally. The net migration 
rate was positive and relatively high at 6.4‰.

The age dependency rate as a ratio between the population 
aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 is 186.7%, compared to the na-
tional average of 165.9%, and to the 15–19 age group – 40.3%, 
versus 37.7% in the country.

The share of urban population, as well as population density, 
again remained low in 2022. The share of the population living 
in urban settlements was 62.5%, versus the national average of 
73.6%; population density was 771 persons/sq. km, compared 
to 1,404 people/sq. km on average countrywide.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Kindergarten and school coverage in the district went signifi-
cantly up in 2022. The share of children attending kindergarten 
reached 88.7%, compared to 87.3% nationwide. The net enrol-
ment in 5th–7th grade was 90.3%, against 90.7% nationally. The 
share of school year repeaters equals the national average. The 
alignment between vocational education and the profile of the 
local economy is relatively weak, mainly due to the inflated en-
rolment in ICT courses unmatched by the local job opportunities.

In 2022, students’ results again remained among the lowest in 
the country. The average score in the NEA in mathematics after 
7th grade was 26.2 points, versus 35.3 points in the country. The 
average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian lan-
guage and literature was the lowest in the country – “Good” 3.43, 
compared to 3.93 in the country, while the share of “fail” grades 
(below 3.00) was the highest – 30.6%, against 17.9% nationally.

The number of university students has gone up to 45 per 1,000 
people, remaining higher than the national average of 33 stu-
dents per 1,000 people.

Healthcare   
The healthcare system in Shumen district suffers from a short-
age of doctors and hospital beds. The number of doctors – both 
GPs and specialist physicians – is below the national average. In 
2022, there was one GP per 1,705 persons, compared to 1,678 
persons per doctor nationally. The number of beds in the dis-
trict’s general hospitals remains extremely low, with 3.0 beds 
per 1,000 people, compared to 5.9 beds per 1,000 people in 
the country. The number of hospitalizations is half the national 
average – 115 persons per 1,000 people, compared to the na-
tional average of 235 per 1,000 people. This suggests that the 
residents may be seeking medical care outside the district.

Infant mortality registered a significant decline in 2022. How-
ever, the average life expectancy is below the national aver-
age. The share of population with health insurance again went 
up in 2022 to exceed the national average. 

Security and justice   
The workloads of criminal judges in the district remained low 
in 2022, with a favorable effect on the speed of delivery of 
justice. One criminal judge heard an average of 7.3 cases per 
month, compared to an average of 10.1 cases per judge in the 
country. The share of criminal cases closed within 3 months 
reached 97%, against 89% nationally, while that of pending 
cases was among the lowest in the country – 5%, against 12% 
nationwide.

The number of crimes in Shumen district is low, and the detec-
tion rate is high. The crimes against the person and property 
registered in 2022 amount to 9.0 per 1,000 people, compared 
to 11.6 per 1,000 people nationally. The proportion of cleared 
crimes is 64% against 49% nationally.

Environment   
The volumes of household waste in Shumen district have been 
rising but remain relatively low, while its management is dete-
riorating. In 2021, the amount of household waste generated 
in the district was 370 kg/person, compared to the national 
average of 445 kg/person; however, a relatively low share was 
handed over for treatment and recycling.

There has been little change in the share of households with 
access to a public sewerage network and it remains low – 56.7% 
in 2021, against 74.8% in the country. The share of households 
whose sewerage system is connected to a wastewater treat-
ment plant is 53.0%, compared to 66.8% countrywide. The in-
stalled RES capacities are relatively small.

The share of forest areas is close to the national average, but 
that of degraded land is rather more limited.

Culture and tourism   
Visits to the local museums and libraries rose considerably 
in 2022 to exceed the respective national averages. Muse-
ums attracted 966 persons per 1,000 people, versus 619 per 
1,000 people in the country. Visits to libraries reached 1,307 
per 1,000 people, which is the highest number for the whole 
country, where the average is 584 per 1,000 people. The num-
ber of cinema visits has registered a slight decline and remains 
exceptionally low – 66 per 1,000 people, compared to 590 per 
1,000 people nationally.

Tourism in the district also has a relatively weak presence. The 
number of beds in accommodation facilities in 2022 was 12 per 
1,000 people, compared to 55 per 1,000 people in the country, 
and the number of overnight stays – 506 per 1,000 people, 
compared to 3,739 per 1000 people in the country. Shumen 
is also the district with the lowest share of people employed 
in the culture, sports and entertainment sector – 0.07%, com-
pared to 1.02% in the country.
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Key indicators for the district of Shumen

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,475 11,989 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,345 15,105 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 21.5 15.4 22.5 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 60.0 60.0 57.8 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 66.5 64.1 65.8 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 11.0 9.2 9.4 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 27.1 27.8 26.8 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 24.6 24.2 24.8 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 16,613 21,145 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,777 1,897 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

686 708 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 82.5 84.6 86.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 34.6 37.6 37.8 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 80.5 78.1 71.7 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 66.4 76.1 76.5 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –11.7 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 6.4 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.98 3.58 3.43 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

30.4 27.0 26.2 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 82.4 79.6 90.3 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.7 72.4 71.3 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 87.9 88.1 98.9 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,911 1,862 1,705 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 7.9 8.6 9.0 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 4.7 2.7 4.9 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 57.3 56.7 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 303 370 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 94.4 45.4 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 22 68 66 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 356 372 506 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Silistra district

> Population  (2021)  97,770

> Territory (sq. km)  2,846

> Number of settlements 118

> Share of urban population (%) 44.8

S i l i s t r a  d i s t r i c t

S ilistra is once again the district with the low-
est GDP per capita, despite its relatively high 

growth rate. The local labor market is still facing the 
challenge of a disadvantageous educational struc-
ture of the workforce and population aging. Silistra 
is among the regions with very low investment ac-
tivity. The quality of the road surface is relatively 
high. All monitored local taxes are lower than the 
respective national averages. The local authorities’ 
self-assessment on the development of e-govern-
ment has registered a considerable increase and 
is relatively high. The average rating for the trans-

parency of the local government is lagging behind.
Silistra is among the districts with the worst demo-
graphic profile. Students’ results are relatively low. 
Healthcare in Silistra district suffers from a shortage 
of both doctors and hospital beds. The workloads of 
the criminal judges in Silistra district are close to the 
national average, but the speed of delivery of justice 
is considerably higher. Silistra is among the districts 
with the worst performance as regards the environ-
ment indicators. Cultural life in the district is intensi-
fying. The number of library visits is above the nation-
al average. Tourism in the district is poorly developed.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
Silistra is the district with the lowest rating in this category. 
Although in 2021 GDP per capita continued to grow relative-
ly fast, Silistra is among the districts with the lowest GDP per 
capita – 10,000 BGN/person, compared to the national aver-
age of 20,200 BGN/person. Salaries and pensions continue to 
increase, but are still relatively low. The average gross annual 
salary of people employed in a labor or service contract has 
reached 13,300 BGN, compared to 18,700 BGN in the country. 
The average monthly pension is growing at a record rate for 
the country, but is among the three lowest nationwide (before 
those in the districts of Kardzhali and Razgrad).

These indicators are a prerequisite for a high poverty level in 
the district. In 2022, the relative share of the population liv-
ing below the national poverty line was the third highest (af-
ter that in the districts of Montana and Vidin) – 34.4%, versus 
22.9% nationwide.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
In 2022, the development of the local labor market remained 
unsatisfactory, ranking Silistra in the second lowest place (only 
before Montana). The share of the working-age population has 
dropped to 55.6%, against 58.5% in the country.

Economic activity is declining and is the second lowest in the 
country, with a rate of 64.0% (compared to 73.6% in the coun-
try). This decrease has been accompanied by a parallel rise in 
both employment and unemployment. The employment rate 
reaches 56.3%, against the national average of 70.4.  Unem-
ployment is up to 10.4%, which is double the national average. 

The educational structure of the workforce continues to be a 
major challenge facing the labor market. In 2022, the share of 
the population aged 25-64 with primary or lower education 
decreased to 26.5% of the workforce, compared to 16.0% na-
tionwide, while the share of those with a university degree 
went down to 21.6%, versus 29.8% countrywide,

Population ageing is another negative factor for the local labor 
market.

Investment and business   
Silistra is among the country’s districts with low investment 
activity. In 2021, the number of nonfinancial enterprises was 
38 per 1,000 population in 2020, compared to 60 per 1,000 
population countrywide. Foreign and domestic investment 
also remains relatively low. FTA expenditures have increased 
to 2,100 BGN/person (versus 3,100 BGN/person nationally), 
and FDI stock – to 400 EUR/person, compared to the nation-
al average of 4,100 EUR/person. Silistra is also one of the dis-
tricts with the lowest production value – 12,500 BGN/person, 
against 31,200 BGN/person respectively.

The municipalities in Silistra district are also lagging behind as 
regards the utilization of European funds. By June 30th 2023, 

Infrastructure   
The density of the road network in Silistra district is almost 
identical to the average one in the country – 18 km/100 sq. m 
of territory. At the same time, the share of first-class roads is 
considerably below average – 11.3% in 2021, against 18.5% 
countrywide. Nevertheless, the quality of the road surface is 
relatively high – 44% of the roads are in good condition, versus 
41% in the country. 

In most northern Bulgarian districts, railroad density is typical-
ly lower, and in Silistra district it is 2.5 km/100 sq. km of territo-
ry, compared to 3.6 km/100 sq. km in the country. 

Access to the internet is available to 70.6% of the households 
in the district, compared to the average of 87.3% nationwide 
in 2022, which is the second lowest figure (only before Sliven) 
in this category for 2022.

Local taxes   
As is typical of the less economically developed districts, the 
average level of local taxes in Silistra is relatively low. In 2023, 
all monitored local taxes were lower than the respective na-
tional averages. The biggest margin occurred in the rates for 
retail trade, motor vehicles and taxi transportation. 

Within the district, the municipalities of Kainardzha, Alfatar 
and Sitovo levy the lowest local taxes, while the highest rates 
are in Dulovo municipality. 

Administration   
In 2023, the local authorities’ self-assessment on the develop-
ment of e-government registered a considerable increase and 
was relatively high. The local authorities’ self-assessment on 
the provision of one-stop shop services, was again equal to 
the national average.

The average AIP Active transparency rating of the local admin-
istration is lagging considerably behind the national average 
– 58.8% in Silistra district, versus 70.3% in the country. 

In 2022, the share of own revenues in the district’s municipal-
ities was 17.5%, against 29.0% nationally, and the coverage of 
municipal expenditures with local revenues was 74.2%, versus 
84.2% nationally.

payments made in the district to beneficiaries under EU op-
erational programs amounted to 2,557 BGN/person, versus 
2,836 BGN/person nationally. Within the district, the highest 
amounts were utilized by the municipality of Tutrakan.

Spending on research and development is extremely low 
– 6 BGN per capita (compared to 156 BGN per capita in the 
country).
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Demography   
Silistra is among the districts (alongside Vidin and Smolyan) 
with the worst demographic profile for 2022. The natural pop-
ulation growth rate in Silistra district was –14.0‰, compared 
to –9.7‰ in the country. The net migration rate was positive 
but relatively low – 1.3‰. 

These developments affect the age dependency ratios in the 
district. The ratio of the people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 is 
210.6%, compared to 165.9% in the country, and to those aged 
15–64 – 45.9%, versus the national average of 37.7%.

Silistra is one of the districts with the smallest share of urban 
population, after Kardzhali district. In 2022, 44.8% of the pop-
ulation were living in urban settlements, against 73.6% coun-
trywide. Population density is twice as low as the national 
average – 700 persons/sq. km, against 1,404 persons/sq. km 
countrywide. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The share of children in the district attending kindergarten 
increased in 2022 and is now close to the national average. 
The rate of enrolment in 5th to 7th grade also went up but 
remained below the national average – 88.8% in Silistra dis-
trict, compared to 90.7% nationally. The alignment between 
vocational education and the profile of the local economy is 
relatively high due to the relatively high share of agriculture 
in the economy, which is also linked to the higher share of ad-
missions to agricultural courses in vocational education. At the 
same time, the ICT sector is not represented in either employ-
ment or education.

Students’ results in Silistra district were again relatively poor 
in 2023. 

The only provider of higher education in the district is a branch 
of Ruse University, with a very small number of university stu-
dents – just 3 students per 1,000 persons, compared to 33 stu-
dents per 1,000 people nationally.

Healthcare   
Life expectancy in the district is the second lowest in the coun-
try (after Vidin district).

The healthcare system in Silistra district continues to suffer 
from a shortage of specialist physicians, while in 2022 the 
number of beds in the local general hospitals was again below 
the national average. One local GP cares for 1,964 persons on 
average, compared to 1,678 persons per doctor in the coun-
try. The number of beds in the local general hospitals has con-
sistently increased in the past few years, but their proportion 
to the population remains relatively low – 5.0 beds per 1,000 
people, compared to 5.9 beds per 1,000 people in the country. 

The relative number of patients treated in the local general hos-
pitals is 198 per 1,000 people, compared to 235 per 1,000 people 
nationwide. The infant mortality rate has fallen considerably.

Security and justice   
Silistra is among the top performers in the indicators assessing 
security and justice. The workloads of the local criminal judges 
in the district are close to the national average, but the speed 
of delivery of justice was considerably higher in 2022. One lo-
cal judge hears an average of 9.8 criminal cases a month, com-
pared to 10.1 cases per judge nationally. The share of criminal 
cases closed within 3 months is 96%, against the national aver-
age of 89%, and the share of pending cases – 19%, versus 12% 
in the country.

The crime rate has been going up but remains relatively low, 
while the detection rate is high. In 2022, registered crimes 
against the person and property in the district amounted to 
8.5 per 1,000 population, versus the average of 11.6 per 1,000 
population nationwide. The detection rate stood at 62.0%, 
compared to the national average of 49%. 

Environment   
Silistra is also among the worst performing districts as re-
gards the environmental indicators. One major factor for the 
low figures is the extremely small amount of household waste 
handed over for treatment and recycling – a bare 19%, versus 
74% nationally. At the same time, the amount of generated 
household waste is similar to the national average – an annual 
of 413 kg/person in the district, versus 445 kg/person in the 
country for 2021. 

Due to the low level of urbanization, a relatively small share 
of the population lives in settlements with a public sewerage 
network – 51.0%, compared to 74.8% in the country. Never-
theless, the whole public sewerage network is connected to 
wastewater treatment plants. 

The share of forest areas in Silistra district is low – 15%, ver-
sus 33% countrywide. The share of degraded land, however, 
is close to the national average – 0.41%, against 0.43% in the 
country. The installed RES capacities are small – 0.40 kW per 
person, compared to 0.85 kW per person in the country.

Culture and tourism   
Cinema visits have gone up but remain low – 100 per 1,000 
people, against 5901 per 1,000 people nationally. Visits to the 
local museums number 336 per 1,000 people, against 619 per 
1,000 people in the country. Visits to the local theatres are also 
relatively few. Only visits to the local libraries exceed the na-
tional average. 

Tourism in the district is not well developed. The number of 
beds in accommodation facilities is 8 per 1,000 people, ver-
sus 55 per 1,000 people, and the number of overnight stays 
is 495 per 1,000 people, against 3,739 per 1,000 people in the 
country in 2022. The share of people employed in the culture, 
sport and entertainment sector is five times lower than in the 
country.
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Key indicators for the district of Silistra

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 8,307 9,975 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

11,727 13,272 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 32.4 23.4 34.4 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 57.5 57.6 55.6 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 54.1 55.8 56.3 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 12.3 9.4 10.4 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 30.7 28.2 26.5 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 20.8 22.6 21.6 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 9,979 12,523 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,388 2,078 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

385 400 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 80.7 79.0 70.6 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 67.4 59.6 44.0 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 62.4 63.2 74.2 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 66.4 58.6 58.8 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –14.0 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 1.3 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.94 3.65 3.69 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

30.3 26.9 26.8 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 80.2 77.8 88.8 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 72.9 71.0 70.2 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 87.6 88.3 95.4 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 2,193 2,097 1,964 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 8.1 7.4 8.5 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 9.3 5.4 9.8 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 51.2 51.0 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 420 413 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 18.2 19.5 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 25 80 110 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 243 297 495 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Sliven district

> Population  (2021)  172,690

> Territory (sq. km)  3,544

> Number of settlements 110

> Share of urban population (%) 65.4

S l i v e n  d i s t r i c t

Although GDP per capita in Sliven district has 
been growing, it is among the lowest in the 

country. The contraction in economic activity is ac-
companied by a decrease in both employment and 
unemployment. The labor market continues to face 
the challenge posed by the educational structure of 
the workforce. Investment activity is extremely slack. 
The basic physical infrastructure retains its relatively 
good level. The tax rates on retail trade and taxi trans-
portation are significantly lower than the respective 
national averages. The transparency of the work of 
the municipalities in the district remains high.

The demographic conditions of the district rank it 
among the country’s leaders in this indicator. At the 
same time, Sliven is among the districts with the 
lowest performance as regards the indicators for 
education and healthcare. Most notably, there is an 
acute shortage of both GPs and specialist physicians. 
The relative number of crimes in the district is close 
to the average one in the country, while the detection 
rate remains considerably higher. The low proportion 
of the population in housing with access to public 
sewerage remains a challenge. The culture and 
tourism sectors show relatively low intensity.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
Although GDP per capita in Sliven district has been growing 
and its rate of increase is even higher than average, in 2021 it 
remained among the lowest in the country (alongside Silistra 
and Haskovo) – 10,400 BGN/person, compared to the nation-
al average of 20,200 BGN/person. Salaries and pensions in the 
district are also increasing. The average annual gross salary of 
people employed in a labor or service contract has reached 
14,000 BGN, against 18,700 BGN in the country. The average 
monthly pension has reached 503 BGN, compared to 537 na-
tionally.

The share of the population living below the national poverty 
line is significantly higher than the average value – 29.2% in 
the district, compared to 22.9% in the country for 2022.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of working-age population in the district is relatively 
low – 55.0% in 2022, compared to 58.5% nationally. In 2022, 
economic activity in Sliven district decreased for the second 
year in a row and its rate fell to 65.9%, compared to the na-
tional average of 73.6%. This reduction in activity has been 
accompanied by a decrease in both employment and unem-
ployment. The employment rate stands at 60.5%, versus the 
national average of 70.4%, and the unemployment rate – at 
7.9%, compared to 5.2% nationally.

The labor market still faces the challenge posed by the edu-
cational structure of the workforce. In 2022, the share of the 
population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education went 
down to 37.8%, against 16.0% nationally, which was again 
the highest in the country for that year. However, the share 
of those with higher education went up to 21.1%, versus the 
national average of 29.8%. 

At the same time, the district’s demography presents a rather 
favorable picture – the population replacement rate as a ratio 
of the people aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64 is the highest 
in the country – 87.4% in the district, against the national av-
erage of 65.7%. This means that for every 100 adults who are 
about to leave the labor market in the next few years, there are 
about 87 young people who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment activity in Sliven is extremely slack and the district 
ranks last in the whole country in this category. The number of 
non-financial enterprises in the district for 2021 is 39 per 1,000 
people and remains relatively low, compared to the national 
average of 60 per 1,000 people. Domestic and foreign invest-
ment also remains low. FTA acquisition expenditure amounts 
to 1,200 BGN/person, versus the average of 3,100 BGN/person 
nationally. FDI stock in the district is 726 EUR/person, which 
marks a decrease from the year before and an increase of al-
most five times against the national average. Production in the 

Infrastructure   
The basic physical infrastructure in Sliven district retains its 
relatively high level. The density of the road and railroad net-
works is comparable to the national average. In 2022, the share 
of highways and first-class roads again remained relatively 
high – 22.2%, compared to 18.5% in the country.

Sliven continues to be the district with the largest share of 
road surfaces in good condition – 68%, against 41% in the 
country in 2022. The share of households with internet access 
has decreased and is relatively low.

Local taxes   
In 2023, the average rates of the tax on non-residential immov-
able property for legal entities and non-gratuitous acquisition 
of property were higher than the average figures in the coun-
try. At the same time, the rates of the taxes on retail trade and 
taxi transportation were considerably lower than the respec-
tive national averages. The tax on motor vehicles was compa-
rable to the average one in the country.

Within the district, the highest average taxes are levied by Sliv-
en municipality and the lowest ones by Tvarditsa municipality.

Administration   
Sliven is among the districts with relatively good performance 
in the category representing the work of the administration. 
Over the past two years, the local authorities’ self-assessments 
on the development of e-government have been very high. 
Those on the provision of one-stop shop services remain low-
er than the national average, though they too marked an in-
crease in 2023. 

The transparency of the municipal bodies in the district has 
continued to improve and in 2023 its average rating reached 
80.5%, versus 70.3% countrywide, which again places Sliven 
district second in the country, after Dobrich district. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities is 21.6%, compared to 29.0% in the coun-
try for 2022, and the coverage of municipal expenditures with 
local revenues is 87.4%, against 84.2% nationally.

district is worth 14,200 BGN/person, compared to the national 
average of 31,200 BGN/person.

Sliven is also the district with the lowest utilization rate of Eu-
ropean funds. By 30 June 2023, payments made in the district 
to beneficiaries under EU operational programs amounted to 
1,598 BGN/person. Within the district, the highest amounts 
were utilized by the municipality of the city of Sliven, though 
even those payments were far below the national average.
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Demography   
Sliven’s demographic conditions for 2022 place the district 
among the country’s leaders in this category. The natural pop-
ulation growth rate is the second highest in the country (after 
the capital) at –5.9‰, versus –9.7% nationally. At the same 
time, the district has managed to attract new residents and 
the net migration rate is positive, though not too high – 0.6‰. 

The age dependency ratio of the people aged 65+ to those 
aged 0–14 has increased, but at 117.4%, it still ranks Sliven dis-
trict at the top place in the country, where that ratio is 165.9%. 
The ratio of the people aged 65+ to those aged 15–64 is also 
lower than the national average – 37.5%, compared to 37.7% 
in the country. The share of population living in urban areas 
is relatively low – 65.4%, compared to 73.6% in the country, 
but the population density measured as the average number 
of people per unit urban area remains the second highest in 
the country after that in the capital. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Sliven is the district with the lowest score as regards the indica-
tors for education. The share of school year repeaters is the high-
est in the whole country – 3.6% in 2022, which is triple the nation-
al average of 1.2% for that year. The rate of enrolment in 5th–7th 
grade has gone down and is the lowest in the whole country.

The alignment between vocational education and the profile 
of the local economy is high – 61.9%, compared to 53.6% na-
tionally, which is due the high share of admissions and em-
ployment in manufacturing and the low share in the ICT and 
construction sectors.

Students’ performance in 2023 remained poor. The average 
score in the NEA in mathematics after 7th grade was 25.3 
points, compared to the average of 35.3 points nationally, and 
was the lowest in the whole country. The average grade in the 
State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and literature 
was also relatively low – “Good” 3.65, versus the national aver-
age of 3.93, and the share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was 23%, 
compared to the national average of 17.9%. 

Healthcare   
Sliven is the district with the lowest score as regards the indi-
cator for healthcare due to an acute shortage of both GPs and 
specialist physicians. One local GP cares for 1,859 persons on 
average, compared to 1,678 persons per doctor countrywide. 
The number of beds in the local general hospitals continues to 
be relatively low – 4.9 beds per 1,000 people, compared to 5.9 
beds per 1,000 people in the country for 2022.

At the same time, the number of people treated in the local 
general hospitals is also low – 180 per 1,000 people, compared 
to 235 per 1,000 people countrywide, which suggests that the 
local residents seek health services outside the district. The 
share of people with health insurance is 90.3%, versus 93.5% 
in the country. The average life expectancy is also low.

Security and justice   
The workloads of criminal judges in the district are close to the 
national average, but in 2022 the speed of delivery of justice 
again remained considerably higher. One local judge hears an 
average of 9.8 criminal cases a month, compared to 10.1 cases 
per judge nationally. The share of criminal cases closed within 
3 months is 93%, against the national average of 89%, and the 
share of pending cases – 7%, versus 12% in the country.

The number of crimes in the district is close to the average one 
in the country, but the detection rate is considerably higher. 
In 2022, registered crimes against the person and property in 
Sliven district amounted to 11.3 per 1,000 people, against 11.6 
per 1,000 people nationwide. The detection rate was 60%, ver-
sus the average of 49% in the country.

Environment   
The relative volume of generated household waste is close to, 
but below the national average – 403 kg/person per year in the 
district, compared to 445 kg/person in the country for 2021. 
The share of waste handed over for treatment and recycling 
is almost equal to the national average – 73% in the district, 
compared to 74% nationally. 

A persisting challenge facing the district is the limited share 
of population with access to a public sewerage network – only 
62.6%, compared to 74.8% countrywide, while the share of 
sewerage systems connected to wastewater treatment plants 
is 56.7% in Sliven district, against the national average of 
66.8%.

The share of forest areas is relatively high – 42%, compared to 
33% in the country, and that of degraded land – around the na-
tional average. The figures for installed RES capacities relative 
to the population are also close to the national average.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life in Sliven district shows relatively low intensity. 
Cinema visits have increased but their number remains many 
times lower than the country’s average – 70 per 1,000 people 
in 2022, against 590 per 1,000 people nationally. Visits to the 
local theatres are also considerably lower in number – 81 per 
1,000 people, against 129 per 1,000 people in the country. 
Only visits to the local libraries exceed the national average, 
albeit slightly – 605 per 1,000 people in the district, against 
584 per 1,000 people n in the country. 

The tourism sector also continued to underperform in 2022. 
The number of beds in accommodation facilities was 13 per 
1,000 people, compared to 55 per 1000 people in the coun-
try, and the number of overnight stays – 527 per 1,000 people, 
versus 3,739 per 1,000 people nationally. The share of people 
employed in culture, sport and entertainment is three times 
lower than the national average.
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Key indicators for the district of Sliven
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Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 8,616 10,439 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,370 14,033 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 34.4 32.0 29.2 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 57.0 57.2 55.0 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 65.0 62.4 60.5 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 11.0 8.4 7.9 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 36.2 38.2 37.8 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 21.4 20.1 21.1 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 11,974 14,238 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,075 1,234 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

867 726 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 83.4 83.3 67.8 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 72.9 68.0 68.0 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 83.0 83.8 87.4 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 79.8 80.1 80.5 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –5.9 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 0.6 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.08 3.79 3.65 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

27.5 25.8 25.3 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 86.4 85.3 82.1 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 72.4 71.2 70.8 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 86.4 86.7 90.3 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,930 1,916 1,859 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 9.4 9.5 11.3 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 7.7 9.5 6.7 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 64.8 62.6 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 420 403 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 76.1 72.8 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 14 53 70 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 285 419 527 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Smolyan district

> Population  (2021)  96,284

> Territory (sq. km)  3,193

> Number of settlements 240

> Share of urban population (%) 57.4

Sm o l y a n  d i s t r i c t

GDP, salaries and pensions in Smolyan district 
continue to rise. The poverty level is above aver-

age. Employment and unemployment are rising, with 
both indicators remaining relatively unfavorable. 
Business and investment activity has been showing 
some improvement. There are no railways, highways 
and first-class roads in the district. Local taxes in the 
district are relatively low. Smolyan has the second 
lowest share of own revenues in the total municipal 
revenues and is the district with the lowest cover-
age of municipal expenditures with local revenues.

The population of the district is among the fastest aging 
in the country. Smolyan continues to rank among the 
districts with the highest educational results. The share 
of people with health insurance is high. The health in-
surance system covers practically the entire population 
of the district. Smolyan is the district with the lowest 
workloads of the local judges and among those with the 
smallest number of registered crimes. The district also 
ranks first with the highest share of forest areas and the 
lowest share of degraded land. The intensity of its cultur-
al life remains weak, but tourism is strongly represented.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Smolyan district continued its growth in 
2021, reaching 12,600 BGN, though its rate of increase is ex-
tremely small. Salaries and pensions are also rising and their 
rate of increase is comparable to the average one in the coun-
try. The average annual gross salary of people employed in a 
labor or service contract reaches 13,400 BGN, while remaining 
below the national average. The average monthly pension is 
524, close to the national average. 

The poverty level in the district is above the national average. 
The share of population living below the national poverty line 
is 28.7%, against 22.9% countrywide.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in Smolyan district 
continues to decline and is lower than the national average 
– 56.5% in the district, compared to 58.5% in the country for 
2022. Economic activity has increased, reaching 72.2%, versus 
73.6% nationally. This increase has been accompanied by a rise 
in both employment and unemployment, with the two indi-
cators remaining less favorable than the respective national 
averages. The employment rate is 68.0%, compared to 70.4% 
in the country, and the unemployment rate – 10.0%, against 
5.2% nationwide.

The educational structure of the workforce in the district re-
mains relatively good. In 2022, the share of the people aged 
25–64 with primary or lower education declined to 13%, ver-
sus the national average of 16.0%, while the number of those 
with a university degree is 24.3%, against 29.8% nationally. 

A huge challenge for the future development of the local la-
bor market continues to be population aging. Smolyan is the 
district with the lowest population replacement rate as a ratio 
of the people aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64, which in 2022 
was 42.2%, compared to 65.7% nationwide. This means that 
for every 100 adults who are about to leave the labor market 
in the next few years, there are 42 young people who will join 
the workforce.

Investment and business   
In 2021, business and investment activity in the Smolyan re-
gion showed a clear upward trend, as the number of enter-
prises, production value and domestic and foreign investment 
went up and in general managed to make up for the downturn 
of the previous year. The number of non-financial enterprises 
in the district reached 52 per 1,000 people, compared to 60 
per 1,000 people in the country. FTA acquisition expenditure 
per capita increased by nearly 1/4 to reach 2,700 BGN, and FDI 
– by over 1/5 to 692 EUR per capita. Production value grew to 
17,600 BGN, though it remained below the country’s average. 
Research and development expenditure per capita is also low-
er than average.

Infrastructure   
The specific geographic location of the district as a border 
region and its mountainous terrain account for its relative-
ly poorly developed infrastructure. Smolyan lacks railroads, 
highways and first-class roads. The density of its road network 
remains below the national average. Road surface quality re-
mained relatively high in 2022, with the share of roads with 
surfaces in good condition reaching 56.5%, against the coun-
try’s average of 41.1%. 

Households’ access to the internet has registered an increase 
and is above the national average. 

Local taxes   
In 2023, Smolyan again ranked among the districts with rela-
tively low local taxes. The biggest differences with the respec-
tive national averages can be observed in the taxes on retail 
trade and motor vehicles. The average retail trade tax in the 
municipalities in Smolyan district for that year was 7.71 BGN/
sq. m, versus 13.04 BGN/sq. m in the country. The tax on motor 
vehicles and passenger cars was 1.37 BGN/kW, compared to 
1.56 BGN/kW nationally. Among the monitored taxes, the rate 
was higher for the tax on immovable non-residential property 
for legal entities.

Within the district, the municipalities levying the lowest aver-
age taxes are those of Smolyan city, Nedelino and Borino, and 
the highest – of Dospat municipality.

Administration   
The self-assessments of the local administration on the devel-
opment of e-government and the provision of one-stop shop 
services again remained low in 2023 and were below the re-
spective national averages. The AIP Active transparency rating 
of the local administration also remained below the nation-
al average – 66.9% in the district, compared to 70.3% in the 
country. 

Smolyan is the district with the second lowest share of own 
revenues in the municipalities’ total revenues – 15.4%, versus 
29.0% in the country, as well as the district with the lowest cov-
erage of municipal expenditures with local revenues – 43.6%, 
versus 84.2% in the country.

Utilization of European funds in Smolyan district is relative-
ly good. By 30 June 2023, payments made in the district to 
beneficiaries under EU operational programs amounted to 
3,300 BGN/person, against 2,800 BGN/person in the country. 
Within the district, the highest amounts were utilized by the 
municipality of Smolyan city.
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Demography   
Smolyan’s population is among the fastest aging in the country and 
its demographic picture places the district in the penultimate place 
(only before Vidin). Both the natural growth and the net migration 
rates for 2022 remain strongly negative. The natural population 
growth rate is –14.7‰, versus –9.7‰ nationwide, and the net mi-
gration rate is the lowest in the country with a value of –4.5‰.

The district’s age dependency ratios have been deteriorating 
fast and are considerably less favorable than in the country 
on average. In 2022, the ratio of the people aged 65+ to those 
aged 0–14 reached 256.4%, compared to 149.3% nationally, 
and was the second highest, after that in Vidin district. The ratio 
to the 15–64 age group was 45.3%, versus 37.7% countrywide. 

The share of urban population in the district is relatively low – 
57.4%, against the national average of 73.6%. At the same time, 
the density of the population remains relatively high – 1,614 per-
sons/sq. km, compared to 1,404 persons/sq. km in the country. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Smolyan continues to rank among the districts with the best 
performance in the education category, where it is outranked 
only by Sofia (capital city) and Varna. The district ranks first 
in the share of children attending kindergarten – 95%, com-
pared to the national average of 87.3%. The net enrolment rate 
of schoolchildren in 5th–7th grade is also the highest in the 
country – 95.7%, compared to the average of 90.7% nationally, 
while the share of school year repeaters is the lowest country-
wide – 0.3%, against 1.2% nationally. The index of the align-
ment between vocational education and the profile of the 
local economy is low – 37.5 points, compared to 53.6 points 
in the country. The main reason for this is the low interest in 
manufacturing-related courses at the expense of a relatively 
high number of students enrolled in ICT courses.

The performance of the district’s students in 2023 was again 
much better than the country’s average. The average score in 
the NEA in mathematics at the end of 7th grade was 37.6 points, 
against 35.3 points nationwide, and was the third highest in the 
whole country, preceded only by that in the capital and Varna 
district. The average result in the State matriculation exam in 
Bulgarian language and literature reached “Good” 4.09 in the dis-
trict, versus 3.93 nationally, which ranked Smolyan district sec-
ond only to the capital. The share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was 
7.2%, against 17.9% nationwide, and was the lowest nationwide. 

Healthcare   
The healthcare insurance system covers practically the whole 
of the district’s population. The average life expectancy is 
among the highest in the country and the infant mortality rate 
– among the lowest. Access to GPs is relatively easy, though 
the number of specialist physicians is still considerably lower 
than the average one in the country. 

Bed capacity in the local general hospitals equals the country’s 
average – 5.9 beds per 1,000 people. The relative number of 

Security and justice   
In 2022, Smolyan district was once again among good perform-
ers in the security and justice category. The workloads of the local 
criminal judges were the lowest in the country, with a monthly 
average of 3.5 cases per judge, compared to 10.1 cases per judge 
nationally. This has had a beneficial effect on the speed of delivery 
of justice. The share of criminal cases closed within 3 months was 
among the highest in the country – 95%, against 89% nationally. 

Smolyan is also among the districts with the lowest number of 
crimes. Registered crimes against the person and property num-
ber 5.1 per 1,000 people, against 11.6 per 1,000 people as the 
national average. At the same time, the detection rate in the dis-
trict is high – 63% in the district, compared to 49% countrywide.

Environment   
Smolyan is among the districts with very good performance Smol-
yan is the district with the best performance in the environment 
indicators. It is the district with the highest share of forest areas 
– 71%, against 33% in the country, and with the lowest share of 
degraded land – 0.09%, versus 0.43% nationwide for 2022.

In 2021, 72.9% of the population were living in settlements with 
a public sewerage network, compared to 74.8% in the country, 
which is a comparatively high figure, given the low level of urban-
ization in the district. However, Smolyan district is still lagging be-
hind in terms of the connectivity of sewerage networks to waste 
water treatment plants, with a coverage of only 44.0% of the local 
population, compared to the national average of 66.8%.

The amounts of household waste generated in the district 
are relatively small – 349 kg/person per year, against 445 kg/
person on a national scale. At the same time, the share of this 
waste which has been handed over for treatment and recy-
cling is also low – 52%, compared to 74% in the country.

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, cultural life in the district remained not particularly active, 
although after the sharp decline caused by the pandemic-related 
restrictions and for the second year in a row, interest in such ac-
tivities has been growing. Cinema visits numbered 137 per 1,000 
people, against 590 per 1,000 people nationally. Visits to the lo-
cal museums amounted to 266 per 1,000 people, against 619 per 
1,000 people in the country. Local libraries attracted 181 visits per 
1,000 people, against 584 visits per 1,000 people nationally. 

In 2022, tourism in the district was again strongly represented. The 
number of beds in accommodation facilities continued to grow 
and reached 135 per 1,000 people, which is the fourth highest 
number relative to the population after that in the seaside districts 
(Burgas, Dobrich and Varna). The number of overnight stays in the 
district also ranks the district fourth in the country with 7,993 per 
1,000 people, compared to 3,739 per 1,000 people in the country.

patients treated in the local general hospitals is 189 per 1,000 
people, versus 235 per 1,000 people countrywide. 
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Key indicators for the district of Smolyan

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 12,028 12,609 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

12,037 13,379 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 24.4 23.0 28.7 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 58.1 57.7 56.5 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 65.2 64.6 68.0 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 10.6 8.6 10.0 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 14.0 12.9 13.0 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 23.5 24.3 24.3 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 15,649 17,612 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,197 2,714 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

565 692 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 73.6 76.3 90.3 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 55.1 50.1 56.5 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 48.6 52.3 43.6 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 72.2 66.9 66.9 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –14.7 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –4.5 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.44 4.12 4.09 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

42.6 39.4 37.6 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 90.8 91.8 95.7 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 75.0 74.0 73.4 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 95.6 97.5 (100.0) 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,605 1,552 1,450 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 5.1 4.3 5.1 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 8.7 14.0 9.6 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 73.4 72.9 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 315 349 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 43.5 52.4 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 38 95 137 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 6,106 6,045 7,993 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Sofia district

> Population  (2021)  231,989

> Territory (sq. km)  7,062

> Number of settlements 284

> Share of urban population (%) 60.3

Sofia district has recorded the lowest growth rate 
of GDP per capita, thus losing its second place in 

the ranking. Salaries and pensions remain relatively 
high. The development of the local labor market con-
tinues to be good. The good economic development 
in the district is accompanied by high investment 
activity. The density of its road network is high. The 
average level of the local taxes levied by the district’s 
municipalities is generally high. The transparency in 
the work of the local administrations remains poor. 
The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the 
district’s municipalities is the lowest in the country.

The rate of natural population growth in Sofia district 
remains below the national average. The district is 
among those with relatively low level of urbanization. 
The performance of its students is poor. Access to doc-
tors – both GPs and specialist physicians in the district 
– is slightly below the national average. Delivery of jus-
tice is slow. The volume of generated household waste 
is among the country’s highest, while the share of that 
waste which has been handed over for treatment and 
recycling is among the lowest. Cultural life in Sofia dis-
trict retains its low intensity. At the same time, its tour-
ism is better developed than in most other districts.

S o f i a  d i s t r i c t

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Income and living conditions   
Sofia district recorded the lowest growth rate of GDP per cap-
ita for 2021 (5% versus 17% nationally), thus ceding its second 
place to Stara Zagora in the ranking along this indicator. How-
ever, salaries and pensions have been rising at the national 
average rate and remain relatively high. The average annual 
gross salary of people employed in a labor and service con-
tract has reached 17,700 BGN and continues to be the second 
highest in the country (again after the capital). The average 
monthly pension amounts to 552 BGN.

The relatively high values of GDP and salaries in the district 
have kept the poverty level relatively low in the past few years. 
In 2022, the share of the population living below the national 
poverty line was 23%.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The development of the local labor market in 2022 continued 
to be good, which once again shows the deep interrelation be-
tween the economies of the capital and of Sofia district. Eco-
nomic activity in the district decreased slightly but continued 
to be considerably above the national average –75.7% in the 
district, compared to 73.6% in the country. This growth was 
accompanied by a decrease both in employment and in un-
employment. The employment rate dropped to 74.9%, against 
70.4% nationally, and the unemployment rate – to 4.9%, versus 
5.2% countrywide. 

The profile of the workforce in Sofia district is characterized by 
a large number of people with secondary education – 71.4%, 
compared to 54.2% in the country, while the shares of people 
with a university degree and of those with primary or lower ed-
ucation are both relatively low. This structure can be account-
ed for by the proximity of most of the district’s settlements to 
the capital, the latter attracting the university graduates and 
naturally leaving the process industry to develop in its geo-
graphical periphery. 

A persisting challenge facing the local labor market is popula-
tion ageing. The population replacement rate as a ratio of peo-
ple aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64 is 63.3% for 2022, versus 
the national average of 65.7%.

Investment and business   
The positive economic development of the district is associat-
ed with high investment activity. In 2021, the district report-
ed FTA acquisition expenditures of 3,200 BGN/person, which 
were the third highest figures in the country (after those in the 
capital and Plovdiv). FDI amounted to 7,300 EUR/person and 
was the third highest nationally. Production value has been 
growing at a fast rate and almost equals that of the capital 
district, thus increasing even more (almost twice) the distance 
between these two districts and the rest of the country.

Infrastructure   
Sofia district has a very well-developed infrastructure. The 
density of the road network is higher than the national av-
erage, and with 30.2%, the share of highways and first-class 
roads is the second largest in the country after that in Shu-
men district, compared to the national average of 18.5%. At 
the same time, however, road quality remained relatively low, 
with only 30.5% of the road surfaces in good condition, versus 
41.1% in the country, for 2022.

Access to the Internet in the district remains relatively limited, 
with 75.0% of the households connected to it, compared to 
87.3% on average in the country.

Local taxes   
In 2023, the average level of local taxation in Sofia district was 
among the highest in the country. Higher than average contin-
ued to be the taxes on non-residential immovable property for 
legal entities and on non-gratuitous acquisition of property. 
By contrast, significantly lower than the average rates were the 
taxes on taxi transportation and retail trade.

Within the district, the highest average tax rates are levied by 
the municipalities of Samokov and Botevgrad, and the lowest 
ones – by the municipalities of Mirkovo and Chelopech. 

Administration   
The performance of the municipal administrations in Sofia 
district is unsatisfactory. The self-assessments of the munici-
pal administrations on the development of e-government and 
the provision of one-stop-shop administrative services in 2023 
also remained below the respective national averages.

In 2023, Sofia district continued to be among those with the 
lowest assessment of the transparency in the work of its local 
administrations, with a rating of 57.7%, compared to 70.3% on 
average in the country. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities is the lowest in the country – 14.7%, com-
pared to 29.0% nationwide. At the same time, the coverage of 
municipal expenditures with local revenues is above average 
at 102.2%, versus 84.2% nationally.

The number of enterprises in the district remains relatively 
low, while the share of large enterprises among them is rela-
tively high.

Utilization of EU funds has recorded a slight increase. By June 
30th2023, payments made in Sofia district to beneficiaries un-
der EU operational programs amounted to 2,770 BGN/person. 
Within the district, the leader in the utilization of EU funds was 
the municipality of Kostinbrod. 
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Demography   
The rate of natural population growth in Sofia district remains 
below the national average at –11.1‰ in 2022, against –9.7‰ 
nationwide. The net migration rate is also slightly negative at 
–0.1‰.

Population aging in the district is similar to that nationwide. 
In 2022, the ratio of people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 was 
166.3%, compared to 165.9% nationally, and to those aged 
15–64 it was 38.4%, versus 37.7% nationwide.

Sofia is among Bulgaria’s districts with a relatively low level of 
urbanization – 60.3% of its population is urban, against 73.6% 
countrywide, and with a low population density of 740 per-
sons/sq. km, compared to the national average of 1,404 per-
sons/sq. km. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The proportion of children in Sofia district attending kinder-
garten is lower, but close to the national average. The net en-
rolment rate in 5th–7th grade in the district has continued to 
decline and in 2022 it remained below the national average 
– 87.6%, compared to 90.7% in the country. The district has 
relatively few students and employees with professional qual-
ifications in agriculture and construction, while the number of 
those in manufacturing is relatively high.

The performance of the district’s students in 2023 remained 
relatively poor. The average score in the NEA in mathematics 
after 7th grade was 28.3 p., versus 35.3 p. nationally. The av-
erage grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian lan-
guage and literature was “Good” 3.58, compared to the aver-
age of 3.93 countrywide, and the share of “fail” grades (below 
3.00) reached 21.2%, against the national average of 17.9%.

The number of university students in Sofia district is relatively 
small – 5.6 students per 1,000 population, compared to the na-
tional average of 33.2 students per 1,000 population in 2022.

Healthcare   
Access to doctors – both GPs and specialist physicians in the 
district – is slightly below the national average. In 2022, one GP 
cared for an average of 1,788 people, compared to 1,678 peo-
ple per GP in the country. The share of people with health in-
surance has increased slightly, though in 2022 it still remained 
the lowest one nationally – 84.2% in the district, against 93.5% 
in the country.

The number of beds in the local general hospitals relative to 
the population in the district is close to the national average. 

The infant mortality rate has continued to fall and in 2022 it 
was below the national average. The average life expectancy is 
already above the country’s average, with Sofia being the only 
district where the average life expectancy increased in 2022.

Security and justice   
Sofia’s performance regarding the provision of security and 
justice in 2022 remained poor and ranked the district among 
the bottom three in the country, together with Montana and 
the capital district. That was mostly a consequence of the rel-
atively slow delivery of justice, although the workloads of the 
local criminal judges were below the national average. One 
criminal judge in Sofia district heard an average of 8.6 cases 
a month, compared to 10.1 cases per judge in the country. At 
the same time, the number of criminal cases closed within 3 
months was 78%, compared to the average of 89% nationwide, 
and pending cases amounted to 20%, which is the highest fig-
ure for this indicator countrywide, where the average was 12%. 

For their part, the indicator values for security in Sofia district are 
higher, albeit slightly, than the national average. The number of 
registered crimes against the person and property is 9.7 per 1,000 
population, compared to the national average of 11.6 per 1,000 
population. The detection rate is 54%, versus 49% in the country.

Environment   
Sofia is among the three districts (together with Razgrad and 
Silistra) with the lowest score in this category. The main rea-
son for this is the volume of household waste and its manage-
ment. The annual volume of waste generated in Sofia district 
is among the highest in the country – 501 kg/person, versus 
445 kg/person nationwide, while the share of this waste hand-
ed over for treatment and recycling is among the lowest – 
16.7%, compared to 74% in the country for 2021.

In spite of the relatively low level of urbanization, the share 
of households in the district with access to public sewerage 
networks is high – 77.0%, compared to the national average 
of 74.8%. At the same time, access to sewerage networks 
connected to wastewater treatment plants is lower – 41.3%, 
against the average share of 66.8% in the country. 

The share of forest areas is relatively high (47%, compared to 
33% in the country), and that of degraded land is close to the 
national average (0.46%, against 0.43% in the country).

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, cultural life in Sofia district still sustained its low in-
tensity, probably due to the region’s proximity to the capital, 
which allows a large part of the population a relatively fast and 
easy access to the biggest city in the country. No visits to li-
braries and theaters have been reported for the district, while 
cinema visits numbered 65 per 1,000 people versus 590 per 
1,000 people nationwide. Visits to museums went up and their 
relative number is among the highest in the country, although 
they could not yet recover their pre-pandemic level. 

At the same time, tourism is better developed than in most dis-
tricts. The number of beds in accommodation facilities is 38 per 
1,000 people, ranking Sofia district eighth in the country. The 
number of overnight stays is 2,871 per 1,000 people for 2022.
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Key indicators for the district of Sofia
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Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 17,146 19,263 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

15,857 17,697 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 22.8 21.8 23.0 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.1 59.2 58.2 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 78.8 75.2 74.9 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 7.5 5.5 4.9 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 13.6 14.2 14.4 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 11.3 12.4 14.2 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 49,856 57,137 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 3,430 3,157 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

6,704 7,289 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 73.0 74.1 75.0 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 30.2 35.4 30.5 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 77.9 98.8 102.2 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 65.3 57.9 57.7 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –11.1 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –0.1 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.99 3.77 3.58 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

31.8 29.6 28.3 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 89.8 90.0 87.6 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.1 72.1 72.6 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 87.3 82.9 84.2 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,846 1,839 1,788 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 10.0 9.5 9.7 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 22.3 21.6 20.3 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 76.2 77.0 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 488 501 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 9.8 16.7 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 32 30 65 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 2,217 2,306 2,871 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Sofia (capital) district

> Population  (2021)  1,274,290

> Territory (sq. km)  1,341

> Number of settlements 54

> Share of urban population (%) 95.1

Sofia (capital) has the highest GDP per capita, with 
a value of more than double the national aver-

age and double that of the district ranking second in 
this indicator – Sofia district. Its labor market is well 
developed. Sofia is also the undisputed leader in in-
vestment activity. The share of households with ac-
cess to high-speed internet continues to increase. The 
capital is the district with the highest local taxes in 
the country. It is the district with the highest share 
of own revenues in the total revenues, as well as with 
the highest coverage of municipal expenditures with 
local revenues.

Sofia is the district with the most favorable demo-
graphic conditions. The capital is once again the 
leader in the education indicators, with a high rate of 
enrolment in 5th–7th grade, a low share of repeaters, 
good student performance and a high number of uni-
versity students. The number of specialist physicians 
is among the highest in the country. Delivery of jus-
tice is relatively slow, and the crime detection rate – 
low. The district’s high level of urbanization accounts 
for the large share of population with access to public 
sewerage networks. Sofia remains the district with 
the most intensive cultural life. 

S o f i a  ( c a p i t a l )  d i s t r i c t
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Income and living conditions   
The capital is the district with the highest GDP per capita, with 
a volume more than twice larger than both the national aver-
age and that of Sofia district, the second-ranking district in this 
category. In 2021, GDP per capita in Sofia reached 45,200 BGN, 
against 20,200 BGN in the country.

Salaries and pensions have also been growing and their 
amounts are significantly higher. The average annual gross 
salary or people employed in a labor or service contract has 
reached 25,700 BGN, against 18,700 BGN in the country, and 
the average monthly pension – 650 BGN, versus 537 BGN in 
the country. 

The capital is also the district with the lowest poverty level. 
The share of population living below the national poverty line 
is 11.7%, compared to 22.9% nationally for 2022.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The capital’s good performance in the indicators for economic 
development is again manifested in the favorable dynamics of 
the local labor market in 2022. Although declining, the share of 
the working-age population remains the highest in the coun-
try at 62.9%, compared to 58.5% nationally. Economic activity 
has registered a considerable increase and the capital heads 
the ranking in this category with a rate of 79.9%, compared 
to 73.6% nationally. Parallel to this increase there has been an 
increase in employment and a decrease in unemployment. The 
employment rate has reached 77.9%, against 70.4% nationally, 
and the unemployment rate – 1.6%, versus 5.2% nationally.

The capital is once again the district with the best educational 
structure of its workforce. The share of the population aged 
25–64 with a university degree is 57.6%, against 29.8% in the 
country, while employed people with primary or lower educa-
tion make up 4.0%, compared to 16.0% nationally.

Sofia has the second highest (after Sliven) population replace-
ment ratio as a ratio of people aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64 
– 80.3%, compared to 65.7% nationwide. This means that for 
every 100 people who are about to leave the labor market in 
the next few years, there will be 80 young people joining the 
workforce.

Investment and business   
In 2021, Sofia remained the undisputed leader in investment 
activity. The district has the largest number of enterprises rel-
ative to its population – 95 per 1,000 population, compared to 
an average of 60 per 1,000 population in the country. After the 
huge rise of the previous year in FTA acquisition expenditures, 
in 2021 they recorded a decrease but nevertheless remained 
the highest in the country and far ahead of the district ranked 
second in this category (Plovdiv). The increase in production 
value is below the average rate and the margin with the sec-
ond-ranking district (Sofia district) is narrowing. Significantly 

Infrastructure   
There are no roads from the national road network within Sofia 
(capital) district, but its territory is bordered directly by several 
highways. In addition, Sofia Central Railway Station is one of the 
main railway hubs in the country and the capital district’s den-
sity of the railway network of 12.7 km/100 sq. km territory sig-
nificantly exceeds the national average of 3.6 km/100 sq. km. 

The share of households with access to high-speed internet is 
very high, reaching 94.7% in 2022, compared to 87.3% in the 
country. 

Local taxes   
The level of local taxation in Sofia (capital) district in 2023 
again remained the highest in the whole country. The big-
gest differences in comparison to the national figures were 
recorded in the retail trade tax (20.00 BGN/sq. m, compared 
to 13.04 BGN/sq. m in the country), the tax on non-gratuitous 
acquisition of property (3.00% versus 2.76% in the country), 
and on taxi transportation (850 BGN annually against 471 BGN 
in the country).

Of all the monitored taxes, the only one that remained be-
low the average nationwide rate was the tax on immovable 
non-residential property for legal entities (1.88‰, against 
2.08‰ in the country).

Administration   
Sofia has ceded to Varna the top place in this category. The 
provision of one-stop shop administrative services received 
the maximum points in 2023. There has been a decline in the 
self-assessment on the development of e-government. The AIP 
active transparency rating of the district’s local administration 
bodies has sustained its value and remains higher than the na-
tional average –74.8%, against the national average of 70.3%. 

The capital is the district with the highest share of own reve-
nues in the total revenues (44.7% versus 29.0% in the country), 
as well as the highest coverage of municipal expenditures with 
local revenues (113.3% versus 84.2% in the country) in 2022, 
despite a slight deterioration in both indicators.

higher than the average national figures is also cumulative FDI 
– 11,200 EUR/person, against 4,100 EUR/person in the country.

The capital’s dominance in research and development expend-
iture is massive – in 2021 it was 618 BGN/person. By compari-
son, there is no other district in the country where it exceeds 
100 BGN/person.

By 30 June 2023, the capital occupied the top place as regards 
utilization of EU funds. Payments made in Sofia (capital) district 
to beneficiaries under EU operational programs amounted to 
4,264 BGN/person, versus 2,836 BGN/person in the country.
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Demography   
In 2022, Sofia (capital) was once again the district with the most 
favorable demographic conditions in the country. Although even 
in the capital the natural population growth rate is negative, it still 
occupies the top place nationwide with a value of –3.4‰, com-
pared to the national average of –9.7‰. Sofia (capital) continues 
to attract new residents and the net migration rate is 7.9%.

The age dependency ratios in Sofia remain significantly more 
favorable than the average ones for the country. The ratio of the 
population aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 is 130.4%, compared 
to 165.9% nationally, with the capital being outranked only by 
Sliven district. At the same time, Sofia is the leader in attracting 
working-age population and the ratio of people aged 65+ to 
those aged 15-64 is 29.1%, compared to 37.7% in the country. 

The district’s specificity accounts for the almost total urbani-
zation of its territory, and its population density is three times 
the country’s average. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The capital remains the country’s leader in the education cate-
gory, with a high rate of enrolment in 5th–7th grade, a low share 
of repeaters, good student performance and a high number of 
university students.

The share of school year repeaters is 0.5% – the third lowest in the 
country (after the districts of Smolyan and Ruse). The capital is the 
district with the best alignment between vocational education 
and the profile of the local economy, mainly because of the high 
numbers of students and employees with vocational qualifica-
tions in the ICT sector and the low numbers in agriculture.

The students from the capital achieved an average score of 46.6 
points in the 2023 NEA in mathematics after 7th grade, which is 
far above the national average of 35.3 points. The average grade 
in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and liter-
ature was “Good” 4.24, compared to the average of ”Good” 3.93 
countrywide, while the share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was a 
bare 7.9%, against the national average of 17.9%.

Healthcare   
In 2022, the capital remained among the country’s districts with 
good healthcare, characterized by easy access to specialist phy-
sicians, high life expectancy and low infant mortality. 

The average life expectancy in the capital is the highest in the 
country, although in the last two years it has been falling (mainly 
due to the pandemic and increased mortality rates after 2020) – 
74.8 years, compared to 71.9 years in the country.

The indicator for access to GPs is less favorable than the national 
average. However, the number of specialist physicians relative to 
the population is the second highest in the country, after that in 
Pleven district. The hospital bed capacity is slightly more limited 
than the country’s average. The number of hospitalizations is 308 
per 1,000 people, against 235 per 1,000 people countrywide. The 
infant mortality rate is almost half the national average.

Security and justice   
The capital’s poor results and its bottom place in the whole 
country in the indicator for security and justice is a conse-
quence of the heavy workloads of the local judges and the low 
detection rates.

In 2022, one criminal judge in Sofia (capital) heard an average 
of 12.4 cases a month (with only Kyustendil recording a higher 
number), compared to 10.1 cases per judge nationally. These 
heavy workloads have a negative impact on the speed of de-
livery of justice. The proportion of criminal cases closed within 
3 months is 85%, compared to the average of 89% nationwide, 
and pending cases constitute 19%, versus less than 12% coun-
trywide.

 The number of crimes against the person and property reg-
istered in the capital district increased in 2021 to reach 11.7 
per 1,000 population and almost equaled the national average 
of 11.6 per 1,000 population. This does not, however, provide 
an adequate explanation for the exceptionally low share of 
cleared crimes – a bare 33%, versus 49% in the country.

Environment   
The capital remained among the districts with the highest 
annual volume of generated household waste in 2021, with 
522 kg/person, compared to 445 kg for the country. However, 
almost all waste was handed over for treatment and recycling, 
compared to 74% on average in the country. 

The high degree of urbanization in the district also accounts 
for the high share of population with access to a public sewer-
age network – 96.6% of the population, versus 74.8% national-
ly, while practically the whole sewerage network is connected 
to a waste water treatment plant – 96,4% compared to 66.8% 
on average countrywide. 

The share of degraded land is high – 1.43%, versus 0.43% na-
tionally, while the figures for installed RES capacities relative to 
the population are among the lowest in the country.

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, the capital was once again the district with the second 
most active cultural life after Burgas. Visits to cinemas, theaters 
and museums grew fast, though their numbers failed to reach 
their 2019 levels. With the exception of the relative number of 
museum visits, the values recorded for the other indicators were 
considerably above the average ones nationwide. Cinema visits 
were over twice the national average.

Tourism in the capital is less well represented. In 2022, the num-
ber of beds in accommodation facilities was 12 per 1,000 peo-
ple, versus 55 per 1,000 people in the country, and the number 
of overnight stays was 1,614 per 1,000 people, versus 3,739 per 
1,000 people in the country.
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Key indicators for the district of Sofia (capital city)
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Key indicators for the district of Sofia

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 38,891 45,241 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

22,950 25,724 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 9.2 11.3 11.7 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 64.0 64.4 62.9 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 74.4 74.8 77.9 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 3.3 2.0 1.6 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 3.9 4.2 4.0 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 56.8 57.7 57.6 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 57,800 61,866 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 9,214 7,757 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

10,604 11,235 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 90.8 90.3 94.7 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) n.a. n.a n.a 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 97.8 114.5 113.3 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 78.3 74.8 74.8 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –3.4 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 7.9 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.58 4.42 4.24 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

50.1 47.3 46.6 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 88.8 89.1 93.4 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 76.3 74.9 74.8 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 87.1 89.0 91.6 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,728 1,755 1,767 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 11.3 10.3 11.7 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 17.2 20.7 18.7 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 96.3 96.6 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 524 522 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 95.9 99.7 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 473 814 1,315 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 573 896 1,614 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Stara Zagora district

> Population  (2021)  296,507

> Territory (sq. km)  5,151

> Number of settlements 206

> Share of urban population (%) 71.3

GDP per capita in the district has grown signifi-
cantly and Stara Zagora now ranks second in this 

indicator. The performance of the local labor market is 
relatively good. The figures for investment and business 
activity place the district among the country’s leaders. 
The share of highways and first-class roads is relatively 
high. Unlike most districts with a high degree of eco-
nomic development, Stara Zagora maintains relatively 
low local taxes. The self-assessments of local adminis-
trations on the provision of one-stop shop administra-
tive services are the lowest in the whole country.

The natural population growth in Stara Zagora re-
mains below the national average. Students’ results 
are close to the country’s average. Average life expec-
tancy has declined, though relatively modestly, and 
for the first time is above the national average. Crim-
inal judges in the district have relatively heavy work-
loads, but this does not have an adverse effect on the 
speed of delivery of justice. Stara Zagora’s low score 
in the environmental category is primarily due to the 
extremely high proportion of degraded land. Cultural 
life in the district is relatively active.

S t a r a  Z a g o r a  d i s t r i c t 
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Income and living conditions   
GDP per capita in Stara Zagora rose considerably in 2021 to 
reach 20,200 BGN, ranking the district second in this category 
and immediately below the capital. Salaries and pensions also 
continue to rise. The average annual gross salary of people em-
ployed in a labor or service contract has reached 16,700 BGN, 
compared to 18,700 BGN nationally, and the average monthly 
pension – 567 BGN, against 537 BGN nationally. 

The poverty level in Stara Zagora district continues to rise and 
exceeds the national average. In 2022, the share of population 
living below the national poverty line reached 29.1, versus 
22.9% in the country.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The performance of the local labor market is relatively good 
and places Stara Zagora among the top three in this category 
(after the capital and Varna) for 2022. Economic activity has 
increased to 75.9%, versus 73.6% countrywide. This increase 
has been accompanied by a rise in employment and a drop 
in unemployment. The employment rate has reached 75.0%, 
compared to 70.4% nationally, while the unemployment rate 
is 4.3%, versus 5.2% in the country.

The educational structure of the workforce in the district has 
undergone a slight improvement. In 2022, the population 
aged 25–64 with higher education retained its share of 22.0% 
and remained below the national average of 29.8%. However, 
the share of population with primary or lower education was 
relatively small – 17.1%, compared to 16.0% in the country. The 
relatively high share of the workforce with secondary educa-
tion is therefore in line with the district’s industrial profile.

The population replacement rate of those leaving the labor 
market by those joining it – that is, the ratio of the population 
aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64, is 67.3%, versus 65.7% in the 
country, which indicates an impending contraction of the la-
bor force.

Investment and business   
Stara Zagora district has a relatively small number of enterpris-
es, retaining in 2021 the rate of 49 per 1,000 people, compared 
to 60 per 1,000 people in the country. However, production 
value in the district is high and with 34,000 BGN/person re-
ported for that year, Stara Zagora ranked among the top three 
performers and was preceded only by Sofia (capital) and Sofia 
district. Accumulated FDI flows by the end of 2021 amounted 
to 3,600 EUR/person, placing the district fourth in the coun-
try in this indicator. FTA acquisition expenditures increased to 
2,800 BGN/person. 

Stara Zagora also ranks fourth in the country in terms of spend-
ing on research and development – 81 BGN/person in 2021.

Infrastructure   
The density of the railway network in Stara Zagora district is 
considerably higher than average. The density of the road net-
work is slightly lower, but the share of highways and first-class 
roads is 28.7%, compared to 18.5% for the country for 2022. 
Nevertheless, the share of roads with good quality surface has 
been lagging behind the average figures – 39.4%, versus the 
national average of 41.1% for 2022.

Households’ access to the internet has been rising, but re-
mains below the national average – 86.5%, against 87.3% in 
the country. 

Local taxes   
Unlike most districts with a high degree of economic devel-
opment, in 2023 Stara Zagora kept its municipal tax rates rela-
tively low. The biggest differences compared to the respective 
national averages concern the tax on non-residential immov-
able property for legal entities and on non-gratuitous acquisi-
tion of property. Taxes on taxi transportation are also consid-
erably lower. Conversely, the tax on retail trade is higher than 
average, while that on motor vehicles is close to the national 
average.

Within the district, the lowest average tax rates are those lev-
ied by the municipalities of Bratya Daskalovi and Chirpan, and 
the highest ones – by the municipality of Stara Zagora city.

Administration   
In 2023, the self-assessment of the local administration on the 
development of e-government improved slightly, though re-
maining low. However, the self-assessment on the provision of 
one-stop shop services has declined and is the lowest in the 
country. The average AIP Active transparency rating of the lo-
cal municipalities also remained relatively low in 2023 – 65.0% 
in the district, compared to 70.3% nationally. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the dis-
trict’s municipalities is 24.5% (versus 29.0% in the country) for 
2022, and the coverage of municipal expenditures with local 
revenues is 74.9% (versus 84.2% in the country).

The district’s performance as regards the utilization of Europe-
an funds is not so good. By 30 June 2023, payments made to 
beneficiaries of EU projects amounted to 2,358 BGN/person, 
compared to 2,836 BGN/person nationally. Within the district, 
the leader in utilization of EU funds is the municipality of Gurk-
ovo (with over 4,000 BGN/person, and the bottom place is held 
by the municipalities of Galabovo, Bratya Daskalovi and Opan 
(with less than 1,000 BGN/person).
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate of –11.2‰ in Stara Zagora 
district remains below the national average of –9.7‰ for 2022. 
At the same time, Stara Zagora continues to attract population 
and its net migration rate is positive at 2.2‰.

In 2022, the district’s rate of population ageing was similar to 
the national average. The age dependency rate as a ratio of the 
people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 was 165.2%, compared to 
165.9% nationally, and to the 15–64 age group it was 40.0%, 
versus 37.7% countrywide. 

The share of urban population and the density of the pop-
ulation in the district are also close to the country’s average 
– 71.3% of the population live in urban areas, against the na-
tional average of 73.6%. Population density is 1,384 persons/
sq. km, compared to 1,404 persons/sq. km nationally in 2022.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The net enrolment rate of schoolchildren in 5th–7th grade has 
gone up and in 2022 it was close to the national average. The 
share of school year repeaters has increased to 1.6%, versus 
1.2% nationally. The alignment between vocational education 
and the profile of the local economy is among the worst in the 
country, mainly due to a significant shortage of students in in-
dustry-related courses, given that manufacturing has such a 
strongly presence in the local economy. 

In 2023, students’ results in the district were close to the na-
tional average. The average score in the NEA in mathematics 
at the end of 7th grade was 33.7 points, against 35.3 points na-
tionwide. The average result in the State matriculation exams in 
Bulgarian language and literature was “Good” 3.83, compared 
to 3.93 nationally, and the share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) 
amounted to 17.1%, against 17.9% nationwide. 

The number of university students in the district has increased 
to 19 students per 1,000 people, versus 33 students per 1,000 
people nationally. 

Healthcare   
The share of people with health insurance has gone up to 
92.5%, against 93.5% nationwide. Life expectancy has been 
declining, but at a relatively limited rate, and in 2022 for the 
first time it exceeded the national average with 72.4 years, 
compared to 71.9 years nationally. Infant mortality has also de-
clined but remains relatively high.

 Access to doctors – both GPs and specialist physicians – in Stara 
Zagora district is relatively good, with 1,430 people on average 
per one GP, compared to the national average of 1,678 people 
per doctor. The number of beds in the local general hospitals 
has gone up but has not yet reached the national average. In 
2022, the available hospital beds in the district amounted to 
5.2 per 1,000 population, versus 5.9 beds per 1,000 population 
nationwide. Hospitalization numbers are close to but below the 

Security and justice   
The workloads of criminal judges in Stara Zagora district have 
remained relatively heavy, but in 2022 once again this did not 
have a negative impact on the speed of delivery of justice. One 
local judge heard an average of 11.5 cases per month, compared 
to 10.1 cases monthly per judge in the country. The share of crim-
inal cases closed within 3 months was 89%, which equaled the 
national average, and that of pending cases – 11%, compared to 
12% in the country. 

The number of crimes in Stara Zagora district is relatively high, 
and the detection rate – relatively low. The registered crimes 
against the person and property constitute 12.3 per 1,000 people 
in the district, compared to 11.6 per 1,000 people in the country, 
while the detection rate is 48%, versus 49% in the country.

Environment   
The poor rating given to Stara Zagora in the environment cate-
gory is based predominantly on the excessively high share of de-
graded land – 3.34% in 2022, against 0.43 in the country, which 
was once again the highest figure for the whole country that 
year. At the same time, the share of forest areas is close to the na-
tional average – 32% in the district, against 33% in the country.

The household waste generated by the district’s residents in 
2021 was close to the national average – 422 kg/person per year, 
compared to 445 kg/person nationally. However, the share of 
that waste handed over for treatment and recycling was low – 
57%, compared to 74% in the country.

The district is lagging behind as regards the share of population 
living in settlements with a public sewerage network – 66.3% 
in 2021, compared to 74.8% nationally. 64.1% of the house-
holds have access to a public sewerage network connected to 
a wastewater treatment plant, against 66.3% in the country. The 
installed RES capacities relative to the population are twice the 
national average.

Culture and tourism   
Stara Zagora has a relatively active cultural life. In 2022, visits to 
the local cinemas, museums and libraries continued to increase, 
though their numbers failed to reach their pre-pandemic levels. 
Visits to the local theaters also went up to 751 per 1,000 people 
and again exceeded the national average of 619 per 1,000 peo-
ple. 

The number of beds in accommodation facilities in Stara Zagora 
district is 17 per 1,000 people, compared to 55 per 1,000 people 
in the country), and the number of overnight stays has reached 
1,703 per 1,000 people, compared to 3,739 per 1,000 people in 
the country for 2022.

national average – 201 per 1,000 people, against 235 per 1,000 
people countrywide.
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Key indicators for the district of Stara Zagora
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Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 16,233 20,165 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

15,010 16,673 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 25.9 28.1 29.1 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 58.2 58.4 57.0 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 73.3 72.2 75.0 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 6.2 4.4 4.3 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 16.4 15.8 17.1 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 21.6 22.0 22.0 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 25,415 34,039 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,500 2,757 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

3,111 3,563 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 76.0 78.8 86.5 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 37.3 38.9 39.4 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 79.4 80.0 74.9 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 69.3 63.8 65.0 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –11.2 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 2.2 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.12 3.96 3.83 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

33.9 31.9 33.7 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 91.4 89.6 90.9 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 74.0 72.7 72.4 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 89.3 89.4 92.5 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,502 1,463 1,430 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 10.3 10.6 12.3 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 8.6 9.1 10.7 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 70.6 66.3 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 386 422 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 78.8 56.6 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 168 307 489 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 722 1,032 1,703 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Targovishte district

> Population  (2021)  98,144

> Territory (sq. km)  2,710

> Number of settlements 194

> Share of urban population (%) 56.2

Ta r g o v i s h t e  d i s t r i c t 

In 2021, both the value and the growth rate of GDP in 
Targovishte district were relatively low. The share of 

the working-age population has been decreasing and 
moving away from the national average. A huge chal-
lenge for the labor market in the district is the deterio-
rating educational status of the workforce. Investment 
and production have recorded some growth. The local 
taxes levied by the district municipalities have sus-
tained their relatively low levels. The AIP transparency 
rating of the local administrations has gone up and is 
now higher than the national average.

The district’s population is aging at a faster rate than 
in the country. The coverage of the education system 
in the district is the lowest on a national scale. The 
relative number of GPs has gone up but remains low. 
The workloads of the district’s criminal judges are 
among the lowest in the country and this affects the 
speed of delivery of justice. The share of forest areas is 
lower than nationally, but so is the share of degraded 
land. Cultural life in the district retains its low intensi-
ty and tourism is poorly represented.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD

Income and living conditions Demography
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021, both the value and the growth rate of GDP in Targo-
vishte district was relatively low. Its amount per person was 
12,500 BGN per capita, compared to 20,200 BGN per capita in 
the country. Salaries and pensions have been rising at a rate 
higher than the one in the country but they too remain con-
siderably lower than average. The annual gross salary of peo-
ple employed in a labor and service contract was 15,100 BGN, 
against 18,700 BGN in the country. The average monthly pen-
sion remained among the four lowest in the country with an 
amount of 451 BGN, versus 537 nationally.

The poverty level in the district has been increasing and ex-
ceeds the country’s average, although by a small margin. The 
share of population living below the poverty line was 24.7% in 
2022, versus 22.9% nationally.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working age population in the district has reg-
istered a decline and is moving away from the national aver-
age for 2022. Economic activity has recorded a sharp increase, 
although remaining relatively low, and its rate has reached 
69.5%, compared to 73.6% nationally. This increase has been 
accompanied by a rise in both employment and unemploy-
ment, with both indicators remaining less favorable than in 
the country on average. The employment rate has reached 
61.9%, compared to 70.4% in the country, and the unemploy-
ment rate is 8.7%, versus 5.2% countrywide.

A huge challenge for the labor market in the district is the 
deteriorating educational structure of the workforce, even 
though 2022 again saw a significant improvement. The share 
of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education 
dropped by 2 p.p. to 30.3%, compared to 16.0% in the country. 
The share of university graduates increased to 21.3%, against 
29.8% nationally.

The population replacement rate as a ratio of those aged 15–
19 to the 60–64 age is 60.0%, against 65.7% in the country in 
2022. This means that for every 100 people who are about to 
leave the labor market in the next few years, there will be 60 
young people joining the work force.

Investment and business   
Due to the markedly industrial profile of the local economy 
and the significant role played by big business, Targovishte has 
a relatively small number of enterprises – 37 per 1,000 popula-
tion. At the same time, investment and production in the dis-
trict have been recording an increase. FTA acquisition expendi-
tures per person have reached 1,800 BGN/person, against 
3,100 BGN/person in the country. FDI amounts to 2,700 EUR/
person, compared to 3,100 EUR/person in the country, and 
production value to 20,300 BGN/person, against 31,200 BGN/
person in the country. 

Infrastructure   
The density of the railway network again remained relatively 
low in 2022. The average density of the road network is gen-
erally above the country’s average, but the share of highways 
and first-class roads is relatively low – 14.7%, compared to the 
national average of 18.5%. Nevertheless, the quality of road 
surfaces is high. In 2022, 47.9% of the roads in the district were 
in good condition, compared to 41.1% in the country. 

Household access to the internet has been increasing and over 
the past few years has exceeded the national average, reach-
ing 89.1% in 2022, compared to 87.3% in the country.

Local taxes   
In 2023, local taxes in the municipalities of Targovishte district 
again retained their relatively low levels, ranking the district 
right after the top three with the lowest taxes (Montana, Bla-
goevgrad and Vidin). None of the monitored taxes was higher 
than the respective national average. The lowest tax rates were 
those on the immovable non-residential property for legal en-
tities and on taxi transportation –1.91‰ (versus 2.08‰ in the 
country), and 303 BGN (against 471 BGN in the country) re-
spectively.

Within the district, the average local taxes are the lowest in the 
municipality of Antonovo and the highest – in the municipality 
of Omurtag.

Administration   
The municipalities’ average self-assessment on the develop-
ment of e-government remains above the national average. 
However, the 2023 self-assessment on the provision of one-
stop shop services is again below the national average. The 
AIP active transparency rating of the local administrations has 
gone up and now exceeds the national average.

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the munic-
ipalities in the district again remained relatively low in 2022 
– 19.1%, compared to 29.0% nationally. The coverage of mu-
nicipal expenditures with local revenues in the district is also 
low – 57.4%, versus 84.2% in the country.

Utilization of European funds in the district remains low. By 30 
June 2023, payments made in the district to beneficiaries of EU 
operational programs amounted to 1,719 BGN/person, versus 
2,836 BGN/person in the country. Within the district, the high-
est amounts were utilized by Popovo municipality, but even 
they failed to reach the national average.

Relative research and development expenditures in the district 
are extremely low, ranking Targovishte last in this indicator.
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Demography   
In 2022, natural population growth remained relatively low at 
–12.4‰, compared to –9.7‰ nationally. At the same time, net 
migration was positive at 3.9‰. 

The population in the district is aging faster than in the coun-
try on average. In 2022, the population replacement rate as 
a ratio of the population aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 was 
186.4%, compared to 165.9% in the country, and to those aged 
15–64 it was 40.7%, against 37.7% in the country.

The degree of urbanization in the district remains among the 
lowest in the country – 56.2% in Targovishte, compared to 
73.6% in the country. Population density in the urban settle-
ments is also relatively low – 935 persons/sq. km, compared to 
1,404 people in the country on average.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Targovishte is among the districts with the lowest coverage of 
the education system. In 2022, the net enrolment in 5th–7th 
grade went up to 85.0%, versus 90.7% nationally, but remained 
the third lowest in the country, after those in Dobrich and Sliv-
en districts. The share of school year repeaters has registered a 
slight increase and is close to the average one in the country. 
The alignment between vocational education and the profile 
of the local economy is close to, but below the national aver-
age.

Students’ results again remained unsatisfactory in 2023. The 
average score in the NEA in mathematics after 7th grade was 
31.3 points, versus the average of 35.3 points in the country. 
The average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgari-
an language and literature was “Good” 3.58, compared to 3.93 
in the country, and the share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was 
21.5%, against 17.9% nationally.

Healthcare   
The average life expectancy in Targovishte district is about a 
year lower than the national average – 70.8 years, compared to 
71.9 years in the country. The number of people served by one 
GP decreased significantly in 2022, although it remains high – 
2,056 people per GP, compared to 1,678 people per GP in the 
country. The relative number of specialist physicians remains 
lower. Over the past few years, the number of beds in the dis-
trict’s general hospitals has been gradually increasing and in 
2022 it exceeded the national average – 6.2 beds per 1,000 
people, compared to 5.9 beds per 1,000 people in the country. 

The health system coverage in the district has been rising and 
in 2022 it reached 97.3% of the population, thus exceeding the 
national average of 93.5%. 

Population morbidity, measured by the number of hospitaliza-
tions, is relatively low – 171 per 1,000 people, compared to the 
national average of 235 per 1,000 people. 

Security and justice   
Criminal judges in the district are among the least busy in the 
country, preceded in this category only by those in Smolyan, 
and in 2022 once again this affected the speed of delivery of 
justice. One local criminal judge heard an average of 4.7 cases 
per month, compared to an average of 10.1 cases per judge in 
the country. The relative share of criminal cases closed within 
3 months was 92%, against 89% nationally, and pending cases 
made up 6%, against 12% countrywide.

The crime rate in Targovishte remains below the country’s aver-
age and the detection rate is high. The crimes against the per-
son and property registered in 2022 amount to 8.6 per 1,000 
people, compared to 11.6 per 1,000 people nationally. For its 
part, the detection rate is among the highest in the country, 
only after that in Gabrovo – 68%, against 49% nationally.

Environment   
The volumes of waste generated by the households in Targo-
vishte district are considerably smaller than in the country on 
average – 319 kg/person per year, compared to the national 
average of 445 kg/person. At the same time, the share of waste 
handed over for treatment and recycling is high – 83% in 2021, 
versus 74% countrywide. However, the share of households 
connected to a public sewerage network remains low – 52.7%, 
compared to 74.8% in the country. A bare 44.9% of the sewer-
age networks are connected to a wastewater treatment plant, 
which is considerably below the national average of 66.8%.

The share of forest areas is lower than the country’s average – 
27% in the district, against 33% in the country, but the share 
of degraded land is also small – 0.13%, against 0.43% in the 
country.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life in Targovishte district retains its low intensity, 
though after the sharp decline caused by the pandemic-in-
duced restrictions, in 2022 intensity continued to increase. 
Cinema visits reached 134 per 1,000 people, against 590 per 
1,000 people nationally, and visits to museums numbered 205 
per 1,000 people, against 619 per 1,000 people in the country.

Tourism is has a weak presence in the district. The number of 
beds in accommodation facilities is 6 per 1,000 people, against 
55 per 1,000 people in the country. The number of overnight 
stays in 2022 reached 360 per 1,000 people, versus 3,739 per 
1,000 people nationwide and is one of the lowest in the coun-
try (after Pernik district). The share of people employed in the 
culture, sports and entertainment sector is four times lower 
than the national average.
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Key indicators for the district of Targovishte

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 11,013 12,536 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,368 15,110 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 22.7 21.4 24.7 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.2 59.5 57.4 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 56.5 55.7 61.9 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 11.2 8.3 8.7 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 38.3 32.2 30.3 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 15.8 17.1 21.3 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 16,471 20,301 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,525 1,795 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

2,477 2,690 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 82.4 88.0 89.1 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 65.4 60.0 47.9 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 60.3 62.0 57.4 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 76.0 70.1 70.7 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –12.4 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 3.9 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.96 3.63 3.58 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

34.5 30.2 31.3 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 75.7 74.4 85.0 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.1 71.8 70.8 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 86.9 87.5 97.3 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 2,402 2,300 2,056 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 8.9 9.1 8.6 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 8.7 6.4 5.8 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 54.2 52.7 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 273 319 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 80.7 83.3 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 12 19 134 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 360 260 360 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Varna district

In 2021, Varna remained among the top-ranking 
districts in terms of GDP per capita. Salaries and 

incomes have continued to grow. Trends in the labor 
market in 2022 ranked the district second in the coun-
try. Investment and business activity again remain 
relatively high. Utilization of European funding is lag-
ging behind. The district’s infrastructure is well devel-
oped. The average levels of the monitored local taxes 
again remained high in 2023. On average, the cover-
age of municipal expenditures with local revenues 
for the municipalities of the district is nearly total.

Varna is among the districts with a relatively favorable 
demographic development. In the field of education, 
trends are moving in a positive direction. The perfor-
mance of students in 2023 was very good. Compared 
to the national average values  , Varna district has more 
doctors but hospital beds are insufficient. The crime 
rate is relatively high, and the detection rate – rela-
tively low. With its high share of urban population, a 
relatively large part of its citizens live in settlements 
with public sewerage. Cultural life in the district is ac-
tive, and tourism – well developed.

> Population  (2021)  432,198

> Territory (sq. km)  3,819

> Number of settlements 159

> Share of urban population (%) 84.2

Va r n a  d i s t r i c t

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
GDP in Varna has been rising and in 2021 it ranked the district 
immediately below the top three (the capital and the districts 
of Stara Zagora and Sofia). Salaries and pensions have been 
growing at a rate close to the national average and are relative-
ly high. The average annual gross salary of persons employed 
in a labor or service contract reached 17,200 BGN in 2021, and 
the average monthly pension was 569 BGN.

Inequality and poverty in the district remained at relatively 
low levels in 2022. The Gini coefficient for income inequality is 
33.5, compared to 38.4 nationally. The share of the population 
living below the national poverty line declined to 14.2%, ver-
sus 22.9% nationally, and is the second lowest in the country, 
below that in the capital.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
In this category, Varna’s score is the second highest in the 
country (below that of the capital) and on a number of 
indicators the district also ranks second with the most favora-
ble results for 2022. The share of the working-age population 
is decreasing, but remains relatively high at 60.3%, compared 
to 58.5% in the country. Economic activity has increased sig-
nificantly to 78.0%, versus 73.6% nationally. At the same time, 
employment is increasing and unemployment is decreasing. 
The employment rate has reached 77.2%, against 70.4% in 
the country, and the unemployment rate – 3.2%, compared to 
5.2% in the country.

The educational status of the work force in the district also re-
mained good in 2022. The share of university graduates among 
the population aged 25–64 increased by 4.2 p.p. to 34.4% and 
is now consistently above the national average of 29.8%. The 
share of the workforce with primary or lower education has 
increased slightly and is already higher than the national aver-
age – 16.2% in the district, compared to 16.0% in the country.

The relatively good demographic trends in Varna district are 
also an important factor for a more favorable development in 
the labor market. The population replacement rate as a ratio of 
the population aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 is 77.1%, which 
is the third highest in the country after Sliven and the capital. 

Investment and business   
Investment and business activity in the district remained rel-
atively high in 2021. The number of non-financial enterprises 
continues to be relatively high, maintaining the level of 69 per 
1,000 people, compared to 60 per 1,000 people in the country. 
Domestic and foreign investment is growing. The amount of 
FTA acquisition expenditures has reached 2,700 BGN/person, 
and FDI – 3,300 EUR/person. Production value in the district 
also increased to 26,700 BGN/person in 2021.

Infrastructure   
The infrastructure of Varna remained relatively well developed 
in 2022, placing the district at the top in the whole country in 
this category. The density of the road and railway networks is 
high. The share of highways and first-class roads is also consid-
erable – 27.4%, compared to 18.5% in the country. The quality 
of the road surface has remained high. 57% of the roads in the 
district are in good condition, versus 41% countrywide.

The relative share of households with internet access is close 
to the country’s average – 87.7%, against the national average 
of 87.3%. 

Local taxes   
Within Varna district, the average level of the monitored lo-
cal taxes levied by the municipalities again remained high 
in 2022, ranking the district second only to the capital. The 
margin is particularly large in the taxation on non-gratuitous 
acquisition of property, retail trade and taxi transportation. 
Within the district, Varna city is the municipality levying the 
highest local taxes, and the municipalities of Dolni Chiflik and 
Vetrino – the lowest.

Administration    
Varna district ranks first in the country in this category as well. 
In 2023, the self-assessments of the local administrations on 
the development of e-government and the provision of one-
stop shop services again remained high. The AIP Active trans-
parency rating of the local administration has gone up and 
also remains among the best in the country, ranking Varna dis-
trict third with 76.8 p., against 70.3 p. nationally. 

The relatively high share of own revenues in the total revenues 
of the district’s municipalities in 2022 puts Varna in third place 
in the country with an average of 35.2%, versus 29.0% nation-
ally. The coverage of municipal expenditures with local reve-
nues is also almost complete.

Utilization of European funding nevertheless remains relative-
ly low. By 30 June 2023, payments made in the district under 
EU operational programs amounted to 1,980 BGN/person, 
compared to 2,836 BGN/person nationally. 

Expenditure on research and development is relatively high.
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Demography   
In 2022, Varna remained among the districts with very good 
demographic development, where it ranks second after the 
capital city in this indicator. The rate of natural increase is 
–6.9‰, which is among the highest in the country and far 
above the national average of –9.7‰. Varna district continues 
to attract population and at 6.1‰, the net migration rate re-
tains its positive value.

This also reflects on the age dependency ratios, which in Varna 
district remain relatively favorable. The ratio of people aged 
65+ to those aged 0–14 is 143.8%, compared to 165.9% in the 
country, and to those aged 15–64 it is 33.5%, versus 37.7% in 
the country.

Varna is among the districts with the highest share of urban 
residents and population density in the urban areas. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
Varna is among the districts with the best performance in the 
field of education, coming second in the country only below 
Sofia (capital city). The share of children attending kinder-
garten was 90.3% in 2022, against 87.3% nationally, and the 
enrolment rate in 5th–7th grade – 92.8%, compared to 90.7% 
countrywide. The percentage of school year repeaters remains 
relatively low – 0.8%, versus 1.2% nationally. The alignment be-
tween vocational education and the profile of the economy in 
the district is relatively weak. 

In 2023, the performance of students in Varna district in the 
NEA in mathematics at the end of 7th grade was relatively 
good, with an average of 42.6 points, compared to 35.3 points 
in the country. Тhe average result in the Matriculation exam in 
Bulgarian language and literature was “Good” 3.94 – very close 
to the average grade nationwide of 3.93. The share of “fail” 
(below 3.00) grades was 16.1%, against 17.9% nationwide. 
Although these scores remain above the national averages, 
student performance in the district has shown a significant 
decline.

The number of university students remains relatively high. 

Healthcare   
In 2022, Varna remained among the districts with a relatively 
low share of people with health insurance – 91.2%, compared 
to 93.5% nationwide. Compared to the national averages, 
the district has more doctors but it suffers from a shortage 
of hospital beds. The number of hospital beds in the general 
hospitals is 4.7 per 1,000 people, against 5.9 per 1,000 people 
countrywide. The number of patients treated in the local gen-
eral hospitals is also low – 173 per 1,000 people, versus 235 
per 1,000 people countrywide. The infant mortality rate has 
been decreasing and remains relatively low. The average life 
expectancy of the district’s residents is among the highest in 
the country at 73.6 years, compared to 71.9 years nationally.

Security and justice   
The workloads of criminal judges in Varna district remain rel-
atively low. In 2022, there were 7.7 cases a month per one lo-
cal judge, compared to 10.1 per judge nationally. The smaller 
workloads affect the speed of delivery of justice. The share of 
criminal cases closed within 3 months is 91%, compared to un-
der 89% as the national average, and that of pending cases – 
7%, compared to 12% nationally. 

The crime rate in the district went up in 2022 and is among 
the highest in the country, second only to Vratsa district. At 
the same time, detection rates have been decreasing. Regis-
tered crimes against the person and property in Varna district 
amount to 14.5 per 1,000 people, with 11.6 per 1,000 people as 
the national figure. The detection rate of 39% is below the na-
tional average of 49% and is the second lowest in the country, 
after that of the capital district. 

Environment   
With Varna district’s large share of urban population, a large 
part of it lives in settlements with a public sewerage network 
– 85.8%, versus 74.8% countrywide, and in areas with a sew-
erage system connected to a waste water treatment plant – 
85.6%, against the national average of 66.8% for 2021.

In 2021, Varna remained among the districts with the highest 
amounts of waste generated by the households – an annual of 
512 kg/person, against 445 kg/person on a national scale. At 
the same time, however, a relatively large share of this waste 
was handed over for treatment and recycling – 85%, against 
74% as the national average.

The share of forest areas in Varna district is lower than the na-
tional average, and the share of degraded land is higher. The 
installed RES capacities relative to the population are signifi-
cantly lower than the average for the other districts.

Culture and tourism   
In the assessment related to the indicators for culture and 
tourism, Varna district ranks in the top three (after Burgas and 
the capital). Cinema visits increased significantly in 2022 and 
remain above the national average. The trends are similar for 
visits to theatres and libraries. 

The number of beds in accommodation facilities is 144 per 
1,000 people, compared to 55 per 1,000 people nationally. Var-
na district ranks second (after Burgas) as regards the relative 
number of overnight stays and also second (after Haskovo) in 
the share of people employed in the culture, sport and enter-
tainment sector.
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Key indicators for the district of Varna

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 15,629 17,872 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

15,299 17,201 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 22.9 17.3 14.2 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 61.7 62.0 60.3 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 70.2 73.8 77.2 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 5.6 3.9 3.2 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 14.4 15.8 16.2 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 24.8 30.2 34.4 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 21,397 26,672 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,247 2,692 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

3,166 3,299 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 77.5 91.1 87.7 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 46.2 56.5 56.8 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 93.9 100.0 101.2 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 78.7 76.5 76.8 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –6.9 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 6.1 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.39 4.11 3.94 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

44.4 43.3 42.6 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 83.6 83.0 92.8 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 75.4 74.2 73.6 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 83.9 83.8 91.2 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,685 1,710 1,567 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 12.5 11.8 14.5 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 7.4 8.4 6.7 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 86.1 85.8 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 391 512 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 86.6 84.8 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 306 568 963 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 4,100 7,106 9,451 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Veliko Tarnovo district

> Population  (2021)  207,371

> Territory (sq. km)  4,662

> Number of settlements 336

> Share of urban population (%) 69.8

GDP in Veliko Tarnovo district has been growing 
at a rate higher than the national average rela-

tive to the population. The workforce is among the 
most highly educated in the country, but population 
aging is a challenge for the labor market. Investment 
and business activity in Veliko Tarnovo district is un-
satisfactory. The share of highways and first-class 
roads road is low. The average rates of the monitored 
local taxes in the district remain relatively high. The 
active transparency rating of the local administration 
is lagging behind.

The general trend towards population aging is par-
ticularly conspicuous in Veliko Tarnovo district. The 
indicators in the area of education give it a relative-
ly good ranking. The number of university students 
relative to the population is among the highest in 
the country. The number of beds in the local gen-
eral hospitals is still extremely low. Detection rates 
remain high but registered crimes have been on the 
rise. The district has performed quite well in the envi-
ronment indicators. Veliko Tarnovo district’s cultural 
life is quite intensive.

Ve l i k o  Ta r n o v o  d i s t r i c t
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021, GDP in Veliko Tarnovo district grew at a rate faster than 
the national average relative to the population and reached 
13,700 BGN per capita. Salaries and pensions in the district 
have increased at the national average rate. The average gross 
annual salary of employed people is 14,500 BGN, and the aver-
age monthly pension – 506 BGN. The Gini coefficient for income 
inequality decreased in 2022 and remained low at 30.8, versus 
38.4 nationally. The relative share of the population living below 
the national poverty line is also falling – 20.7% against 22. 9% 
nationally for 2022.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in the district is de-
clining and remains relatively low at 56.4%, compared to 58.5% 
nationally for 2022. Economic activity has also registered a de-
crease and for the first time in three years is equal to the nation-
al average – 73.6%. This decrease is accompanied by shrinking 
employment and increased unemployment. Nevertheless, the 
employment rate remains relatively high at 71.2%, versus 70.4% 
nationally, and the unemployment rate is close to the national 
average at 5.7%, versus 5.2% nationally.

The workforce in Veliko Tarnovo district is among the most high-
ly educated in the country. The share of people aged 25–64 with 
primary or lower education is 7.1%, compared to the national av-
erage of 16.0%. Those with a university degree make up 28.1%, 
against the national average of 29.8%.

One major challenge still facing the labor market in Veliko Tarno-
vo district is population aging. The population replacement rate 
as a ratio of the people aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64 is 58.0%, 
versus 65.7% countrywide. This means that for every 100 people 
who are about to leave the labor market in the next few years, 
there will be 58 young people joining the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment and business activity in Veliko Tarnovo district re-
mained unsatisfactory in 2021. The number of non-financial 
enterprises was still low – 46 per 1,000 people, compared to 
60 per 1,000 people in the country on average. FTA acquisition 
expenditures have gone up but FDI has shrunk and remains 
extremely low – 325 EUR/person. Production value per person 
also remains below the national average. 

By June 30th 2023, payments made in Veliko Tarnovo district 
to beneficiaries under EU operational programs amounted to 
2,258 BGN/person, versus 2,836 BGN/person nationally. The 

Infrastructure   
Veliko Tarnovo’s central position in northern Bulgaria accounts 
for the great density of its road and railroad networks. Neverthe-
less, the share of highways and first-class roads in the total net-
work is low – 16.3% in 2022, against 18.5% as the country’s av-
erage. Road quality continues to improve and the share of road 
surfaces in good condition has now considerably outpaced the 
national average – 46% in the district, compared to 41% coun-
trywide. In 2022, the relative share of households with internet 
access registered a rapid increase and for the first time equaled 
the national average of 87.3%. 

Local taxes   
The average tax rates in the Veliko Tarnovo municipalities re-
mained relatively high in 2023. The greatest margin was in 
the non-residential immovable property tax for legal enti-
ties – 2.50‰, compared to 2.08‰ in the country, and the tax 
on non-gratuitous transfer of property – 2.89‰, compared to 
2.76‰ in the country. Relatively high are also the rates of the 
taxes on motor vehicles and retail trade. However, the taxi trans-
portation tax rate is relatively low – 387 BGN annually, compared 
to 471 BGN nationally. 

Within the district, Veliko Tarnovo city is the municipality levying 
the highest local taxes, while the municipalities of Suhindol and 
Elena levy the lowest.

Administration   
In 2023, the district municipalities’ self-assessments on the de-
velopment of e-government and the provision of one-shop-stop 
services were lower than the national averages. The AIP active 
transparency rating of the local administrations is also lagging 
behind – 68.2% in the district, compared to 70.3% nationally. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of municipal-
ities in the district is 23.8% on average, compared to 29.0% in 
the country. The coverage of municipal expenditures with local 
revenues also remains lower at 73.0%, versus 84.2% nationally 
for 2022.

top place in the district was held by Svishtov municipality 
(2,400 BGN/person), though it too failed to reach the national 
average. 

The relative values of research and development expenditure 
remain relatively low.
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Demography   
The trend towards fast population aging in Veliko Tarnovo dis-
trict again remained particularly conspicuous in 2022. The net 
migration rate was positive (2.0‰) but this failed to compen-
sate for the markedly negative natural population growth rate 
of –13.6‰, compared to the national average of –9.7‰. These 
are trends that reflect on the district’s age dependency ratios. 
The ratio of the people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 reached 
215.8%, compared to 165.9% in the country, and to those aged 
15–64 it was 45.0%, versus 37.7% nationwide. 

A relatively small share of the population lives in urban terri-
tories – 69.8%, against the national average of 73.6%. At the 
same time, the population density of the district’s urban set-
tlements remains low at 925 persons/sq. km, versus 1,404 per-
sons/sq. km on average for the country. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
In the education indicators, Veliko Tarnovo is very well placed 
among the rest of the districts. The share of children attending 
kindergarten is relatively high (90.6%, against 87.3% nation-
wide), while in 2022 the net enrolment rate in 5th–7th grade 
went up to 92.8%, compared to 90.7% countrywide. There has 
been a downward trend in the share of school year repeaters, 
though it remains worse the national average. 

In 2023, the performance of students in the district again re-
mained below the national average. The average score in the 
NEA in mathematics at the end of 7th grade was 31.2 points, 
compared to 35.3 points in the country. The average grade in 
the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and litera-
ture was “Good” 3.72, versus 3.93 nationally. The share of “fail” 
grades (below 3.00) was 18.8%, against 17.9% nationally.

The number of university students in the district has gone up, 
placing Veliko Tarnovo district at the top of the ranking scale 
and outpacing Sofia (capital city) with 75.5 per 1,000 people, 
compared to 33.2 per 1,000 people nationwide.

Healthcare   
In 2022, the percentage of people with health insurance went 
up to 92.7%, but remained below the national average of 
93.5%. The relative number of GPs is above the country’s av-
erage, but that of specialist physicians is significantly lower.

The number of beds in the general hospitals remains extreme-
ly low – 3.7 per 1,000 people, compared to 5.9 per 1,000 people 
in the country, and its growth over the past few years has been 
very slow. The number of patients treated in the local general 
hospitals is considerably below the national average – 136 per 
1,000 people, compared to 235 per 1,000 people countrywide. 
This may mean that the residents are seeking medical care out-
side the district (mostly in Pleven district).

Security and justice   
In 2022, court workloads in Veliko Tarnovo district remained 
relatively low – 8.1 cases a month per one criminal judge on 
average, compared to 10.1 cases per judge nationally. This af-
fects the speed of delivery of justice. Thus, the share of cases 
closed within 3 months totaled 91%, compared to 89% as the 
national average. 

The number of registered crimes against the person and prop-
erty in Veliko Tarnovo district rose in 2022 to 10.8 per 1,000 
people but remained below the national average of 11.6 per 
1,000 people. At the same time, the share of cleared crimes 
marked a slight increase to 58%, remaining well above the na-
tional average of 51.7%.

Environment   
The performance of Veliko Tarnovo district in the environment 
indicators is relatively good. In 2021, the amount of household 
waste generated in the district was close to but below the na-
tional average – an annual of 426 kg/person, against 445 kg/
person in the country. However, practically the entire amount 
of household waste was handed over for treatment and recy-
cling, against 74% as the national average.

The relatively low share of population living in urban areas re-
flects on the households’ access to public sewerage networks. 
In 2021, 68.3% of the population was living in settlements with 
a public sewerage network, compared to 74.8% nationwide, 
and 61.8% of the networks were connected to a wastewater 
treatment plant, versus 66.8% in the country.

The share of forest areas is relatively low – 23%, compared to 
33% in the country, but the share of degraded land is also rel-
atively low at 0.24%, versus 0.43 nationally. The installed RES 
capacities are relatively small.

Culture and tourism   
In 2022, visits to the district’s cinemas, museums and libraries 
increased considerably. Relative to population, Veliko Tarnovo 
district ranks second for museum visits (after Gabrovo district) 
and third for library visits (after Silistra and Shumen). 

The number of beds in accommodation facilities relative to the 
population is increasing, but remains relatively low – 25 per 
1,000 people, compared to 55 per 1,000 people in the country. 
The number of overnight stays in the district is also relatively 
low, as is the share of people employed in the culture, sport 
and entertainment sector.

The average life expectancy in the district is close to but above 
the national average – 72.1 years, versus 71.9 years respectively.
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Key indicators for the district of Veliko Tarnovo

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 11,492 13,669 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,008 14,545 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 30.8 22.5 20.7 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 59.1 59.4 56.4 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 75.9 72.2 71.2 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 6.9 5.3 5.7 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 10.1 6.7 7.1 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 29.7 28.6 28.1 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 16,145 18,655 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 2,022 2,195 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

401 325 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 67.3 81.7 87.3 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 40.0 44.1 45.9 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 76.0 76.5 73.0 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 75.1 68.3 68.2 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –13.6 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 2.0 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.12 3.83 3.72 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

35.4 32.7 31.2 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 85.1 83.9 92.8 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 74.2 72.8 72.1 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 84.7 85.3 92.7 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,738 1,710 1,591 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 10.1 10.0 10.8 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 9.4 11.8 10.8 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 69.5 68.3 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 357 426 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 100.0 99.8 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 195 182 529 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 970 1,228 1,545 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Vidin district

> Population  (2021)  75,408

> Territory (sq. km)  3,033

> Number of settlements 140

> Share of urban population (%) 63.7

Vidin is among the districts with the worst indica-
tors for incomes and quality of life. The educational 

structure of the workforce is improving, but unemploy-
ment remains extremely high. Investment and business 
activity is relatively weak, and the infrastructure is not 
sufficiently developed. In 2023, Vidin retained its place 
as the district with the lowest average rates of the moni-
tored local taxes. The results of the local administration’s 
self-assessments rank Vidin at the bottom of the scale. 
In 2022, Vidin was once more the district with the most 

unfavorable demographic conditions in the country. 
Students’ performance in 2023 remained relatively 
poor. Healthcare suffers from a shortage of specialist 
physicians and hospital beds. The workloads of crim-
inal judges in the district are low, which affects the 
speed of delivery of justice. The relatively low share 
of population living in urban settlements accounts for 
the relatively limited share of households connected 
to a public sewerage network. The intensity of cultural 
life and tourism in Vidin district improved in 2022.
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Income and living conditions   
Vidin is among the districts with the worst indicators for in-
comes and quality of life, where it ranks only before Silistra. 
GDP per capita in the district of Vidin rose considerably in 2021 
to reach 11,400 BGN, but this growth could not compensate 
for its low amount. Salaries and pensions have also been rising 
at an above-average rate, but they too remain relatively low. 
The average annual salary of people employed in labor or ser-
vice contract has reached 12,900 BGN and is the third lowest in 
the country (after those in Blagoevgrad and Kyustendil), while 
the monthly pension is 475 BGN. 

Income inequality is close to the national average, but poverty 
levels remains high. In 2022, the share of the population living 
below the national poverty line was 39.2%, against 22.9% in 
the country, which is the second highest share after that of 
Montana district.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
Vidin is the district with the lowest share of working-age pop-
ulation – 53.6% (compared to 58.5% in the country) in 2022. 
Economic activity in the district continues to decrease, falling 
to 68.4%, compared to 73.6% in the country. This decrease has 
been accompanied by a rise both in employment and unem-
ployment. The employment rate is 61.7%, compared to 70.4% 
in the country, and the unemployment rate is 14.1%, which is 
the highest one in the country.

2022 marked an improvement in the educational structure of 
the workforce. The share of the population aged 25–64 with 
university education reached 22.4%, compared to 29.8% in the 
country, and the share of people with primary or lower educa-
tion dropped to 13.4%, versus 16.0% nationwide.

One of the major challenges facing the local labor market is 
population aging. The demographic replacement rate as a ra-
tio of the population aged 15–19 to that aged 60–64 is 59.5%, 
compared to 65.7% nationwide. This means that for every 100 
people who are about to leave the labor market in the next 
few years, there will be fewer than 60 young people joining 
the workforce.

Investment and business   
Investment and business activity in Vidin district remained 
relatively slack in 2021. The number of enterprises relative to 
the population was among the lowest in the country – 36 per 
1,000 people, compared to 60 per 1,000 people in the country. 

FTA acquisition expenditures per person in Vidin district have 
continued to rise but they remain among the lowest nation-
wide – 1,300 BGN/person, compared to 3,100 BGN/person 
in the country. For the second year in a row, the district has 
witnessed a drop in FDI stocks, which have fallen to 598 EUR/
person. Production value has increased slightly to 8,200 BGN/
person, which is again the lowest figure in the country. 

Infrastructure   
The density of the railway network in the district is close to 
the national average. The density of the road network is rela-
tively high (over 20 km per 100 sq. m territory, against 18 km 
in the country), but the share of first-class roads and highways 
remains low – 11.3%, compared to 18.5% in the country. Road 
surface quality has been improving, but remains at a relatively 
low level – 36.1% of the roads in the district are in good condi-
tion, compared to 41.1% in the country in 2022.

The share of households with access to the Internet has been 
increasing and for the first time has risen above the national 
average.

Local taxes   
In 2023, Vidin was once again among the districts with the 
lowest rates of the monitored local taxes, ranking only below 
Montana and Blagoevgrad. The difference was especially big 
as regards the taxation on retail trade – 4.60 BGN/sq. m on av-
erage for the district, against 13.04 BGN/sq. m in the country. 
The level of taxation on motor vehicles was also extremely low 
(1.25 BGN/kW versus 1.56 BGN/kW in the country), as well as 
that on taxi transportation (300 BGN, against 471 BGN in the 
country).

Vidin city continues to be the municipality levying the lowest 
average taxes in the district. 

Administration   
Vidin is the district with the worst performance of the local 
administrations. In 2023, the district municipalities’ self-as-
sessment on the development of e-government remained the 
lowest in the country. The self-assessment on the provision 
of one-stop shop services has improved but continues to be 
lower than the country’s average. The AIP active transparency 
rating of the local administrations also remains relatively low.

The share of own revenues in Vidin district’s municipalities 
decreased in 2022 and remained low at 17.5%, compared to 
29.0% in the country. The coverage of municipal expenditures 
with local revenues was also relatively limited – 73.9%, against 
84.2% in the country.

Utilization of EU funds remains intensive. By 30 June 2022, the 
amounts paid to beneficiaries under EU operational programs 
relative to the population in the district reached 2,996 BGN/
person, compared to 2,836 BGN/person nationally, with the 
municipalities of Belogradchik and Vidin taking the top places 
within the district.
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Demography   
In 2022, Vidin again remained the district with the most unfa-
vorable demographic profile in the country. The natural popu-
lation growth rate was extremely low, with a value of –21.3‰, 
which is almost half the national average of –9.7‰. The net 
migration rate had a slightly positive value (0.9‰).

The long period of rapid population aging also finds its re-
flection in the extremely unfavorable age dependency ratios 
in the district. The ratio of the population aged 65+ to those 
aged 0–14 reached 269.8% in 2022, compared to 165.9% in the 
country, and to those aged 15–64 it was 54.3%, versus 37.7% 
in the country.

The share of urban population remained relatively low in 2022 
(63.7%, compared to 73.6% nationally), and its density is al-
most half the national average.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
In 2022, the proportion of children attending kindergartens in 
the district was close to the national average. The enrolment 
rate in 5th–7th grades is increasing but remains low at 87.3%, 
compared to 90.7% nationally. The share of school year repeat-
ers, on the other hand, is decreasing but remains at a higher 
level than the national average.

The alignment index between vocational education and the 
profile of the economy in the district is rising but in 2023 it 
remained low.

The performance of students in the 2023 NEA in mathemat-
ics after 7th grade was again extremely poor. With an average 
score of 25.4 p. (against 35.3 p. in the country), the district oc-
cupied the second lowest place nationwide, outranking only 
Sliven district. The performance of high-school graduates 
was better but also below the national average. The average 
grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language 
and literature was “Good” 3.63, compared to 3.93 nationally, 
while the share of “fail” grades (below 3.00) was relatively high 
– 21.1%, against 17.9% nationwide. 

In the academic year 2022/2023, the branch of the University 
of Ruse, which opened in Vidin in 2017, had an enrolment of 
nearly 400 students.

Healthcare   
Vidin is the district with the lowest life expectancy – 69.4 years, 
compared to 71.9 years in the country for the period 2020–
2022.

The proportion of people with health insurance reached 97.5% 
in 2022 and again exceeded the national average of 93.5%. The 
proportion of GPs remains relatively high but healthcare in the 
district suffers from a shortage of specialist physicians and 
hospital beds. The number of beds in the local general hospi-
tals has been rising in the past few years but remains relatively 
low nevertheless – 4.6 beds per 1,000 people, compared to 5.9 
beds per 1,000 people in the country. This probably explains 

Security and justice   
In 2022, the workloads of the criminal judges in Vidin district 
remained below the national average, which affects the speed 
of delivery of justice. There were on average 7.7 cases a month 
per one judge, compared to 10.1 cases per judge nationally, 
and the number of cases closed within 3 months reached 96%, 
compared to 89% in the country.

The number of registered crimes against the person and prop-
erty relative to the population has been rising and in 2022 it 
was the third highest in the country – 14.1 per 1,000 people, 
against 11.6 per 1,000 people nationally. At the same time, 
however, the detection rate has dropped, although at 55% it 
still exceeds the national average of 49%.

Environment   
The amount of household waste generated in 2021 remained 
relatively low – 355 kg/person per year, compared to the na-
tional average of 445 kg/person. At the same time, however, 
the share handed over for treatment and recycling also contin-
ues to be very small – 18%, versus 74% countrywide. 

The relatively low share of population living in urban settle-
ments can account for the relatively limited share of house-
holds connected to a public sewerage network in 2021 (54.8% 
of the population, compared to 74.8% in the country) and to a 
wastewater treatment plant (49.8%, against 66.8% in the coun-
try). The shares of both forest areas and degraded land are low. 
Installed RES capacities relative to population are lower than 
average.

Culture and tourism   
The relative numbers of visits to cinemas and libraries in the 
district have been increasing but in 2022 they remained lower 
than the national average. There has been a slight decrease in 
visits to local museums, which are themselves also relatively 
few in number.

Despite a weak growth, the number of beds in accommoda-
tion facilities remains very limited (14 per 1,000 people, com-
pared to 55 per 1,000 people nationally), but the relative num-
ber of overnight stays also remains low (911 per 1,000 people, 
compared to 3,739 per 1,000 people nationally). The share of 
people employed in the culture, sport and entertainment sec-
tor also remains low at 0.17%, compared to 1.02% nationally.

why in 2022 hospitalization figures were again relatively low 
– 145 per 1,000 people, versus 235 per 1,000 people country-
wide.

The infant mortality rate in Vidin district is above the national 
average.
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Key indicators for the district of Vidin

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 8,847 11,438 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

11,253 12,855 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 43.3 43.3 39.2 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 54.2 54.6 53.6 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 55.7 57.5 61.7 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 14.8 12.3 14.1 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 18.5 17.6 13.4 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 18.0 19.8 22.4 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 7,209 8,237 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,065 1,260 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

968 597 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 44.8 74.8 88.5 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 24.6 28.3 36.1 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 64.1 61.4 73.9 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 60.2 57.4 57.5 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –21.3 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 0.9 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

4.12 3.83 3.63 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

28.4 21.6 25.4 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 80.8 78.8 87.3 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 71.8 70.5 69.4 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 91.2 92.4 97.5 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,465 1,433 1,361 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 12.4 10.0 14.1 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 15.2 4.3 9.4 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 57.7 54.8 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 371 355 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 46.5 18.3 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 102 232 320 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 1,068 626 911 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Vratsa district

> Population  (2021)  152,813

> Territory (sq. km)  3,620

> Number of settlements 123

> Share of urban population (%) 59.9

GDP per capita in Vratsa district continues to grow. 
The average gross annual salary of employees is 

the third highest in the country. In 2022, employment 
and unemployment rates went up simultaneously. 
Vratsa is among the districts with a strong industrial 
profile and the share of the workforce with secondary 
education is relatively high. Economic and investment 
activity in the district remains relatively limited. Road 
quality is not improving. Local taxes are low. The 
transparency in the work of municipal administrations 
is declining.

Age dependency ratios are still significantly less 
favorable than the national averages. The indicators 
in primary and secondary education remain 
relatively good, but students’ results are relatively 
low. Healthcare suffers from a shortage of specialist 
physicians and hospital beds. The number of 
registered crimes against the person and property 
in Vratsa district is the highest in the country. Access 
to public sewerage networks is limited. The share of 
forest areas is low. Cultural life and tourism in the 
district are insufficiently developed.

V r a t s a  d i s t r i c t

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
In 2021 and after the record increase of the previous year, 
GDP per capita in Vratsa district continued to grow, reaching 
17,800 BGN/person. Salaries and pensions also increased at 
the average national rate. The gross annual salary of employ-
ees has gone up to 17,300 BGN and is the third highest in the 
country (after those in the capital and Sofia district), mainly 
on account of the employees in the Kozloduy nuclear power 
station. The average monthly pension is 529 BGN and is also 
higher than in most districts. However, the general level of 
poverty in the district remains high. In 2022, the share of the 
population living below the national poverty line was 31.5%, 
versus 22.9%   countrywide.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
The share of the working-age population in the district is de-
creasing and is lower than the national average – 57.3% in 
2022, compared to 58.5% in the country. Economic activity 
continues to grow but is still significantly lower than the na-
tional average – 67.8% in the district, compared to 73.6% in 
the country. This increase has been accompanied by a simulta-
neous rise in employment and unemployment, both of whose 
figures are significantly less favorable than the respective 
national averages. The employment rate in Vratsa district is 
61.4%, against 70.4% in the country, while the unemployment 
rate is 10.7%, against 5.2% in the country.

Vratsa is among the districts with a pronounced industrial pro-
file and the share of the workforce with secondary education 
is relatively high. In 2022, the share of the population aged 
between 25 and 64 with a university degree dropped to 15.6%, 
versus 29.8% in the country, while that of people with primary 
or lower education decreased to 22.5%, compared to 16.0% in 
the country.

Population aging has a major effect on the local labor market. 
The demographic replacement rate as a ratio of the population 
aged 15–19 to those aged 60–64 in the district is 65.0%, com-
pared to 65.7% in the country. This means that for every 100 
people who will have to leave the labor market in the next few 
years, there are 65 young people who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
Economic and investment activity in Vratsa district again re-
mained relatively limited in 2021. The relative number of 
non-financial enterprises was 38 per 1,000 people, against 
60 per 1,000 people as the national average. FTA acquisition 
expenditure shrank. FDI stock, however, rose considerably in 
2021 to reach 1,240 EUR/person.

Infrastructure   
The density of the road and railroad networks in Vratsa district 
nearly equals the national averages but road quality remains 
extremely low. The share of highways and first-class roads in 
the district is 9.9%, against 18.5% in the country. In 2022, the 
share of roads with surfaces in good condition was 34.3%, 
compared to the national average of 41.1%. 

Households’ internet access in Vratsa district also lags behind 
the country’s average. 

Local taxes   
In 2023, the average rate of the local taxes in the district’s mu-
nicipalities again remained relatively low. The average retail 
trade tax rate in the district is almost half the national average 
– 6.84 BGN/sq. m, against 13.04 BGN/sq. m nationally. Also low-
er are the rates for the motor vehicle tax, the tax on non-gratu-
itous acquisition of property and taxi transportation. 

Of the monitored tax rates, in 2023 only the average one on 
non-residential immovable property of legal entities remained 
higher than its average counterpart in the country. 

Within the district, the highest local taxes are levied by Ko-
zloduy municipality, and the lowest ones – by Mizia munici-
pality.

Administration   
The average share of own revenues in the total revenues in the 
district’s municipalities is relatively low – 20.4%, compared to 
29.0% in the country. The coverage of municipal expenditures 
with local revenues is also lower than the national average – 
80.7%, against 84.2% in the country.

The 2023 self-assessment of Vratsa district’s local municipali-
ties regarding the development of e-government remains rel-
atively low but that on the provision of one-stop shop services 
is relatively high. The transparency ratings of the local admin-
istration have fallen and lag behind the national average 

In 2021, production value in Vratsa district continued to 
rise and reached a record rate of increase of 65%, reaching 
29,000 BGN/person. 

Vratsa is also among the top-ranking districts as regards utili-
zation of EU funding. By 30 June 2023, payments made to ben-
eficiaries of EU operational programs reached 3,545 BGN/per-
son, versus 2,836 BGN/person nationally. Within the district, 
the municipalities of Vratsa city, with over 5,000 BGN/person, 
and Mezdra, with over 3,000 BGN/person take the top places 
for utilization of EU funding.
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Demography   
The natural population growth rate in the district remains con-
siderably lower than the national average level, with –14.5‰ 
in the district, against –9.7‰ in the country on average. At the 
same time, the net migration rate is nil. The age dependency 
ratios remain significantly less favorable than the national av-
erage. In 2022, the ratio of the population aged 65+ to those 
aged 0–14 was 174.9%, compared to 165.9% in the country, and 
to those aged 15–64 it was 40.3%, against 37.7% in the country.

The share of urban population remains low – 59.9%, compared to 
73.6% in the country, and its density is half the national average.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The indicators of Vratsa district in the field of primary and sec-
ondary education remain relatively good, but the results are 
relatively low. The share of children attending kindergarten 
is high – 90.6% (compared to 87.3% in the country). In 2022, 
Vratsa again remained among the districts with the highest 
net enrolment rate in 5th–7th grade – 91.7%, compared to 
90.7% in the country. The share of school year repeaters has 
decreased slightly and equals the national average of 1.2%. 
The alignment between vocational education and the profile 
of the economy in the district has improved and in 2023 it was 
close to the national average.

Students’ results in 2022 were again relatively poor. The av-
erage score in the NEA in mathematics after 7th grade was 
26.7 p., compared to 35.3 p. nationally. The average score in 
the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language and lit-
erature was “Good” 3.58, versus 3.93 nationally. The share of 
“fail” (below 3.00) grades was 24.5%, compared to 17.9% in the 
country.

The number of university students in the district is 8.3 per 
1,000 people, compared to 33.2 per 1,000 people countrywide 
in 2022.

Healthcare   
Vratsa ranks among the districts with the least developed 
healthcare (outranking only Yambol and Sliven) in 2022.

The average life expectancy is 70.5 years, compared to 71.9 
years in the country. The share of health-insured population in 
Vratsa district is traditionally higher than the national average 
– 95.2%, versus 93.5% in the country in 2021. Healthcare in the 
district suffers from a shortage of doctors – both GPs and spe-
cialist physicians – and of hospital beds. In 2022, the number 
of beds in the local general hospitals was 4.7 per 1,000 peo-
ple, while the national average was 5.9 beds per 1,000 people. 
The small number of doctors and hospital beds explains the 
relatively low hospitalization figures – 188 per 1,000 people, 
versus 235 per 1,000 people countrywide. In 2022, the infant 
mortality rate went up and was among the three highest in 
the country.

Security and justice   
The workloads of the criminal judges in Vratsa district have 
continued to rise and in 2022 they were slightly above the na-
tional average. One local judge heard an average of 10.7 cas-
es a month, compared to 10.1 cases per judge nationally. The 
proportion of criminal cases closed within 3 months continues 
to be the highest in the country – 97%, against the national 
average of 89%, while the share of pending cases is the lowest 
in the country – 4%, compared to 12% nationally. 

The number of registered crimes against the person and prop-
erty has continued to rise and Vratsa is now the district with the 
highest relative number in the country, outpacing only Montana 
district – 16.4 per 1,000 people in Vratsa, versus 11.6 per 1,000 
people nationwide. Still, the detection rate in 2022 remained 
higher than the national average – 55%, versus 49% nationally. 

Environment   
In 2021, the amounts of waste generated by households re-
mained relatively small – 332 kg/person per annum, versus 
445 kg/person in the country. However, the share handed over 
for treatment and recycling was again lower than the national 
average – 54%, versus 74% respectively.

The relatively low share of population living in urban settle-
ments and the small population density in Vratsa district can 
account for the limited access of the households to a public 
sewerage system – 55.7%, compared to the national average 
of 74.8%. Access to public sewerage networks connected to 
wastewater treatment plants is also relatively low – available 
to 51.1% of the population, compared to the average of 66.8% 
countrywide.

Installed RES capacities in the district are close but below the 
national average per capita. The share of forest areas is low – 
15% in 2022, versus 33% in the country, while degraded land 
makes up 0.22% of the district’s territory, compared to 0.43% 
in the country.

Culture and tourism   
Cultural life and tourism are not strongly represented and in 
2022 the district was still lagging behind the national average. 
Cinema visits increased but remained relatively low at 303 per 
1,000 people, compared to 590 per 1,000 people nationally. 
Visits to local museums numbered 143 per 1,000 people, com-
pared to 619 per 1,000 people nationally, and visits to libraries 
were 542 per 1,000 people, compared to 584 per 1,000 people 
in the country. 

The number of beds in accommodation facilities relative to 
the population in the district is extremely low at 9 per 1,000 
people, compared to 55 per 1,000 people nationally in 2022. 
Overnight stays are also relatively low at 731 per 1,000, against 
3,739 per 1,000 nationally in the country. The share of people 
employed in the culture, sport and entertainment sector is 
0.40%, against 1.02% countrywide.
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Key indicators for the district of Vratsa

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 15,572 17,781 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

15,537 17,324 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 33.2 33.5 31.5 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 57.4 57.6 57.3 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 57.1 58.5 61.4 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 12.5 10.3 10.7 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 22.4 24.1 22.5 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 22.9 18.8 15.6 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 17,615 29,013 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,839 1,788 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

769 1240 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 71.5 67.9 79.6 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 34.5 27.2 34.3 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 70.3 72.5 80.7 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 73.9 64.7 64.6 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –14.5 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. 0.0 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.99 3.75 3.58 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

30.3 26.4 26.7 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 91.8 92.3 91.7 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 72.5 71.4 70.5 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 92.6 93.8 95.2 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,762 1,727 1,724 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 12.9 13.0 16.4 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 4.5 3.6 3.9 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 57.7 55.7 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 306 332 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 50.1 54.4 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 111 228 303 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 367 473 731 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Yambol district

> Population  (2021)  109,693

> Territory (sq. km)  3,355

> Number of settlements 109

> Share of urban population (%) 70.1

Yam b o l  d i s t r i c t

GDP in Yambol district continues to grow at a fast 
pace. The rate of increase in incomes and pensions 

also remains stable. The share of the working-age pop-
ulation in the district is one of the lowest in the country. 
Investment activity remains slack. Yambol is charac-
terized by a high density of the road network, but the 
railway network is among the least developed in the 
country. The average levels of local taxes are close to 
the national averages. The self-assessments of the local 
administrations on the development of e-government 
have gone up and now exceed the national average.

Both natural population growth and the net migra-
tion rates are unfavorable. The district’s students are 
not among the good performers but their results in-
dicate an improvement compared to the rest of the 
districts and last year’s results. Healthcare in the dis-
trict suffers from a shortage of specialist physicians 
and high infant mortality. The workloads of the local 
criminal judges are considerably below the national 
average, but delivery of justice is relatively slow. The 
volume of household waste is low. Tourism in Yambol 
district has an exceptionally weak presence.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD WEAK UNSATISFACTORY AVERAGE GOOD VERY GOOD
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Income and living conditions   
GDP in Yambol district has continued to grow at a fast pace, 
reaching 12,600 BGN per capita in 2021. The rate of increase in 
incomes and pensions also remains stable. The average gross 
annual salary of people employed in a labor or service contract 
has gone up to 14,800 BGN, compared to 18,700 BGN nation-
ally. The average monthly pension is 521 BGN, versus 537 BGN 
nationally.

The poverty level in the district continues to fall. The share of 
population living below the poverty line is 20.2% and for the 
first time has fallen below the national average of 22.9%. In-
come inequality also remains below the national average.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

Labor market   
In 2022, the share of the working-age population in the district 
was one of the lowest in the country (only above that in Vidin 
district). The economic activity on the labor market has risen 
considerably and with a rate of 73.3%, it almost equals the na-
tional average of 73.6%. This increase has been accompanied 
by a big surge in employment and a decrease in unemploy-
ment. The employment rate has reached 68.1% and for the first 
time in five years has come so close to the national average of 
70.4%.

A challenge still facing the labor market in Yambol district is 
the educational structure of the workforce. In 2022 it deteri-
orated once again, reversing the more favorable trend of the 
preceding few years. The share of university graduates among 
the population aged 25–64 is 19.7%, compared to 29.8% in the 
country, and that of people with primary or lower education – 
21.8%, against the national average of 16.0%. 

The population replacement rate as a ratio of the population 
aged 15–19 to that of the 60–64 age group remains below the 
country’s average – 63.9% in the district, compared to 65.7% 
in the country for 2022. This means that for every 100 people 
who are about to leave the labor market in the next few years, 
there are 64 young people who will join the workforce.

Investment and business   
In 2021, investment activity in the Yambol district remained 
low. Due to the relative dominance of the process industry, 
Yambol is among the districts with a relatively small number 
of enterprises – only 47 per 1,000 population, compared to 
60 per 1,000 population nationally. FTA acquisition expendi-
tures have gone up considerably, reaching 2,200 BGN/person. 
FDI, however, has registered a negligible increase and remains 
among the lowest in the country at 396 EUR/person, versus 
4,100 EUR/person nationally. At the same time, production val-
ue has increased rapidly to reach 18,100 BGN/person.

Research and development expenditure relative to the popu-
lation is comparatively low.

Infrastructure   
Yambol district is characterized by a high density of the road 
network. However, its railway network is among the least de-
veloped in the country, after that of Dobrich district. In 2022, 
the share of first-class roads and highways again exceeded the 
national average – 20.6%, compared to 18.5% nationally. The 
quality of the road surface in the district is traditionally close 
to or above the country’s average, but in 2022 and for the sec-
ond year in a row, the share of roads in good condition de-
creased to reach 30.4%, thus lagging well behind the national 
average of 41.1%.

In 2022, the share of households connected to high-speed in-
ternet continued to increase. 

Local taxes   
The average rates of local taxes in Yambol district in 2023 again 
remained close to the average ones in the country. Among the 
monitored taxes, relatively higher than average were those on 
the immovable non-residential property for legal entities and 
on non-gratuitous acquisition of property. At the same time, 
the rates on retail trade and taxi transportation remained well 
below average. The tax rate for retail trade in Yambol district 
was 8.17 BGN/sq. m on average, compared to 13.04 BGN/sq. m 
in the country.

Within the district, the highest local taxes are levied by the mu-
nicipality of Yambol city, and the lowest – by that of Elhovo. 

Administration   
The self-assessment of the local administrations in Yambol 
district regarding the development of e-government went up 
in 2023 to exceed the national average. However, the self-as-
sessment on the provision of one-stop shop administrative 
services went down and remained below average. The AIP ac-
tive transparency rating achieved by the local administration 
fell slightly, but continued to exceed the country’s average – 
72.4% in the district, compared to 70.3% in the country. 

The share of own revenues in the total revenues of the district’s 
municipalities in 2022 was 25.1%, versus 29.0% nationally, and 
the coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues – 
87.2%, against 84.2% nationally.

There has been an increase in the utilization of European funds 
and their amounts are getting much closer to the national 
average. By 30 June 2023, payments made in the district to 
beneficiaries of EU operational programs reached 2,765 BGN/
person, compared to 2,836 BGN/person nationally. Within the 
district, the largest amounts were utilized by Yambol city mu-
nicipality.
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Demography   
In 2022, both the natural population growth and the net mi-
gration rate in Yambol district again remained less favora-
ble than nationally. The natural population growth rate was 
–11.5‰, compared to –9.7‰ nationally. The net migration 
rate was negative at –0.4‰.

The age dependency ratios remain relatively high. The ratio of 
the people aged 65+ to those aged 0–14 is 174.6%, compared 
to 165.9% nationally, and to the 15–64 age group – 45.4%, ver-
sus 37.7% countrywide. 

The share of urban population in Yambol district is lower than 
in the country on average – 70.1%, against 73.6% nationally, 
and so is population density – 985 persons/sq. km, compared 
to 1,404 persons/sq. km countrywide.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   

Education   
The share of children attending kindergarten again remained 
relatively low in 2022. The net enrolment in 5th–7th grade 
went up but for the first time remained below the national av-
erage, albeit slightly. The alignment between vocational edu-
cation and the profile of the local economy is relatively good, 
especially in the industrial and agricultural sectors.

The 2023 students’ results again failed to place the district 
among the country’s good performers, but they nevertheless 
indicate an improvement compared to the rest of the districts 
and to last year’s results. The average score in the NAE in math-
ematics after 7th grade was 30.8 points, versus 35.3 points 
in the country. The average grade in the State matriculation 
exam in Bulgarian language and literature was “Good” 3.79, 
compared to 3.93 in the country, and the share of “fail” grades 
(below 3.00) – 16.2%, against 17.9% nationally.

The number of university students has gone up to 7 per 1,000 
people, against 32 per 1,000 people nationwide.

Healthcare   
The district’s poor performance in the sphere of healthcare us 
due primarily to the low relative number of specialist physi-
cians (where Yambol ranks only before Dobrich and Kardzha-
li), as well as to the high child mortality rate of 2022 (11.6‰, 
against 4.8‰ in the country). At the same time, the number 
of GPs relative to the population in the district is close to the 
national average. The life expectancy of the district’s residents 
is also close to the country’s average. The number of hospital 
beds in the local general hospitals has increased, but remains 
relatively low – 3.8 beds per 1,000 people, compared to the 
national average of 5.9 beds per 1,000 people. 

These figures probably account for the low number of hospi-
talizations in 2022 – 129 per 1,000 people, versus 235 per 1,000 
people countrywide. It can be assumed, therefore, that the res-
idents seek medical care outside the district.

The share of people with health insurance has gone up but 
remains below the national average. 

Security and justice   
The workloads of the local criminal judges are considerably 
lower than in the country, but the delivery of justice is relative-
ly slow. In 2022, one local criminal judge heard an average of 
8.4 cases per month, compared to 10.1 per judge in the coun-
try. The share of pending cases was 13%, versus the national 
average of 12%. 88% of criminal cases were closed within 3 
months, versus the national average of 89%. 

The number of crimes in the district is close to, though below 
the country’s average but the detection rate is relatively high. 
In 2022, the registered crimes against the person and property 
amounted to 11.0 per 1,000 people, versus 11.6 per 1,000 peo-
ple nationally. The detection rate was 61%, compared to 49% 
nationwide.

Environment   
The relatively good results of Yambol district in the environ-
ment category are mainly due to the small volumes of generat-
ed household waste and its management. In 2021, the amount 
of household waste generated in the district was 371 kg/per-
son, against the national average of 445 kg/person. 91% of the 
generated waste was handed over for treatment and recycling, 
compared to 74% on average countrywide. 

There has been little change in the share of households with 
access to a public sewerage network, which in 2021 again re-
mained below the national average – 70.9%, against 74.8% 
in the country. At the same time, the share of households 
whose sewerage system is connected to a wastewater treat-
ment plant is above the national average – 68.7% compared to 
66.8% countrywide.

The share of forest areas is low – 15%, versus 33% in the coun-
try, but that of degraded land is also limited – 0.18% against 
0.43% countrywide. The installed RES capacities are above the 
national average relative to the population.

Culture and tourism   
Visits to the local cinemas and libraries registered a consider-
able increase in 2022. Cinema visits were three times higher 
and reached 391 per 1,000 people. However, there has been 
a decrease in the number of museum visits and it is five times 
lower than the national average relative to the population.

Tourism has an extremely weak presence in Yambol district. 
In 2022, the number of beds in accommodation facilities in-
creased to 7 per 1,000 people, versus 55 per 1,000 people in 
the country. Overnight stays, on the other hand, numbered 
437 per 1,000 people, against 3,739 per 1,000 people in the 
country. The share of people employed in the culture, sport 
and entertainment sector in the district is over five times lower 
than the national average. 
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Key indicators for the district of Yambol

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Economic Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Gross domestic product (GDP) per capita (BGN, current prices) 10,410 12,617 n.a. 20,212

Average gross annual salary of people employed  
in a labor or service contract (BGN)

13,055 14,779 n.a. 18,733

Share of people living below the national poverty line (%) 31.4 24.0 20.2 22.9

Share of the working-age population (%) 56.1 56.1 54.2 58.5

Average annual employment rate of the population aged 15–64 (%) 63.2 63.2 68.1 70.4

Average annual unemployment rate of the population aged 15+ (%) 7.0 5.5 5.4 5.2

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with primary or lower education (%) 21.3 20.6 21.8 16.0

Relative share of the population aged 25–64 with higher education (%) 23.5 23.0 19.7 29.8

Production value per capita (BGN) 15,177 18,105 n.a. 31,242

Expenditures on the acquisition of fixed tangible assets per capita (BGN) 1,639 2,165 n.a. 3,097

Foreign direct investment in non-financial enterprises  
per capita (cumulative) (EUR)

339 396 n.a. 4,098

Share of households with broadband internet access (%) 63.1 83.5 86.3 87.3

Share of road surfaces in good condition (%) 41.0 36.3 30.4 41.1

Coverage of municipal expenditures with local revenues (%) 92.5 93.2 87.2 84.2

Active Transparency Rating of local government bodies (%)* 72.7 72.5 72.4 70.3

Social Development Indicators 2020 2021 2022 National 
average

Natural population growth rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –11.5 –9.7

Net migration rate (‰) n.a. n.a. –0.4 4.2

Average grade in the State matriculation exam in Bulgarian language  
and literature**

3.94 3.79 3.79 3.93

Average grade in the National external assessment in mathematics  
after 7th grade (points)**

35.0 30.7 30.8 35.3

Net enrolment rate of the population (5th to 7th grade) (%) 89.8 89.1 90.0 90.7

Average life expectancy (years)*** 73.1 72.3 71.5 71.9

Share of people with health insurance (%) 88.4 88.6 92.6 93.5

Population per one GP (persons) 1,771 1,733 1,662 1,678

Crimes against the person and property per 1,000 population 9.0 10.0 11.0 11.6

Share of pending criminal cases (%) 7.7 12.6 13.2 11.6

Share of the population living in settlements with a public sewerage network (%) 71.3 70.9 n.a. 74.8

Generated household waste per capita of serviced population (kg/person/year) 305 371 n.a. 445

Share of household waste handed over for treatment and recycling (%) 94.6 90.8 n.a. 74.0

Visits to cinemas (number/1,000 population) 8 130 391 590

Overnight stays in accommodation facilities (number/1,000 population) 195 240 437 3,739

    * The 2022 data are included in the 2023 study. The same is valid for the previous years. 

  ** The data refer to the 2022-23 academic year, while the State matriculation exams took place in 2023. The same is valid for the previous years.

*** Data are for three-year periods and are updated annually.
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Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Gross domestic  
product (GDP) per capita

The indicator measures the standard of living  
in a district and the degree of development  
of the local economy. A higher GDP per capita  
in a district is indicative of a strong local economy  
and a higher standard of living for local residents.

2012–2021
BGN  

per capita
NSI

Average gross annual salary  
of people employed  
in a labor or service contract

Income earned from salaries and wages  
is one of the key factors determining the level  
of household income.

2012–2021 BGN NSI

Average monthly pension
The indicator provides a broad measure  
of the well-being and standard of living  
of local pensioners.

2014–2021 BGN NRA

Gini coefficient
The coefficient provides a measure  
of income inequality on a scale of 1 to 100 points, 
where 100 points indicates perfect inequality.

2012–2022 points NSI

Relative share of the people 
living below the national 
poverty line

A key poverty indicator. It shows the share  
of people with an equivalent disposable income  
below the so-called “poverty line” which is set  
at 60% of the national median equivalized  
disposable income.

2019–2022 % NSI

Income and living conditions

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Categories of Indicators
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Labor market

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Share of  
the working-age  
population

The age limit for the distribution  
of the population in this category is determined  
in accordance with the retirement age  
in the relevant year, adopted by a Decree  
of the Council of Ministers. The indicator is closely 
related to the local labor market.

2012–2022 % NSI

Average annual  
economic activity rate  
of the population

The economic activity rate shows  
what share of the population is employed  
or actively seeking employment.  
The economically active population  
forms the labor force in each district.

2012–2022 % NSI

Annual average 
unemployment rate  
of the population  
aged 15 and above

Low unemployment rates in a district are  
indicative of a vibrant and job-creating  
local economic environment. 

2012–2022 % EA

Annual average  
employment rate  
of the population  
aged 15–64

The employment rate is a leading indicator  
of the labor market showing what proportion  
of the working-age population is actually employed.

2012–2022 % NSI

Demographic  
replacement rate  
(ratio of the number  
of people aged 15–19  
to those aged 60–64)

The demographic replacement rate shows  
the ratio of the number of people aged 15–19  
(who are about to enter the labor market)  
to those aged 60–64 (who are about to leave it).  
The demographic replacement rate is used  
as an indicator of the reproductive capacity  
of the labor force in each of the country’s districts.

2012–2022 % NSI

Relative share  
of the population  
aged 25–64  
with higher education

A large share of population with a university  
degree in a district creates prerequisites  
for increased competitiveness, labor productivity,  
and economic growth.

2012–2022 % NSI

Relative share  
of the population  
aged 25–64  
with primary or lower 
education

An indicator of the educational structure  
of the workforce. The higher the share of people  
with primary or lower education,  
the lower the potential of the local labor market  
to fill newly created jobs. A lower level of education  
is a precondition for lower economic activity,  
lower productivity, and thus lower incomes.

2012–2022 % NSI
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Investment and business

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Number  
of non-financial  
enterprises 

The indicator shows entrepreneurial  
mindsets and investment activity  
in the local economy.

2012–2021

number  
of non-financial 
enterprises per 

1,000 population

NSI

Expenditure  
on the acquisition  
of fixed tangible  
assets (FTA) per capita

The level of expenditure on the acquisition  
of fixed tangible assets (FTA) per capita  
in a district is the leading indicator  
of investment in the local economy.

2012–2021
BGN  

per capita
NSI

Foreign direct investment 
in non-financial enterprises 
(accumulated flows)

The indicator of foreign direct investment (FDI)  
in non-financial enterprises shows the cumulative 
investment flows to the district and  
its attractiveness to foreign investors.

2012–2021
EUR  

per capita
NSI

Utilization of EU funds  
by the municipalities 
as beneficiaries under 
operational programs 

A high level of utilization of EU funds  
under operational programs creates preconditions  
for improving a district’s competitiveness.  
It is an indicator of the successful functioning  
of the local administration and its willingness and 
ability to create better working and living conditions  
in the district with the help of EU funds.

As of 
30.06.2023

BGN  
per capita

ISMM 
2022 

Production 
value 

Production value per capita shows  
the relative productivity of the enterprises  
in the district.

2012–2021
BGN  

per capita
NSI

Expenditure for research  
and development

Research and development includes all creative  
and systematic work carried out with the aim  
of expanding the body of knowledge, including 
knowledge about people, culture and society,  
and of developing new applications for existing 
knowledge.

2012–2021
BGN  

per capita
NSI
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Infrastructure

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Road network  
density

The indicator measures the total length  
of highways and roads (first-, second-,  
and third-class) relative to the territory  
of the respective district. The national road  
network is essential for the transportation  
of goods and passengers in the country.  
The indicator does not include streets  
in urban and rural settlements.

2012–2022

length  
of the road  

network  
km/100 sq. km 

territory

NSI

Railway network  
density

The indicator represents all railway lines  
between stations or places indicated  
as independent points of departure  
and arrival of trains carrying passengers  
and freight. It excludes urban railway lines.  
The greater the density of the railway network  
in a district, the easier the transportation  
of passengers and freight.

2012–2022

length  
of the railway 

network  
in km/100 sq. km 

territory

NSI

Share of highways  
and first-class roads

The indicator provides additional information  
on the characteristics of the road infrastructure  
in a district. A larger share of motorways  
and first-class roads points to a better developed  
local infrastructure.

2012–2022 % NSI

Share of households  
with broadband  
internet access

Households’ access to the internet is indicative  
of the spread of new information  
and communication technologies  
in the country’s districts.

2012–2022 % NSI

Share of road surfaces  
in good condition

In addition to the road network density,  
the quality of road surfaces is also  
of considerable importance  
for the infrastructural profile of the districts.  
This indicator shows the share of roads  
the condition of whose surface has been assessed  
as “good” by the Road Infrastructure Agency (RIA).

2012–2022 % АПИ
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Local taxes

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Tax rate on immovable  
non-residential property  
for legal entities

Property taxes are the biggest source  
of own revenue for municipalities.  
Taxation on immovable property is indeed  
the major factor influencing the business  
environment and the burden on businesses.

2012–2023 per mille (‰)

Request  
for access to 
information
under APIA

Motor vehicle tax  
(commercial and passenger 
vehicles, 74 kW to 110 kW)

Taxation on vehicles is another major source  
of own revenue for municipalities. This type  
of tax is a burden mainly on small companies,  
since the engine power basis has been chosen 
specifically for its relevance to such companies.  
After 2019, the indicator also takes into account  
the newly introduced environmental component  
in the total tax rate.

2012–2023 BGN/kW

Request  
for access to 
information
under APIA

Annual patent tax  
for retail trade  
on up to 100 sq. m  
of retail space  
at the most favorable  
business location

Patents are a type of taxation different  
from those mentioned above. They are a tax burden  
on specific businesses. The retail trade patent tax  
has been selected as the most common  
and recognizable type of taxation.

2012–2023 BGN/sq. m

Request  
for access to 
information
under APIA

Tax rate  
on non-gratuitous  
acquisition of property 

The tax rate on non-gratuitous acquisition  
of property is relevant both to foreign investors 
entering the local market and to local investors 
expanding their activities. 

2012–2023 per mille (‰)

Request  
for access to 
information
under APIA

Tax rate  
on taxi transportation  
of passengers

The tax rate on taxi transportation  
of passengers is set by each municipality  
and affects the final price of the service.

2017–2023 BGN

Request  
for access to 
information
under APIA
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Administration

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Active transparency  
rating of local government 
bodies

The active transparency ratings  
of local government bodies are assigned  
by the AIP Foundation based on the results  
of its annual studies of municipal web pages 
and electronic submission of requests  
to various administrative structures  
within the executive branch.  
The rating assigned to each district is  
the average of all the ratings given  
to the municipalities within it.

2016–2023 %

Access to  
Information  

Program  
Foundation

(AIP Foundation)

Level of development  
of local government 
 e-services

The indicator shows the results  
of local governments’ self-assessment 
regarding the degree and scope  
of the electronic services they provide.  
A low rating indicates a complete lack  
or rudimentary development of e-services, 
while a high rating shows a capacity  
for carrying out two-way transactions  
between the local administration  
and citizens/businesses.

2013–2023
Rating 

from 1 to 4

Request  
for access to  
information
under APIA

Level of development  
of one-stop shop  
services

The indicator shows the results  
from the local governments’  
self-assessment regarding  
their readiness to operate  
a one-stop shop.

2013–2023
Rating 

from 1 to 4

Request  
for access to  
information
under APIA

Share of own revenues  
in the municipalities’  
total revenues

This ratio shows to what extent  
each municipality can meet  
its own needs without relying  
on the state budget.

2015–2022 % MF

Coverage of municipal 
expenditures with local 
revenues

The indicator shows  
the dependence of municipal budgets  
on transfers from the state budget.

2015–2022 % MF
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Demography

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Age dependency rate –  
the ratio of population  
aged 65+ to those  
aged 0–14

The indicator shows the aging rate  
in a given district – the higher the indicator value,  
the more clearly expressed the population  
aging process.

2022 % НСИ

Age dependency rate –  
the ratio of population  
aged 65+ to those  
aged 15–64

The age dependency ratio shows the ratio  
of those aged 65 years and above, who are mostly 
economically inactive, and those of working age.  
A higher age dependency ratio indicates  
a deterioration of the population age structure,  
which affects the labor market,  
economic growth, etc.

2022 % NSI

Relative share  
of urban population

The relative share of urban population  
provides information on the degree  
of urbanization of each district.

2022 % NSI

Population density  
relative to the area  
of the settlements  
and other urban areas

The population density indicator gives  
information on the number of people  
per unit area. Density is influenced by the rate  
of natural increase and net migration flows,  
as well as by the urbanization processes.

2022
number  

of persons/ 
sq. km

NSI

Natural population  
growth rate

The natural population growth rate  
is the difference between the number of registered  
live births and the number of deaths during the year.  
The indicator shows the increase or decrease  
of the population of the district per 1,000 of its average 
annual population; a positive value is considered  
a favorable demographic indicator.

2022 per mille (‰) NSI

Net migration rate

The net migration rate shows an increase or decrease 
of the population per 1,000 of its average annual 
population due to migration. The ratios are calculated 
based on statistics for the number of persons who have 
changed their usual residence within a given period. 
Net migration is the difference between the numbers 
of immigrants to and emigrants from a given district.

2022 per mille (‰) NSI
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Education 

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Number of students at 
colleges and universities

The indicator includes students in universities, colleges, 
and specialized higher education institutions, excluding 
students in vocational training after high school.  
A large number of students in any district is  
a prerequisite for a better educated local workforce  
and increases the attractiveness of the respective 
district.

2012–2022

number  
of university 

students  
per 1,000  

population

NSI

Net enrolment rate of the 
population (5th to 7th grade)

The net enrolment rate of the population is the ratio 
between the total number of enrolled students  
in the official school age range for a given level  
of education and the total population of the same age 
group. The rate is calculated as a percentage  
by 31 December of the respective year. The number  
of students in primary and secondary education  
is established by 1 October of the respective year.  
The selection of 5th to 7th grade is based on the fact  
that this is the lowest educational stage where a relatively 
low coverage of the education system is registered.

2018–2022 % NSI

Relative share of repeaters

The share of repeaters shows the number of students 
who were enrolled in the same grade for the second 
year in a row. This indicator points to the quality  
of educational institutions, at least in terms of their 
ability to create optimal learning conditions.

2012–2022 % NSI

Average grade in the State 
matriculation exam in 
Bulgarian language and 
literature

A high average grade in the annual State matriculation 
exam in Bulgarian language and literature indicates 
a high quality of secondary education in the district. 
Despite differences in exam difficulty across years, 
results allow comparisons between the districts  
for each year.

2012–2023 grade 2 to 6 MES 

Share of “fail” (below 
3.00) grades in the State 
matriculation exam in 
Bulgarian language and 
literature

A high percentage of students who have passed 
the matriculation exams in Bulgarian language 
and literature indicates a high quality of secondary 
education in the district. 

2012–2023 % MES

Average grade in the NEA in 
mathematics after 7th grade

A high result in the NEA in mathematics  
after 7th grade indicates a high quality of junior high 
school education in the district. The indicator is also 
used as a counterpoint to the matriculation exam  
in Bulgarian language and literature, as very few high-
school students choose to sit the elective matriculation 
exam in mathematics.

2018–2023 

Average  
number  

of points out of  
a possible 100

MES

Index of the alignment 
between vocational education 
and the profile of the 
economy

The indicator shows the alignment between students  
in vocational education by specialization and employees 
with acquired vocational qualifications by sector.  
This alignment is also an important dimension  
for the labor market as it shows the link between 
education and employment at local level.

2022–2023

Average  
number  

of points out of  
a possible 100

IME  
based on  

MES and NSI

Share of children attending 
kindergarten

The indicator is in direct relation to the coverage  
of pre-school education offered in kindergartens

2012–2022 % IME
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Healthcare

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Population per one GP

GPs are usually the first point of contact  
in the healthcare system. The indicator  
for the number of people cared for by one GP  
shows both the availability of medical staff  
in a district and medical doctors’ workloads.

2012–2022

Number  
of persons  
per 1 GP

NSI

Access to specialist physicians 
index

The index measures access to specialist physicians 
relative to the country’s district with the best 
access. A lower index value points to better access. 
Specialist physicians include internists, cardiologists, 
pediatricians, surgeons, orthopedists/ traumatologists, 
urologists, infectionists, obstetricians/gynecologists, 
ophthalmologists, neurologists, psychiatrists, x-ray 
specialists, and others.

2018–2022
composite  

index

IME  
based  
on NSI

Numbers of hospitalization in 
general hospitals

The indicator provides information on the morbidity  
of the population and the workloads of general 
hospitals. Here, it is used to measure the level  
of morbidity in each district – the higher its value,  
the higher morbidity on its territory.

2020–2022

number  
of persons  

treated in the local 
general hospitals 
per 1,000 popula-

tion

NSI

Share of people with health 
insurance

The relative share of persons with health insurance 
indicates the accessibility of health services  
to the population in a given district; it can be  
used as an indirect indicator of the health status  
of the population.

2012–2022 %

NRA  
(request  

for access to 
information 
under APIA)

Number of beds in general 
hospitals

The indicator shows the number of beds in general 
hospitals per 1,000 population. The availability  
of hospital beds serves as a relative indicator  
of the physical resources of the district’s healthcare 
system.

2012–2022

number  
of hospital  

beds per 1,000 
population

NSI

Infant mortality rate

The infant mortality rate shows the number  
of deaths of infants under the age of 1 year  
for every 1,000 live births during the respective year.  
A high rate indicates both inadequate public 
healthcare and low health culture  
of the local population.

2012–2022 per mille (‰) NSI

Average life expectancy
The indicator shows the average life expectancy  
of the population and is used as a function  
of the quality of life.

2012–2022 years NSI
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Security and justice
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Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Share of  
criminal cases closed  
within 3 months

A higher share of criminal cases  
in a district’s courts closed within  
3 months indicates relatively faster delivery  
of justice (all other factors being equal).

2012–2022 % SJC

Share of  
pending criminal cases

The share of pending criminal cases  
in a district’s courts is an indicator  
of the local judiciary’s efficiency.

2012–2022 % SJC

Workloads of  
criminal judges in office 

The indicator shows the deviation  
from the actual average workloads  
of criminal judges in the district courts  
for the respective year.

2012–2022
composite  

index
SJC

Crimes against  
the person and property 

Crimes against the person and property  
are an indicator of the crime rate in a given area. 
Officially registered crimes do not always faithfully 
represent the level of criminality in a district  
but provide a good basis for evaluation  
and comparison between districts. 

2012–2022
Number  

of crimes per 1,000  
population

NSI, MI

Share of cleared crimes 
against the person  
and property out of all crimes 
registered throughout  
the respective year

The higher the share of cleared crimes, the more 
efficient the work of law enforcement in the district. 
The indicator covers only the clearance rates of 
registered crimes and complements the overall 
security picture in each district.

2012–2022 % NSI, MI
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Environment 

Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Generated  
household waste

The amount of generated household waste per person 
of the serviced population is a standard indicator  
for the cleanliness of the environment.  
For the purposes of this study, it is assumed that 
the higher the value of this indicator, the more 
endangered the environment in a given district.

2012–2021 kg/person/year NSI

Share of  
household waste  
handed over for treatment 
and recycling

The share or recycled and treated household waste  
is important in that the rest of the waste is sent  
to landfills which carry serious environmental and 
health risks. A higher share of recycled and treated 
waste means a cleaner environment.

2013–2021 % NSI

Share of the population  
living in settlements  
with a public sewerage 
network connected  
to a waste water  
treatment plant

The availability of municipal waste water treatment 
plants is a precondition for lower environmental 
pollution from sewage and higher utilization of water 
resources in a given district. The larger the share  
of public sewerage networks connected to waste water 
treatment plants, the more reduced the effect  
of sewage on the environment.

2012–2021 % NSI

Share of  
population living  
in settlements with  
a public sewerage network

The indicator shows the percentage of residents  
in a district living in areas with a public sewerage 
system. The coverage of public sewerage has  
an impact on both the social and the environmental 
characteristics of the districts.

2012–2021 % NSI

Share of  
forest areas relative  
to the total area  
of the district

The indicator measures the proportion  
of real estate – timber forests and nontimber  
forest areas 

2021–2022 % NSI

Share of  
degraded land  
relative to the district’s 
territory

The indicator measures the proportion  
of real estate used for extractive activities  
and real estate used as landfills for industrial  
and household waste: degraded land

2021–2022 % NSI

Installed  
RES capacities

Provides information on the installed  
capacities of photovoltaic, wind, hydroelectric  
and other power plants.

By  
30 June 2023

kW/person SEDA
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Culture and tourism 
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Indicator Description Period Unit Source

Visits  
to theaters 

An indicator of the intensity of cultural activities.  
It shows the average annual number of registered 
visits to the theaters on the territory of a given district. 

2012–2021
number of visits 

per 1,000 popula-
tion

NSI

Visits  
to cinemas

An indicator of the intensity of cultural activities.  
It shows the average annual number of registered visits 
to the cinemas on the territory of a given district.

2012–2022
number of visits 

per 1,000 popula-
tion

NSI

Visits  
to museums 

An indicator of the intensity of cultural activities.  
It shows the average annual number of registered visits 
to the museums on the territory of a given district.

2012–2022
number of visits 

per 1,000 popula-
tion

NSI

Visits  
to libraries 

An indicator of the intensity of cultural activities.  
It shows the average number of registered visits  
to libraries with a collection of a minimum  
200,000 items on the territory of a given district.

2012–2022
number of visits 

per 1,000 popula-
tion

NSI

Number of beds  
in accommodation  
facilities

The indicator shows the district’s potential  
for the development of tourism

2012–2022
number of beds 

per 1,000 popula-
tion

NSI

Number of  
overnight stays  
in accommodation  
facilities

The indicator shows the actual intensity  
of tourism in the district. 

2012–2022
number of over-
night stays per 

1,000 population
NSI

Share of people  
employed in the culture,  
sport and entertainment 
sector

The indicator shows the share of the people employed 
in the culture, sport and entertainment sector relative 
to the total number of employed people in the district.

2021 % NSI
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Indicator  

 District

GDP  
per capita  

(BGN)

2021 

Average gross annual 
salary of people  

employed in a labor  
or service contract  

(BGN)

2021 

Average  
monthly  
pension 

(BGN)

2021

Gini coefficient  
of income  
inequality  

(points)  

2022 

Share of  
people 

living below  
the national  
poverty line  

(%)
2022

Blagoevgrad 12,629 12,226 490 32.1 22.9

Burgas 15,815 14,852 600 38.0 22.1

Varna 17,872 17,201 569 33.5 14.2

Veliko Tarnovo 13,669 14,545 506 30.8 20.7

Vidin 11,438 12,855 475 37.5 39.2

Vratsa 17,781 17,324 529 44.5 31.5

Gabrovo 16,549 15,771 510 30.8 21.9

Dobrich 12,385 14,099 483 33.6 31.0

Kardzhali 11,760 14,508 441 31.6 25.9

Kyustendil 11,535 12,719 563 36.8 19.9

Lovech 13,963 14,244 485 33.9 30.3

Montana 12,088 13,983 481 43.2 41.0

Pazardzhik 11,653 14,842 488 37.4 27.0

Pernik 11,084 14,074 591 32.6 19.0

Pleven 12,889 14,608 499 36.9 31.4

Plovdiv 15,547 15,937 525 34.5 29.4

Razgrad 12,942 15,517 441 27.6 27.7

Ruse 15,075 15,443 505 34.2 18.5

Silistra 9,975 13,272 447 32.5 34.4

Sliven 10,439 14,033 503 35.8 29.2

Smolyan 12,609 13,379 524 36.9 28.7

Sofia 19 263 17,697 552 30.3 23.0

Sofia (capital city) 45,241 25,724 650 38.8 11.7

Stara Zagora 20,165 16,673 567 37.8 29.1

Targovishte 12,536 15,110 451 30.7 24.7

Haskovo 9,817 12,906 52,1 31.1 30.2

Shumen 11,989 15,105 473 33.8 22.5

Yambol 12,617 14,779 52,1 33.7 20.2

National  Average 20,212 18,733 537 38.4 22.9

Income and living conditions

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Appendix
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Labor market

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator 

District

Demographic  
replacement rate  

(ratio of the number  
of people aged 15–19  
to those aged 60–64)  

(%)
2022

Relative share  
of the population 

aged 25–64  
with higher 

education  
(%)

2022

 Relative share  
of the population 

aged 25–64  
with primary or  

lower education  
(%)

2022

Average annual 
unemployment  

rate of the 
population  

aged 15+  
(%)

 2022

Annual average 
employment  

rate of the 
population  

aged 15–64  
(%)

2022

 Average  
annual  

economic  
activity of the 

population 
(%)

2022

Share of the 
working-age 

population 
(%)

2022

Blagoevgrad 63.18 20.4 18.4 9.4 69.9 74.0 59.8

Burgas 71.97 22.3 19.1 4.0 67.5 71.0 58.9

Varna 77.07 34.4 16.2 3.2 77.2 78.0 60.3

Veliko Tarnovo 58.01 28.1 7.1 5.7 71.2 73.6 56.4

Vidin 59.47 22.4 13.4 14.1 61.7 68.4 53.6

Vratsa 65.02 15.6 22.5 10.7 61.4 67.8 57.3

Gabrovo 55.85 23.5 13.5 4.1 70.9 77.0 54.3

Dobrich 57.72 17.6 26.7 4.8 65.9 71.8 56.5

Kardzhali 46.63 23.5 21.7 9.5 69.1 69.8 57.0

Kyustendil 55.72 23.0 4.0 7.8 73.5 75.4 55.7

Lovech 63.38 13.8 12.9 9.1 69.3 71.6 54.8

Montana 57.44 17.9 17.3 11.7 55.6 61.8 55.2

Pazardzhik 57.19 14.5 25.6 7.3 68.7 72.7 57.8

Pernik 53.74 15.5 14.7 4.3 69.2 78.1 57.1

Pleven 59.23 22.8 19.7 7.6 62.5 65.8 54.9

Plovdiv 66.89 26.9 17.8 4.1 67.3 69.1 59.2

Razgrad 57.36 24.9 31.3 9.4 60.2 67.5 58.2

Ruse 57.27 29.0 11.1 5.6 72.3 75.0 57.2

Silistra 53.56 21.6 26.5 10.4 56.3 64.0 55.6

Sliven 87.39 21.1 37.8 7.9 60.5 65.9 55.0

Smolyan 42.19 24.3 13.0 10.0 68.0 72.2 56.5

Sofia 63.34 14.2 14.4 4.9 74.9 75.7 58.2

Sofia (capital city) 80.30 57.6 4.0 1.6 77.9 79.9 62.9

Stara Zagora 67.33 22,0 17.1 4.3 75.0 75.9 57.0

Targovishte 59.99 21.3 30.3 8.7 61.9 69.5 57.4

Haskovo 63.46 18.6 20.1 6.4 68.5 69.2 56.3

Shumen 61.83 24.8 26.8 9.4 65.8 76.4 57.8

Yambol 63.88 19.7 21.8 5.4 68.1 73.3 54.2

National  Average 65.70 29.8 16.0 5.2 70.4 73.6 58.5
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Investment and business

Indicator 

District

Number of  
non-financial 

enterprises per 
1,000 population

2021

Expenditure on  
the acquisition  

of FTA  
per capita

(BGN)

2021

Utilization by  
municipalities of EU funds 

as beneficiaries under 
operational programs  

per capita  
(BGN)

30.06.2023

FDI in  
non-financial  

enterprises  
(accumulated flows)  

per capita  
(EUR) 
2021

Expenditure on 
research  

and development 
per capita  

(BGN)

2021

Production  
value

 per capita  
(BGN)

2021

Blagoevgrad 70 1,795 4,063 1,693 13 19,181

Burgas 71 2,893 2,690 5,643 26 22,628

Varna 69 2,692 1,980 3,299 64 26,672

Veliko Tarnovo 46 2,195 2,258 325 19 18,655

Vidin 36 1,260 2,996 597 3 8,237

Vratsa 38 1,788 3,545 1,240 25 29,013

Gabrovo 56 2,460 4,333 3,382 90 30,226

Dobrich 52 1,822 2,219 1,816 33 17,922

Kardzhali 32 1,449 2,161 2,567 (17) 12,601

Kyustendil 53 1,194 1,768 351 (25) 13,868

Lovech 45 1,407 2,876 1,073 66 16,976

Montana 36 1,514 3,027 444 10 17,649

Pazardzhik 44 2,372 1,904 1,807 63 20,367

Pernik 46 1,641 1,721 1,876 12 19,468

Pleven 42 2,201 2,562 1,508 94 19,194

Plovdiv 60 765 2,165 3,228 97 32,293

Razgrad 39 2,046 2,165 1,917  19,195

Ruse 55 2,723 2,864 2,243 75 32,084

Silistra 38 2,078 2,557 400 (6) 12,523

Sliven 39 1,234 1,598 726 37 14,238

Smolyan 52 2,714 3,287 692 22 17,612

Sofia 43 3,157 2,770 7,289 48 57,137

Sofia (capital city) 95 7,757 4,264 11,235 618 61,866

Stara Zagora 49 2,757 2,358 3,563 (81) 34,039

Targovishte 37 1,795 1,719 2,690 2 20,301

Haskovo 52 1,399 1,910 614 7 14,447

Shumen 40 1,897 2,285 708 (76) 21,145

Yambol 47 2,165 2,765 396 19 18,105

National  Average 60 3,097 2,836 4,098 156 31,242
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Infrastructure

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator

District

Road  
network  
density  

(km/100 sq. km 
territory) 

2022

Railway  
network  
density  

(km/100 sq. km 
territory)

2022

Share of  
highways  

and first-class 
 roads  

(%)

2022

Share of  
road surfaces  

in good  
condition  

(%)

2022

Share of  
households with 

broadband  
internet  

access  
(%)

2022

Blagoevgrad 11.1 2.5 17.3 63.9 84.8

Burgas 15.3 2.3 26.0 29.4 90.8

Varna 18.8 5.2 27.4 56.8 87.7

Veliko Tarnovo 20.1 5.1 16.3 45.9 87.3

Vidin 20.1 3.6 11.3 36.1 88.5

Vratsa 18.2 3.1 9.9 34.3 79.6

Gabrovo 25.6 3.7 16.6 33.7 88.8

Dobrich 17.4 1.3 10.1 5.9 75.4

Kardzhali 20.2 2.1 11.2 40.0 86.3

Kyustendil 20.1 3.9 20.8 56.0 87.4

Lovech 18.3 2.6 16.2 46.7 87.5

Montana 16.9 3.1 9.1 23.0 83.9

Pazardzhik 16.9 4.1 14.6 57.7 85.1

Pernik 24.0 4.8 15.9 40.7 84.9

Pleven 18.3 4.7 12.2 40.0 80.8

Plovdiv 17.1 5.4 17.5 54.7 89.1

Razgrad 19.2 3.5 11.1 26.2 86.1

Ruse 18.2 5.5 21.6 47.2 88.8

Silistra 17.8 2.5 11.3 44.0 70.6

Sliven 16.4 3.8 22.2 68.0 67.8

Smolyan 16.9 0.0 0.0 56.5 90.3

Sofia 21.4 4.2 30.2 30.5 75.0

Sofia (capital city) 0.0 12.7 0.0 0.0 94.7

Stara Zagora 17.6 5.1 28.7 39.4 86.5

Targovishte 19.3 2.7 14.7 47.9 89.1

Haskovo 20.9 3.8 21.5 39.5 91.8

Shumen 18.2 4.6 36.4 37.8 86.8

Yambol 19.1 1.6 20.6 30.4 86.3

National  Average 18.0 3.6 18.5 41.1 87.3
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Local taxes

Indicator 

District

Tax rate  
on immovable  

non-residential  
property for legal 

entities  
(‰)

2023

Motor vehicle tax 
(commercial  

and passenger  
vehicles,  

74 kW to 110 kW)
(BGN/kW)

2023

Annual patent tax  
for retail trade on up to  

100 sq. m of retail space  
at the most favorable  

business location  
(BGN/ sq. m)

2023

Tax rate on 
non-gratuitous 

acquisition  
of property  

(%)

2023

Tax rate  
on taxi  

transportation  
of passengers  

(BGN)

2023

Blagoevgrad 1.78 1.39 11.65 2.20 322

Burgas 2.07 1.82 15.22 2.87 547

Varna 2.21 1.66 16.72 2.95 596

Veliko Tarnovo 2.50 1.64 12.10 2.89 387

Vidin 2.19 1.25 4.60 2.90 300

Vratsa 2.22 1.25 6.84 2.67 353

Gabrovo 2.16 1.55 9.71 2.53 405

Dobrich 1.59 1.56 8.78 2.96 300

Kardzhali 1.80 1.59 8.15 2.85 322

Kyustendil 2.57 1.77 10.14 2.56 302

Lovech 2.23 1.28 10.37 2.34 392

Montana 1.72 1.22 5.06 2.56 339

Pazardzhik 1.92 1.46 8.94 2.77 300

Pernik 1.95 1.38 9.86 2.88 300

Pleven 2.99 1.30 9.26 2.83 381

Plovdiv 2.14 1.57 12.98 2.81 308

Razgrad 2.16 1.37 9.24 2.52 326

Ruse 2.00 1.56 13.60 2.33 457

Silistra 2.04 1.45 8.71 2.65 329

Sliven 2.63 1.54 9.90 2.80 374

Smolyan 2.12 1.37 7.71 2.62 318

Sofia 2.51 1.69 9.61 2.89 398

Sofia (capital city) 1.88 1.33 20.00 3.00 850

Stara Zagora 1.67 1.53 13.91 2.39 313

Targovishte 1.91 1.52 9.05 2.61 303

Haskovo 2.09 1.54 12.84 2.61 312

Shumen 2.13 1.56 9.19 2.68 300

Yambol 2.17 1.53 8.17 2.78 356

National  Average 2.08 1.56 13.04 2.76 471
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Administration

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator 

District

Share of  
own revenues in  

the municipalities’  
total  

revenues  
(%)

2022

Coverage of  
municipal 

expenditures  
with local  
revenues  

(%)
2022

Development  
of local  

government  
e-services  

(Rating from  
1 to 4)

2023

Development  
of one-stop  

shop  
services  

(Rating from  
1 to 4)

2023

Active  
transparency  

rating of local 
government  

bodies  
(%)

2023

Blagoevgrad 19.4 59.9 3.28 3.26 61.2

Burgas 38.0 101.8 3.82 3.11 72.7

Varna 35.2 101.2 3.65 3.69 76.8

Veliko Tarnovo 23.8 73.0 3.11 3.32 68.2

Vidin 17.5 73.9 2.89 3.01 57.5

Vratsa 20.4 80.7 3.18 3.66 64.6

Gabrovo 23.3 61.0 3.83 2.83 72.9

Dobrich 26.1 75.2 3.49 3.2,1 81.3

Kardzhali 2,1.6 57.2 2.92 2.90 66.0

Kyustendil 24.9 76.8 3.45 3.51 50.0

Lovech 19.7 69.9 3.36 3.88 74.2

Montana 16.7 56.9 3.64 2.85 69.4

Pazardzhik 22.6 66.2 3.22 3.07 65.2

Pernik 25.4 69.0 3.13 3.14 52.4

Pleven 22.7 84.9 3.58 3.46 70.0

Plovdiv 30.2 85.4 3.56 3.39 72.4

Razgrad 21.3 75.3 3.14 3.61 68.2

Ruse 26.5 101.7 3.17 3.80 72.4

Silistra 17.5 74.2 3.58 3.37 58.8

Sliven 21.6 87.4 3.82 3.00 80.5

Smolyan 15.4 43.6 3.16 3.04 66.9

Sofia 14.7 102.2 3.25 2.84 57.7

Sofia (capital city) 44.7 113.3 3.00 4.00 74.8

Stara Zagora 24.5 74.9 3.06 2.48 65.0

Targovishte 19.1 57.4 3.79 3.22 70.7

Haskovo 24.5 72.6 3.64 3.45 72.4

Shumen 20.9 71.7 3.53 3.52 76.5

Yambol 25.1 87.2 3.54 3.09 72.4

National  Average 29.0 84.2 3.35 3.41 70.3
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Demography

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Indicator

District

Age dependency 
ratio of people  

aged 65+ to those 
aged 0–14  

(%)
 

2022 

Age dependency 
ratio of people 

aged 65+ to those 
aged 15–64 

(%)

2022 

Share of  
urban  

population  
(%)

2022

Population density  
in urban areas 

(number of 
persons/sq. km)

2022

Natural  
population  

growth  
(‰)

2022

Net  
migration  

rate  
(‰)

2022 

Blagoevgrad 148.1 33.8 59.8 2,166 –7.5 0.3

Burgas 145.6 35.1 76.4 2,070 –8.2 7.1

Varna 143.8 33.5 84.2 1,662 –6.9 6.1

Veliko Tarnovo 215.8 45.0 69.8 925 –13.6 2,0

Vidin 269.8 54.3 63.7 750 –21.3 0.9

Vratsa 174.9 40.3 59.9 714 –14.5 0.0

Gabrovo 255.3 51.6 79.6 1,105 –18.0 2.8

Dobrich 204.2 43.5 70.9 573 –14.0 1.7

Kardzhali 205.5 41.9 41.8 1,753 –9.4 21.6

Kyustendil 228.6 46.9 68.6 1,033 –17.1 2.4

Lovech 205.7 47.4 61.9 774 –14.7 –1.1

Montana 216.3 47.2 64.2 824 –17.1 0.4

Pazardzhik 167.9 38.5 61.4 1,867 –10.5 4.2

Pernik 196.0 42.1 78.4 856 –16.9 3.1

Pleven 211.1 47.4 67.5 1,010 –13.9 –0.5

Plovdiv 151.4 35.5 74.4 2,372 –7.4 7.0

Razgrad 186.3 39.4 47.8 768 –13.5 4.4

Ruse 215.3 43.8 77.8 1,467 –15.1 0.9

Silistra 210.6 45.9 44.8 700 –14.0 1.3

Sliven 117.4 37.5 65.4 2,445 –5.9 0.6

Smolyan 256.4 45.3 57.4 1,614 –14.7 –4.5

Sofia 166.3 38.4 60.3 740 –11.1 –0.1

Sofia (capital city) 130.4 29.1 95.1 4,639 –3.4 7.9

Stara Zagora 165.2 40.0 71.3 1,384 –11.2 2.2

Targovishte 186.4 40.7 56.2 935 –12.4 3.9

Haskovo 179.7 42,0 72.2 968 –12.6 –1.5

Shumen 186.7 40.3 62.5 771 –11.7 6.4

Yambol 174.6 45.4 70.1 985 –11.5 –0.4

National  Average 165.9 37.7 73.6 1,404 –9.7 4.2
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Education 

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator

District

Number of 
students at 

colleges and 
universities 

per 1,000 
population

2022

Net enrolment 
rate of the 

population  
(5th to 7th 

grade) 
(%)

2022

Relative  
share of 

school year 
repeaters

(%)

2022

Relative share 
of “Fail” (below 
3.00) grades in 
the 2023 State 
matriculation 

exam in BLL 
(%)

2023

Average 
grades  

in the State 
atriculation 

exam in 
BLL 

(2–6)
2023

Average grade 
in the NEA in 
mathematics 

after 7th grade 
(number of 

points out of a 
possible 100)

2023

Index of the 
alignment between 

vocational education 
and employment 

(number  
of points out of  
a possible 100)

2023

Share of 
children 

attending 
kindergarten  

(%)

2022

Blagoevgrad 29 94.5 0.73 16.6 3.84 33.3 40.1 92.6

Burgas 17 90.2 0.90 21.9 3.68 37.2 51.1 88.4

Varna 52 92.8 0.76 16.1 3.94 42.6 51.4 90.3

Veliko Tarnovo 75 92.8 1.06 18.8 3.72 31.2 42.6 90.6

Vidin 5 87.3 1.72 21.1 3.63 25.4 40.9 87.1

Vratsa 8 91.7 1.23 24.5 3.58 26.7 53.3 90.6

Gabrovo 44 92.9 0.87 17.3 3.80 31.3 44.7 89.7

Dobrich 4 84.5 2.47 19.6 3.72 29.0 67.2 86.9

Kardzhali 4 86.6 0.57 23.9 3.75 29.4 51.1 83.3

Kyustendil 0 90.2 1.16 26.1 3.58 28.3 36.7 86.3

Lovech 1 86.3 1.96 24.9 3.63 27.5 36.4 85.0

Montana 0 86.9 2,01 19.5 3.64 27.7 43.1 85.3

Pazardzhik 0 88.9 2,00 25.3 3.54 29.5 40.2 84.6

Pernik 1 90.4 0.68 28.0 3.64 29.2 52.4 88.6

Pleven 16 90.4 1.42 27.8 3.51 28.0 54.3 85.7

Plovdiv 54 91.8 1.48 16.1 3.95 35.3 51.3 87.5

Razgrad 2 92.7 1.07 27.5 3.50 25.9 52.4 90.3

Ruse 28 92.4 0.51 17.5 3.82 35.6 58.0 90.9

Silistra 3 88.8 1.12 19.9 3.69 26.8 57.6 87.4

Sliven 9 82.1 3.59 23.0 3.65 25.3 61.9 71.7

Smolyan 14 95.7 0.31 7.2 4.09 37.6 37.5 95.0

Sofia 6 87.6 1.76 21.2 3.58 28.3 54.0 85.9

Sofia (capital city) 73 93.4 0.45 7.9 4.24 46.6 67.3 87.6

Stara Zagora 19 90.9 1.62 17.1 3.83 33.7 39.3 86.9

Targovishte 0 85.0 1.09 21.5 3.58 31.3 52.7 85.9

Haskovo 4 86.1 1.27 22.2 3.72 31.5 56.9 85.4

Shumen 45 90.3 1.25 30.6 3.43 26.2 46.8 88.7

Yambol 7 90.0 1.94 16.2 3.79 30.8 56.5 85.4

National  Average 33 90.7 1.16 17.9 3.93 35.3 53.6 87.3
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Healthcare

Indicator 

 

District

Population 
per one GP 

(persons)

2022

Access to 
specialist 

physicians  
index  

(lower values 
are better)

 
2022

Share of 
people 

with health 
insurance

(%)

2022

Number of beds  
in general  
hospitals  
per 1,000 

population

2022

Average  
life  

expectancy  
(years)

2022

Infant 
mortality  

rate  
(‰)

2022

Number of 
hospitalizations  

in general  
hospitals per  
1,000 people  

(number  
of persons)

2022

Blagoevgrad 1,742 13.55 93.0 3.84 74.0 2.9 154

Burgas 2,037 10.94 90.3 4.66 73.1 7.5 178

Varna 1,567 7.69 91.2 4.67 73.6 2.5 173

Veliko Tarnovo 1,591 12.91 92.7 3.71 72.1 6.4 136

Vidin 1,361 13.01 97.5 4.56 69.4 6.0 145

Vratsa 1,724 12.01 95.2 4.71 70.5 9.7 188

Gabrovo 1,535 10.63 (100) 5.61 72.1 1.5 217

Dobrich 1,411 15.62 96.3 3.15 70.8 10.2 114

Kardzhali 2,777 15.74 (100) 3.93 74.6 0.9 137

Kyustendil 1,460 12.77 99.3 5.77 71.1 2.5 191

Lovech 1,523 11.40 93.9 4.47 71.3 7.0 144

Montana 1,521 12.83 91.1 7.46 70.3 5.6 252

Pazardzhik 1,598 11.94 93.0 7.28 71.8 6.5 302

Pernik 1,563 13.57 92.9 2.61 71.3 1.3 61

Pleven 1,233 3.19 93.8 11.60 72.3 7.1 398

Plovdiv 1,599 7.82 91.5 8.38 73.6 5.4 419

Razgrad 2,362 13.51 (100) 5.20 70.7 6.5 138

Ruse 2,170 9.63 95.5 6.24 72,0 8.2 269

Silistra 1,964 14.03 95.4 5.02 70.2 5.2 198

Sliven 1,859 14.60 90.3 4.92 70.8 8.1 180

Smolyan 1,450 13.77 (100) 5.90 73.4 2.1 189

Sofia 1,788 11.01 84.2 5.85 72.6 1.5 216

Sofia (capital city) 1,767 6.94 91.6 5.69 74.8 2.5 308

Stara Zagora 1,430 11.29 92.5 5.17 72.4 7.8 201

Targovishte 2,056 12.32 97.3 6.16 70.8 7.5 171

Haskovo 1,849 13.82 93.5 3.84 72.5 4.9 165

Shumen 1,705 13.25 98.9 3.03 71.3 2.5 115

Yambol 1,662 15.53 92.6 3.83 71.5 11.6 129

National  Average 1,678 9.71 93.5 5.90 71.9 4.8 235
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Security and justice

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator 

District

Share of  
criminal cases  
closed within  

3 months  
(%)

2022

Share of 
pending 
criminal  

cases  
(%)

 
2022

Workloads  
of the criminal  

judges  
in office  

(composite index)

2022

Crimes against  
the person  

and property  
(number of crimes  

per 1,000 population)

2022

Share of  
cleared crimes  

against the person  
and property  

(%)
 

2022

Blagoevgrad 87 14.0 1.1 8.9 56.9

Burgas 89 13.0 0.9 12.5 48.18

Varna 91 6.7 2.4 14.5 39.02

Veliko Tarnovo 91 10.8 2,0 10.8 58.18

Vidin 96 9.4 2.4 14.1 55.04

Vratsa 97 3.9 0.6 16.4 54.65

Gabrovo 88 8.1 1.9 9.6 72.27

Dobrich 91 10.0 3.6 9.9 57.81

Kardzhali 93 6.0 2.5 5.1 65.45

Kyustendil 83 9.9 3.0 10.2 47.62

Lovech 89 8.1 1.4 11.9 54.46

Montana 77 15.0 3.7 12.3 52.14

Pazardzhik 95 6.6 0.1 7.7 52.41

Pernik 89 11.0 0.5 11.4 51.33

Pleven 93 9.2 2.6 11.5 49.57

Plovdiv 90 7.3 1.3 8.1 51.16

Razgrad 90 7.3 2.1 9.2 65.43

Ruse 90 8.4 0.1 9.3 52.77

Silistra 96 9.8 0.4 8.5 61.88

Sliven 93 6.7 0.3 11.3 59.89

Smolyan 95 9.6 6.6 5.1 62.91

Sofia 78 20.3 1.5 9.7 53.8

Sofia (capital city) 85 18.7 2.3 11.7 32.63

Stara Zagora 89 10.7 1.4 12.3 47.54

Targovishte 92 5.8 5.5 8.6 68.23

Haskovo 89 8.9 1.5 10.5 60.45

Shumen 97 4.9 2.9 9.0 63.67

Yambol 88 13.2 1.7 11.0 61.28

National  Average 89 11.6 0.0 11.6 49.15
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Environment

A p p e n d i x

Indicator 

District

Generated 
household 

waste  
(kg/person/

year)

2021

Share of 
household waste 

handed over  
for treatment and 

recycling  
(%)

2021

Share of the population 
living in settlements 

with a public sewerage 
networks connected to 
waste water treatment 

plants (%)
2021

Share of 
population in 

settlements with 
public sewerage 

networks (%)
 (%)

2021

Share of 
forest areas  

in the 
district’s total 

territory  
(%)

2022

Share of 
degraded 

land in the 
district’s total 

territory  
(%)

2022

Installed  
RES 

capacities 
(kW/person)

2023

Blagoevgrad 360 41.2 37.4 83.7 51.5 0.11 1.00

Burgas 481 93.6 71.1 78.5 40.9 0.25 0.43

Varna 512 84.8 85.6 85.8 29.1 0.51 0.18

Veliko Tarnovo 426 99.8 61.8 68.3 23.4 0.24 0.44

Vidin 355 18.3 49.8 54.8 26.3 0.25 0.68

Vratsa 332 54.4 51.1 55.7 15.3 0.22 0.50

Gabrovo 427 87.3 72.8 83.3 39.7 0.11 0.10

Dobrich 450 95.3 70.6 70.6 12.1 0.15 3.70

Kardzhali 239 12.1 37.2 42.7 54.2 0.14 1.56

Kyustendil 312 46.6 62,0 70.3 41.9 0.63 1.41

Lovech 379 7.3 56.0 59.9 36.1 0.16 0.54

Montana 333 92.2 35.3 59.6 23.2 0.11 0.46

Pazardzhik 480 72.3 43.7 71.1 54.3 0.42 5.51

Pernik 531 99.9 74.3 79.4 40.6 0.96 0.11

Pleven 438 82.7 53.3 57.3 7.3 0.18 0.89

Plovdiv 495 61.5 73.8 75.9 32.7 0.17 1.00

Razgrad 481 10.1 41.9 41.5 22.4 0.16 0.04

Ruse 442 68.4 67.6 67.3 14.6 0.53 0.16

Silistra 413 19.5 51.0 51.0 14.6 0.41 0.40

Sliven 403 72.8 56.7 62.6 42.4 0.38 0.89

Smolyan 349 52.4 44.0 72.9 70.6 0.09 2.79

Sofia 501 16.7 41.3 77.0 47.1 0.46 0.34

Sofia (capital city) 522 99.7 96.4 96.6 32.9 1.43 0.06

Stara Zagora 422 56.6 64.1 66.3 31.7 3.34 1.86

Targovishte 319 83.3 44.9 52.7 26.6 0.13 0.14

Haskovo 319 98.3 53.2 71.3 32.4 0.15 1.19

Shumen 370 45.4 53.0 56.7 30.0 0.23 0.26

Yambol 371 90.8 68.7 70.9 15.2 0.18 1.25

National  Average 445 74.0 66.8 74.8 33.4 0.43 0.85
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Culture and tourism

R e g i o n a l  P r o f i l e s  2 0 2 3

Indicator 

District

Visits to 
cinemas 

(number / 
1,000 

population)

2022

Visits to 
theaters 

(number/ 
1,000 

population)

2021

Visits to 
museums
(number/ 

1,000 
population)

2022

Visits to  
libraries 

(number/ 
1,000 

population)

2022

Number of beds  
in accommodation 

facilities  
(number/ 

1,000  
population)

2022

Overnight stays in 
accommodation 

facilities  
(number/ 

1,000  
population)

2022

Share of people 
employed in the 

culture, sport and 
entertainment 

sector 
(%)

2021

Blagoevgrad 333 63 454 619 70.7 4,799 0.51

Burgas 674 107 597 651 374.5 23,733 1.17

Varna 963 129 390 303 144.3 9,451 1.44

Veliko Tarnovo 529 63 1,812 1,115 25.3 1,545 0.66

Vidin 320 154 540 484 14.4 911 0.17

Vratsa 303 61 143 542 8.6 731 0.40

Gabrovo 336 160 3,340 353 38.2 2,152 1.20

Dobrich 118 118 988 572 196.9 9,449 0.25

Kardzhali 40 37 82 257 17.3 869 0.93

Kyustendil 288 50 699 322 39.0 1,753 0.19

Lovech 192 30 930 194 37.9 2,605 0.17

Montana 164 49 128 0 12.6 736 0.42

Pazardzhik 169 152 705 286 36.2 3,732 0.48

Pernik 625 0 399 207 5.1 329 0.33

Pleven 392 57 612 193 6.0 529 0.2,1

Plovdiv 705 118 643 232 21.6 1,965 0.75

Razgrad 215 164 415 229 6.0 497 0.25

Ruse 688 178 618 440 13.1 909 0.51

Silistra 110 65 336 4,055 8.0 495 0.2,1

Sliven 70 81 551 605 12.7 527 0.32

Smolyan 137 42 266 181 134.6 7,993 0.09

Sofia 65 0 1094 0 38.1 2,871 0.42

Sofia (capital city) 1,315 274 490 1,059 11.9 1,614 1.42

Stara Zagora 489 161 751 395 17.3 1,703 0.41

Targovishte 134 165 205 133 6.1 360 0.28

Haskovo 51 55 152 211 13.2 900 2.41

Shumen 66 43 966 1,307 11.9 506 0.07

Yambol 391 128 124 432 6.6 437 0.19

National  Average 590 129 619 584 54.9 3,739 1.02


